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THE FIRST ORGANIC ACT OF 1884 CREATES A JUDICIAL SYSTEM

Historian Jeannette P. Nichols has stated that Alaska's Organic Act of
1884 "evolved from a composite of honest intentions, ignorance, stupldity,
indifference, and quasi-expediency." In his 1887-1888 annual report to the
Congress, the secretary of the interior described Alaska's conditions in its
civil relations as "anomalous and exceptional." .He ?eferred to the Organic Act
as "an imperfect and crude piece of legislatiom," bécause it provided only "the
shadow of civil government, without the right to legislate or raise revenue."
It had not extended the general land laws of the United States to Alaska, but
declared the mining laws to be fully operational. There was no mechanism to
incorporate towns and villageé, and this deprived district residents of the
benefits and protection of municipal law. It had created a single tribunal
"with many of the powers of a Federal and State court, having a more extensive
territorial jurisdiction than any similar court in the United States, but
without providing the means of serving its process or enforcing its decrees.”
In fact, the Organic Act had been well described as a "legislative fﬁhgus,
without precedent or parallel in the history of American legislation."1

Congress on previous occasions had devoted some attention to Alaska's
governmental needs, but the approximately two dozen civil government bills
introduced between 1867 to 1883 had aroused scant Interest and were stillborm.
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, a Presbyterian home mission organizer, finally served as
the catalyst to prompt Congressional_action. ~Jackson had first come to Alaska
in 1877. He had escorted the widow Amanda McFarland to a missionary assignment
in Wrangell in southeastern Alaska., Historian Ted C. Hinckley has stated that
Jackson's 1877 action "established the Protestant church in Alaska." Jackson

subsequently became an effective spoicesman for Alaska, and he persuaded the
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responsibilities of the officers of the court, His colleagues often put

Senator Harrison on the spot. TFor example, Senator James B. Beck of Kentucky
desired to kﬁow why the laws of the State of Oregon, which had to be more
camplicéted than thosé of Washington territory, had been selected. It would
have made sense, Beck insisted, to apply the slmple laws of ﬁashington territo-
ry to the district of Alaska. Harrison replied that his committee had not
studied the Ofegon nor Washington laws very cavefully. His committee had felt,
however, that it was preferable to apply to any territory a code of laws
adopted by the ﬁature legislature of a state than a code of laws adopted by the
immature and imperfect legislature of an adjacent territory. Additionally,
Alaska already had been -attached to Oregon for some judicial purposes.

Harrison also specﬁlated that the adoption of the Oregon code "was in the mind

of the person who framed the original bill, and in...remodgling it, as I

presented it to the Senate this session, I tbok it just as I found it in that
réspect."G' -

Senator George F., Hoar ﬁf Massachusetts desired to know what laws were to
govern land ownership since the measure under discussion made no provisions at

all, Harrison responded that the bill at least confirmed land titles in

missionary stations and provided for title to mining properties. The measure,

however, did not extend the United States land laws to Alaska., Harrison
explained that the Senate Committee on Public lands was congldering extensive

revisions to the land laws, and his committee members therefore had thought it

~prudent to wait until these changes had been submitted for scrutiny by the full

Senate, The answer satisfied Senator Hoar. Senator Elbridge L. Lapham of New

York objected to a committee amendment which eliminated "appeals and writs of

error'" from Alaska's district "to the United States circuit ecourt for the

district of Oregon." Harrison's amendment read that the "final judgments or
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General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in session at Saratoga Springs in
May 1883, to draft a memorial to the Congress to be presented to the President
and the Secretary of the Interior by a committee of eight. Th}s group urged
that a civil government be conferred upon the district and Industrial schools
be established. Jackson soon feound an ally in Republican Benjamin Harrison,
whom Indiana citizens had elected to the U.3, Senate in 1880. Intrigued by
'problems posed by the still undeveloped West in time attracted Harrison's
attention. He became a member of the Committee oﬁ Territories and inspected

western lands, and as committee chalirman he pushed statehood for North and

South Pakota, Montana, Washington, and ldaho. The Senator also took an active

interest in the Committee on Indian Affairs.2

In the meantime, Jackson and his Presbyterian missionaries had established
several mission schools, numbering six in 1880, Jackson was very ambitious,
however, and undertook a campaign of lecturing, publishing, and lobbying in the
United States on behalf of the district. He became a popular speaker, main-
tained extensive contacts with federal officials in Washington, D.C,, and
corresponded with the key leaders in Congregs. He intended to gain public
support for more adequate legislation for Alaska. 1In these efforts he even-
tually won the backing of Senator Harrison. The two might have met as early as
1874 when they attended the 1874 General Assembly of the Presbyteriams at §t.
Louils, Missouri. By 1882, Alaska bills were introduced in both houses of
Congress, but as before, they died in committees, Represeﬁtative J. T,
Updegraff introduced a measuré to provide schools for Alaska. Jackson, who
appeared before the Committee on Education, was greatly encouraged by this
gesture. He 1mmediately attempted to organize the Protestant churches in

support of the bill. Presbyterian leaders reminded Senator Harrison that they
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depended on his help in that body, and he promised to aid, Lawmakers, however,
once again defeated the legislation.3

Harrison, however, had gained an interest in Alaska's problems. A4s a
member of the Committee on Territories he had become acutely aware of Alaska's
legal and governmental deficlencies. Jackson quickly recognized the Senatorfs
interest, and linked "his own proposals for an educaticnal system to it,
Consequently, the measures calling for federal support for education In the
district became closely related to those calling for an adequate civil govern-
ment for the district.4

Between 1883 and 1884, there was much popular interest in Alaska. Jackson
worked hard to take advantage of i1t, approaching all the leading FProtestant
denominations and solicited the'support bf the National Education Association
and other teachers' organizations. Wﬁen Congress convened in December 1883,
the lawmakers were swamped with petitions from more than twenty-five states.
Prospects for Alaska legislation, therefore, were bright, and by becember 11,
Representatives had introduced four civil government measures in the House. On
ﬁecember 4, 188#:Harrison introduced his own measure (Senate Bill 153), and
backed it during committee consideration. During the following months he
reconciled the provisions of his bill with related but different bills.5

The full Senate debated the measure on five consecutive days in January
1884, and on May 13 the House adopted the Senate bill unchanged after a brief
discussion lasting approximately two hours. Senators Harrison and Augustus H.
Garland (Arkansas) reported the meésure from the Committee on Territories to
the Senate. Harrison submitted a number of clarifying amendments, particularly
to sections three through nine, and eleven, which established a jﬁdicial system
for Alaska. These sections dealt with the jurisdictieon of the proposed court,

the extent to which the Oregon laws were to apply to Alaska, and the







decrees of saild district court may be reviewed by the Supreme Court of the
United States, as in other cases." He argued that the measure provided an
appeal in both civil and criminal cases from the commissioner’'s court to the
district court where more than $200.00 was involved. Lapham complaiﬁed that
Harrison's proposed amendment "entirely wipes out any appeal form the judgment
of the district court to the circult court for the dis;rict of Oregon." It

"any intermediate hearing of a case, civil or criminal,”

entirely eliminated
and left only an appeal to the Supreme Court. Lapham argued that "a 1grge
class of cases tried in the district court can never be reviewed, and it will
be seen. that, as in the case of a man who Is tried for the crime of murder for

a capital offense,”

the section provided that the "district court shall have
exclusive jurisdiction in all cases in equity or those inveolving a question of
title to land, or mining rights, or the constitutionality of a law, and all

criminal offenses which are capital." Lapham stated that "a man may be tried

for an offense dnvolving his life under this bill in the district court, and

there is no mode of review left to him.'" Lapham maintained that a criminal

defendant could not "get to the Supreme Court. Thére is no review of a crimi~
nal case in the Supreme Court oé the United States, except upon a certificate
of division, which is a rare occurrence."7

Senator Charles W. Jones of Florida thereupon asked Lapham if an Alaskan
resident fared worse under the provisions of this bill than any citizen of a
state? Was it possigle now to appeal a case of murder from the decision of the
circuiﬁ court of the United States to the Supreme Court of the United States?
Senator Lapham conceded that it was not possible currently to do so, but that
several bills weére pending to change that. Senator Harrison remarked that

whenever Lapham's measure passed "it would be applicable here, apd allow an

appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States," Lapham was uncertain about



such an outcome, however, and stéted that 1t wauidrdepend entirely "upon the
provision éf'the bill." He reiterated.hié'conﬁentioﬁ that Harrisén{s propﬁsed
amendment, if adopted, would prevent an appeal from the district court to the
circuit court of the district of Ofegon, thereby eliminating "any intermediate
examiﬁation of either a civil or criminal case."®

Senator Harrison reminded his'ﬁew York colleague thaf the proposed émend-
ment adopted.a long-standing tradition, and that was "constituting a district
court for certain purposes and copferring uﬁon it the jurisdiction of a circuit
court.” Harrison stated that the district court of Aiaska'was to be a cirﬁuit
court of.the United States as well, Sincere there was to be one judge exercis-
ing the functions of circuit and disfrict judge both, the law'éllowed appeals
in'capitai criminal cases only.tolthe Supreme Coﬁrt. There was no such appeal
under the general lﬁw. Harrison maintained that the bill left "the jurisdie~
tion of the cdufts and the rights of parties as to aﬁpeals precisely where they
were left by the present law in all those cases where a district coUrf of the
United States is given the functions of a ciréuit_court;" Harrison hoped that
'Congress would pass the necessary amendments fb the general law regulating the
jurisdietion of the courts,'because he reéarded_"it ﬁs an extremely hard case
that a man should be tried in any court upon.a capifai charge and not be
allowed to .bring the proceedings of his trial in review before another

court,..,."

Once Congress had repaired this defect in the law, Alaska, under
the terms of his measure, would benefit 1ike the statés.9

Senator Lapﬁam_ stil]l was not satlsfied. He pointed out that current
legislation allowed a review of a criminal case tried before a district court
in the circuit court. Harrison's proposed amendment not only eliminated that

. right, but also Eook away "all right of appeal in civil actions from a district

to a circuit court" in cases involving less than $5,000. Harrison's amendment ,

(



Lapham charged, was 'absolutely unjust to suitors. The great mass of litiga-
tion in that Territory will be for amounts that never would justify coming to
the Supreme Court of the United States, and yet they will be cases which ought
to be reviewed in a circuit court."” And since the Oregon code had been adopted
for Alaska, he maintained, "a review in the ecircuit court of Oregon is the
proper reference, as was first proposed in the pi11,nt0

Senator Harrison responded that "the commissioners’' courts are constituted
courts of record for the trial of causes, and an appeal is allowed to the
district court." Thus one appeal was allowed in all of those cases,r"and it
seemed to us that to allow appeals in these cases, especially civil cases below
55,000, from the district court in Alaska to the circuit court in Oregon, so
remote from the place of trial, would be more likely to produce ill results
than good results.” Senator Lapham still was not satisfied by Harrison's
answer. Why, he asked, was an appeal right granted from the commissioner's
court, "the inferier éourt," but once in the district court, "where important
rights are involved, no right of review whatever is given." Harrison reiterat-
ed that "we give from this circuit court, called a district court, an appeal to
the Supreme Court of the United States upon precisely the same terms and in the
same classes of cases that appeais-under the general laws of the United States
may be- prosecuted from any circuit court.” When the framers of the bill had
constituted "there inferior courts with the jurisdiction of justices of the
peace," they had thought it proper that "there should be a review in the
Territory in the district court, where it could comnveniently be had.” The
presiding officer thereupon called the question on agreeing to the amendment,
11

and the Senate overrode Lapham's objections and adopted it.

Senator Jones then mentioned that there had been a very thorough dis-

cussion in regard "to the operation of the Constitution and laws of the United




States over a Territory.” Jones wanted to know "what opinion the Committee on
Territories holds in regard to the question of the operative férce of fhe
Constitution and laws of the United States within a Territory when they have
not bee.n' extended to it by positive legislation of. this Government." TFor
~example, would the Constitution be in force in Alaska without a Congressional
act applying it,.he asked? To which Senator Harrison replied that the Commit-
tee on Territories had been able "to devise this simple frame of government. for
_Alaska without meeting any ﬁonstitutional stumps, WQ provided for the exten—
sion of such laws as we thought the few inhabitants, the scattered population,
of that Territory needed We did not meet at all in the course of our dis-
cussion the constitutional question" which Senator Jones _had mentioned.
Harrison concluded that he did "not feel now like going out of my way...to
introduce intoc the discussion here so wide a question" as the one Jomes had
brought up. That finished the discussion about Constitutional questions.12

The next day, January 22, 1884 the Senate again took up the measure
providing for a civil goverﬁment for the territory of Alaska. Senator Harrison
for the Committee on Territories introducéd minor clarifying. languagé for
section nine which provided that the President, with the consent of the Senate,
was to appoint the governor, attorney, judge, marshal, clerk, and commission-
ers, and that these officers were to serve four year terms. The section also
specified the salaries these officers were to receive. The governor and judge
were to be compensated at the rate of $3,000 per annum, while the attorney, the
marshal and the clerk were to receive %$2,000 annually, payable quarterly from
the Treasury of the United States. The commissioners were to receive "the
usual fees of United States commissioners and of justices of the peace for
Oregon and such fees for recording instruments" as were allowed by Oregon's

laws for similar services. They also were to receive a modest salary of



$500.00. In addition to the usual fees as deputy United States marshals and of
constables of Oregon, their Alaskan counterparts were to receive each an annual
salary of $500.00., Each of the officlals was to "take and subscribe an oath"
promising to faithfully execute the duties of his respective office. The
officials also were required to execute bonds in varying amounts. The Senate
accepted the clarifying language without dissent.13

Harrison next moved to section ten which his committee had rewritten., The
new language directed the A£torney General to speedily compile and print in
pamphlet form "in the English language" those "general laws of the United
States" as were "applicable to the duties of the governor, attorney, judge,
clerk, marshals, and commissioners appointed for said district," and he also
was to supply as many coples of the laws of Orepgon applicable to Alaska as
might be needed. The Senate accepted these revisions as well.l4

Senator Preston B, Plumb of Kansas wanted to know whether, "under the
general provision extending the statutes of Oregon over the Territory of
Alaska, it is intended to provide any means of collecting taxes or that any
taxes shall be collected for any purpose whatever." Harrison replied negative-
ly, stating that his committee had not frovided for any scheme for the assess-
ment or collection of taxes within the distriet. There were too few people and
settlements, not enough property, and no legislature to make assessments and
collect taxes., Senator Plumb persisted. He understood that there were about
four hundred Caucasians in Alaska. These people had gone north to profit from
the pioneer condifions. They had established schools at thelr own expense, and
this was entirely proper., Harrison's measure now proposed to 'select this
community above all the other communities of the United States and educate
their children at the expense of the general Treasury without imposing on them

any taxes whatever." ILf that was not offensive enough, Harrison's measure




proposed to bear all governmental expenses as well. Plumb wanted harrison to
"adapt his amendment to the Indians who are there and who are the proper
subjects of national charity.” Harrison was on the defensive. He explained
that '"the situation of this Territory or district is a péculiar one," The
population was small and scattered, and the committee therefore thought "that
we ought not to attempt to give them a full Territorial organization.” No
legislative body had beén provided which might have assessed properties and
collected taxes. Harrison admitted that there indeed might be some American
citizens able to . pay for the education of their children;_but it would bhe
imposéiblé to separate these few, and by not providing educational facilities
for Natives and whites alike, it probably would dep;ivé the majority of white
childrenr of educational opportunities. Plumb s;ill. was not satisfied with
Harrison's explaﬁations. ‘The governmeni never befbre_ had provided for the
education of all of the whife and Indian children aﬁywhere. Now it was making
an exceﬁtioh in Alaska. Plumb continued that he did not object "to a reason-
able appropriation for the purpose of establishing schools for the Indians. I
do object, however, that the children of white people up_there, who are not to
Be taxed, but for whose benefit this government is to be prbvided, shall also
_havé their schools paid for out of the public Treasury.” In the Senator's
opinion "the people up there are satisfied." Not one white résident had ever
asked for "one dollar of appropriation to educate his children." These pioneer
residents had settled in.Alaska, "being relieved from all the other burdens of
govérnment. and have been perfectly willing to educate their own children at
their own 'expense." The education provision, Plumb concluded, was "too
wide,...to0 ample, too expénsive, too loecse, and will lead to nothing . but

expense and trouble and annoyance."15

10



Semator John J. Ingalls of.Kansas now vented his displeasure with the
northern territory. A believer in "manifest destiny," he advocated the uni-
fication of the continent under the American flag. America's northern shore
was "to be washed by the Polar Sea, and...oup southern boundary will be the
interoceanic canal that connects the Atlantic and Pacific." If it were not for
the imperative of "manifest destiny," he continued, "I should be willing to
relinquish Alaska to any power that would undertake to carry on its government
and providé for its future welfare." In fact, Ingalls regarded "Alaska as the
most worthless territorial acquisition with which any govermnment was ever
afflicted.” The Senator thought that "we have gone far enough when we have
provided for the extension of a system of laws over this wandering and nomadie
population in Alaska,...an& enabled them to have a tribunal ir which their
wrongs can be redressed and their rights can be enforced."16

Senator Charles W, Jones of Florida also objected that Alaska's residents
were not to be taxed. In fact, the federal éovernment exercised the same
powers over territories as it did over the District of Columbia, and therefore
should tax and collect revenue in Alaska. What bothered Jones even more was
the fact that even though "an oath is required to be taken by the officers
provided for in this billl, it violates the Constitution of the United States"
in not requiring these officials to support the fundamental law of the land.
The oath simply required the officers to discharge the powers of the office.
Even 1f the Constitution and laws of the United States were not operative in
Alaska, he argued, officials at least should be required to take an oath to
support the laws of Oregon to be operative in Alaska. Harrison's measure was
most remarkable, he continued, because there was not "anything like 1t in our
annals," All the territorial bills Congress had ever passed had always provid-

ed for a legislature. That always had been the chief desire of territorial
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regidents, "to have soﬁe authority near by them capable and competent to look
into their wants, so as to legislate for.them." Neither the Constitution nor
the léws of the United Staﬁes were in force irn Alaska, "but fhe whole code of
oregon is-carried there by the force of this bill...." Jones suggested that
Harrison incorporate a provision in his measure stating ﬁthat'the Constitution
and laws of the United States not locally inapblicable to. this Territory should
have full force and operation within its borders...." Jones then called
Harrison's attention to the third article éf the Treéty of Cession which, in
part, stated that "the inhabitants of the ceded territofy, according to their
choice, reserving their natural allégiénce, may return to Russia within three
years; bﬁt if they should prefer to remain in the ceded territory, they, with
the eiception of uncivilized native tribes, shall be admitted to the enjoyment
of all the rights, advantages, and immunities of citizens of the United States
and shall be maiﬁtained and.protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty,
property, and religion." Ciearly, every'Russian subject who had chosen to
remain was entitled to the protection and benefits of the Constitution of the
United States. Senator Augustus H. Garland of Arkansés interrupted Jones at
this point and called attention to section 1891 of the Revised Statutes which
made the Constitution and all the laws of the United States ﬁpplicable in
"organized Territories and Territories that shall be organized."” In view of
this section the committée felt it unnecessary to include specific language
specifying that "the Constitution and all laws of the United States which are
not locally inapplicable" were to be in force in Alasl_ca.17

There followed a lengthy discussion afout the definition of what con-
stituted an organized.terfitory. Senator Garland maintained that "organized"
did not mean "organized in a particular way, but it meéns organized in any way

Congress shall think proper." Garland, however, shared Senator Ingalls' doubts

12
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about Alaska. He had never understood the necessity of purchasing Alaska, "but
we did buy it, and now the question 1s, what shall we do %ith it?"  Garland
thought that Harrison's measure attempted to somewhat organize the territory.
It did not grant a full territorial government, but it was a bill "providing
for the exigencies as they now exist there" and "getting the territory into
some shape, looking to a better and more thorough and more perfect form of
government after a while."18

Senator Henry L. Dawes of Massachusetts finally reminded his colleagues
that the question before the Senate was mnot a constitutional one. "However
welghty it might be in a proper forum," he econtinued, "I do not think that we
have occasion now to trouble ourselves with it." Instead the Senate had to
deal with "accepted obligations, expressed as well as implied," which had come
with the purchase of Alaska. The express obligations were that the federal
government was to assume the care and protection not oﬁly of the residents but
also "of all who should go there under our flag." In addition, "we expressly
stiﬁulated that so far as they were civilized people and chose to remain there,
they should be treated in all respects as citizens of the United States."
Unfortunately, up to the preéént the government had disregarded all implied and
expressed obligations to Alaska's residents, It was high time, Dawes urged his
colleagues, to disregard mere dollars and cents and educate these northern
citizens so that they understood the institutions under which they lived and
the laws they had to obey, Dawes proposed that the Secretary of the Interior
be piven broad discretionary powers in spending, as he saw fip, a certain
amount of money for public educatiop. This ended the debate for the day and
the Senate adjourned shortly before five o'clock in the evening.

The next day, January 23, Senator Jones once again discussed constitution-

al questions, and maintained that Harrison's bill did not intend to organize

13




the territory. Senator Harrison became impatient witﬁ Jones' lengthy disserta-—
tion, and suggested that the Floridian propose sémé practical amendments "which
shéll avoid the difficulties that he finds in this bill"...and "which will show
his friendlingss'tb the-bill and that this diécussion was not. one to embarrass
its passage.” Harrison further g#plained that his committee had thought it
unwise to "confer upon the.few people residing there a full territorial orga-
nization. Harrison's committee had described the territory "as a civil dis-
trict, ‘and have organized for it a government simple in form, inexpensive in
its character, and yet one that we believe will be efficient to brlng to every
resident of the Territory," and to every home, "the reasonable protection of
life, 1liberty, and the pursuit of happiness...." That framework, Harrison
believed, would be sufficient to end the lawlessness which had existed there
since the purchase in 1867. Creating such a simple government had heen diffi-
cult, The measure under discussion provided a governor and a judicial system,
"so that the Government may properly be represented in those courts in the
defense of its interests, and that each one of them may be acéessihle to every
citizen of the Territory in the assertion of his own personal rights and in the
defense of his person against aggressors and criminals,™ 20

Senator Harrison next launched into a historical discussion, recalling the
arguments for and against the purchase, mentioning Alaska's resources and
population, and insisting that the establishment of schools was a necessary
obligation. In short, Harrison asked for support aﬁd indicated that his
committee would entertain amendments to make the education section, a stumbling
block to agreement, palatable to all. Debate then centered on what agency
within the Department of the Interior would manage Alaska's schools. Harrison,
influenced by Dr. Sheldon Jackson, insisted that the Commissioner of Education

be specifically named to run these schools, while Senator Preston B. Plumb

14



wanted to leave the cholce to the Secretary of the Interior. He assumed that
the Commissloner of Indian Affairs would be given the .responsibility of manag-
ing these schools. The Senate adopted Plumb's amendment, and rejected
Harrison's attempt to specifically name the Commissioner of Education.21

The Senators turned their attention to section fourteen which restricted,
regulated, or préhibited the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors in
the district. After spirited debate, the Senators adopted an amendment which
prohibited the importation, manufacture, and sale of intoxicating liquors in
the district, and provided for aépropriate penalties. Much discussion then
revolved around the administration of the mining laws in section eight,
Harrison wanted to keep the process as simple as possible. He proposed that
the Secretary of the Interior appeint "sultable persons to make surveys of
miniﬁg claims; and the commissioners...shall discharge the duties now required

by law of regilsters and receivers of public lands in relations to such claims."

Several of Harrison's colleagues were unhappy with this wording, and proposed

to create a fully-staffed land office in Sitka. Without much machinery to

secure titles to mining property, Senator Plumb feared, there could be "no
social order," because serious contests, often "liable to lead to bloodshed,"
often arose over mining claims.22

Harrison eclearly was unhappy with the idea of creating a land office in
Sitka. Such an establishment, he arpgued, was far too complex for Alaska's
simple needs., He did, however, agree that the secretary of the Interior, who
was to order the surveys, was far removed from the locality where they were to
be made. He therefore suggested that the following language might meet the
objections, to wit that "the marshals shall be ex officio
surveyors~general...,and the commissioners,,.shall be ex officlio registers and

receivers of the land office within their several districts." ©One Senator

15




immediately objected, remarking that if a land office was egtablished, there
had to be land districts. Harrison countered ' that the Mcommissioners are
located. They are not laqd‘district, but their districts are to be designated
by the judge, and they are to be assigned by districts." Senator Hoar wanted
to kﬁow if each commissioner was to be a land officer. Harrison affirmed that
eaﬁh was to be a register and receiver._ Thg presiding officer asked Harrison
if he proposed to mod;fy his amendment. The Senator declined to do so, stating

that he simply had made a suggestion to change the language in order to meet

the objections.23

SBenator John F, Miller of California was not sétisfied. Land districts,
he maintained, had to be defined by law in oraer to have a register and receiv-
er. Harrison reiterated that the districts of the commissicners were indeed
defined by law, "because the bill provides that the district judge shall define
the districts of the commissioners." At this point the presiding officer
called for a vote on the amendment establishing a full land office in Sitka.
Senator John P. Jones of Nevada, however, launched into a lengthy dissertatien
dealing with the general subject of providing a civil government for Alaska,
After he had delivered himéelf of his oration, several of his colleagues
offered a varigty of amendments to Harrison's measure which were to be printed
and considered fhe next.- The Senate, theraupon went into executive session and
then adjourned.24

- The Senate continuedlconsideration of Harrison's civil government bill on
January 24, 1884, In the meantime, Harrisom had reached a compromise agreement

with his crities on section eight dealing with the establishment of a land

district. Harriscn and his critic withdrew their amendments, and then Harrison

introduced the compromise which stated that "..,.Alaska is hereby created a land

district, and a United States land office...is hereby located in Sitka." The

16

('.

(



commissioner was to reside at Sitka, and be the ex officio register of the land
office, while the clerk was to be the ex officio receiver of public monies, and
the marshal to be ex officio surveyor-general, "but nothing contained in this
act shall be construed to put into force in saild district the general land laws
of the United States.," The Senate accepted the compromise amendment, a victory
forlHarrison, for he had averted the creation of a full land office with all
its expenses, and instead had been successful in keeping it simple and inexpen-
sive by saddling judicial officers with additional duties.25

Senator Brown of Colorado next proposed clarifying language for sections
three and four dealing with the judiciary., The Senator specified that the
district court judge, the clerk, the district attorney and the marshal all were
to reside within the district "during their terms of office. 1In section four
the Senator also enlarged the duties of the clerk who was td be the ex officio
recorder of deeds and mortgages and other real estate contracts, and now also
was to record "certificates of location of mining claims...." Bowen and
Harrison briefly discussed language In section seven which dealt with appeals.
They agreed that the language should read: ™Upon the filing of a sufficient
appeal bond by the party appealing, to.be approved by the court or commission-

er."”

The Senate concurred., Senator George B, Vest of Missouri next brought up
the liquor question which had already been discussed. The language in section
fifteen of the bill read that the "importation, manufacture, and sale of
intoxicating liquors...is hereby prohibited." Best desired to change it to
read‘that "the ecommissioners...shall be authorized te restrict, regulate, or
prohibit the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors." Vest assured his
colleagues that he did not wish to deal with the "irritating question of

prohibition or the temperance agitation..,." A federal statute forbade the

"selling or giving of intoxicating liquors to any Indians, 'but it gave the
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Secretary of War the power to allow the impoftation of liquor "into any reser-
vation at his discretion., Alaska, however, was not an.Indian reservation, he
protested. It was an unorganized territory, "an inchoate Staté. If we propose
now to establish the principle ofrprohibition, let us do it in a fair, just,
and manly way. Do not let us sneak in the doctrines as to a country which is
hibernated for edght months in the year and fofde the d{nhabitants...in the
midst of thick-ribbed ice to live on lce-water, while 4in the rest of the
Tefritories the inhabitants are drinking any quantity of alcoholic stimulants
at their own .sweet will and pleaSufe." If prohibition was to prevail in
Alaska, Vest arguéd, then itrshould be extended to all ﬁ.S. teftitnries "in the
name of fair piay, consistency, and honest dealing...." Vest vowed to vote
ggainstrfhe meésure with the prohibition provision intact.26

There followed a livélj exchange between various Senators about the
ravages liquor had inflicted on both savage and éivilized members of the human
family, Finallf Senator John J. Ingalls of Kansas moved to amend the offending
section by adding the words "except for medicinal, mechanical, and scientific
purposes." Harrison thereupon stated that he‘aécepted the amendment without a
vote, "if the'Senéte will consent that it méy.be 80, as an amendment to my
amendment.”" Additional debate followéd about the propriety of legislating for
Alaskaié citizens, and the suggesfion was made that since liquor was prohibit-
ed, why not deal with polygamy and slavery as well. Eventually, the Senate
accepted Ingalls' amendmen£ to the amendment.>’

Senator Jones next desired to amend section nine. He proposed to insert
after "judge" the following language, to wit: "That all officers appointed for
saild Territofy, before entering upon the duties of their offices, shall take an

oath to support the Constitution of. the United States; and the Comstitution and

laws of the United States not locally inapplicable to said Territory are hereby
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extended thereto." Harrison listened, and then asked Jomes to accept a couple
of changes in his amendment. Territory, he stated, should be changed to
district as Alaska was called throughout the bill. A few more changes and an
addltion finally resulted iIn the following language: "That all officers
appointed for saild district, before enteriﬁg upon the duties of their offices,
shall take the oaths required by law; and the Constitution and laws of the
United States not locally inapplicable...and not . inconsistent with the pro-
visions of this act, are hereby extended thereto; but there shall be no legig-
lative assembly...nor shall any Delegate be sent to Congress therefrom." This
did not satisfy Senator Hoar who desired to strike out the words "the Comnstitu-
tion" and because he thought it preposterous to say "that the Comnstitution of
the United States not locally applicable 1s extended by an act of Congress to a
portion of the territory of the United States.,.." The Senate agreed to the
new language. There were some other minor changeé, and then Senator Charles H,
Van Wyck of Nebraska argued that U.S. marshals be paid saléries rather than
receive fees, The fee system, he stated, had led to abuses, encouraging
litigation, "to the annoyance of the people" and at the expense of the govern-
ment. Harrison agreed with Van Wyck that it would be much better "if all these
officers were put upon the basis of a fixed annual salary,” but unfortunately
corresponding in the contiguous states also received commissions, Harrisom
thought it unwise to ilnaugurate a new system in Alaska. In fact, his committee
had been "very much at a loss to know what salaries to fix for these of-

fices...."

The marshals, however, were to receive annual salaries of §2,000
and such fees as were customary in the states. Harrison suggested that the

judicial system be allowed to operate for a year. At the end of that time, it

would be known what amount of fees had been collected. It then would be .

possible to fix an adequate salary. His colleagues, however, overruled him and
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adopted Van Wyck's amendment and provided salaries for all officers based on a
sliding scale,_the judge receiving the highest annual salary at 33,000, rthe
attorney, marshal and clerk each were to receive $2,500, the commissioners
51,000 and the deputy marsha}s a mere 5750 annually in addition to the "wsual
fees of conétabies in Oregon...." The distriect judge, marshal and distriet
attorney also were to be paid "their actual necessary expenses when traveling
in the discharge of their official duties," and they were to keep detailed
accounts. The district judge was to approve the exﬁenses pf the marshal and
district attorney, while the attorney general was to approve the accounts of
the judge.28

This concluded Senator Harrison'é amendments. Senatbr Lapham then offered
an amendment to section seven which fead that "writs of error in criminal cases
shall issue to the said district court from the United States cilrcuit court for
the district of Oregon in the cases provided in chapter 176 of the laws of
1879; apd the jurisdiction thereby conferred upon circuit courts is hereby
given to the cireuit court of Oregon." Lapham wanted fo provide for a rehear-
‘ing in the appropriate circuit court on a writ eof error of criminal cases tried
in the district court which involved imprisonment or a fine larger than three
hundred deollars. The Senator pointed out that chapter 176 of the laws of 1879
had been prepared very carefully, providing for the settlement of the bill of
exceptlons at the trial, the presentation of the bill of exceptions to the
circuit judge, "who on.considération of the importance and difficulty of the
questions presented in the record may allow a writ of error." The writ of
arror was not to be given as a right.but simpiy at the discretion of the
‘circuit court "in important cases where manifest error has been committed to
allow a review in the circuit court." Lapham argued that without his amendment

the district court in Alaska "may try a man and send him to execution, and
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there is no mode, whatever error or errors may have been committed in the

trial, by which the accused can have any rehearing of his case.” Even in minor

criminal cases tried in the district court, Lapham insisted, serious constitu-.

tional questions might come up. Without his amendment, however, making the law
of 1879 applicable there was no possibility of review. Lapham had choesen the
circult court of Oregon because the laws of Oregon had been made applicable to
the trials in the district and commissioners' courts, Lapham added another
sentence, which stated that the final judgments or decrees of the circuit and
district courté could be reviewad by the Supreme Court of the United States.
After some discussion about the merits of Lapham's amendment, his colleagues
adopted it, and the bill then was reported to the Senate as amended, read for
the third time and passed.29 The date was January 25, 1884.

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union on May 13, 1884 and considered the Senate measure. Representative
John H. Evins of South Carclina acted as the floor manager for the bill on
behalf of thé Committee on Territories. He explained to his colleagues that
national honor and good faith demanded ‘the establishment of some form of
government for Alaska. TFor seventeen years Congress had neglected to provide
any sort of governmenté, "in violation of the treaty obligations and in vio-
lation of good faith to those people who have trusted us." The Senate bill, he
continued, met this obligation. It provided for the appointment of a governor
and a slate of judiclal officers., In essence, it created "a judicial district
* of the Territory 6f Alaska." 1In essence, Evins explained the provisiors of the
bill to his colleagues, going over the same ground the Seﬁate had covered
already.30

Representative Georée W. Cassidy of Nevada urged his colleagues to vote

for the BHill because Alaska's development had been greatly retarded because
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"there has been no form of law or of protection for life or propertv within dits
_boundarieé." During the last two sessions of'Congresé, Cassidy kad received
nearly sikty lettérs from businessmgn on the Pacific céast whe desired to go
north and develop Alaska's miﬁeral resources but had not done so because "there
was no protection for their investment or for their propefty." EVEn worse, in
the previous summer "a native of that country who had committed a cold-blooded
murder was brought to San Franmcisco" for prosecution, but at the hearing "there
were no witnesses" and the man "was allowed to go at lérge~-turhed loose for
want of progecution;" He‘concluded that 4t was "of the highest importance" to
enact the Senate measure to alleviate these conditions. Others produced
evidence supporting Cassidy's claims of lawlessness, not only on the part of
civilians but government officials,.as well, Tn a particular incident the
superintendent of a fishiﬁg statlon at Killisnoo reached Sitka in October 1882
and requested protection from the United States Revenue Marine. He reported
that ﬁhile the company's whaling boat was fishing in Hootsnoo Lagnon; one of
the whaling bombs accidentally exploded and killed one of the Native crew
members, a shaman. The Natives, as was cuétomary,-demanded.200 blankets In
compensation for the death. They seized the whaling boats and held two white
men prisonérs until their demand should be met. In case no payment was made,
they threatened to burn the company store and buildings, destroy the boats, and
kill the prisoners. Thereupon Captain E. C. Merriman of.the Adams took the
Lorwin and a detachment of Marines to the scene of the incident. The Natives
immediately released the two prisoners after the Corwin had anchored. The
Marines captured some of the Indian ringleaders, and had the property released.
Captain Merriman then demanded that the Natives pay a 400 blanket fine. If not
paid, he threatened to destroy their cances and villages. Apparently unable to

pay the fine, Merriman ordered the Marines to destroy forty cances and burned
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thelr summer camp, sparing only the property of those individuals who had
remained friendly to the whites. Merriman also ordered the shelling of the
village of Hootsnoo, and then ordered the Marines to burn all of the houses,
except those belonging to the friendly Indians. Captain Merriman had acted as
"judge, jury, and sheriff,” and destroyed food and shelter for a whole group of
people. "There are few other countries in the civilized world,”" one angry

Representative asserted, "where such acts of an officer would not be followed

by dismissal.”31

After some additional deb;te, the clerk read the bill section by sectioen.
Evins asked his colleagues not to amend the measure in order to speed 1ts
passage. Representative Joseph D. Taylor of Ohio reminded his colleagues that
the bill had been considered very carefully in the Senate. Any amendment, he
warned, would necessitate the return of the measure to the Senate. Neverthe-
less, several attempts were made to amend the Semate bill, but always unsuc-
cessfully.32 After about two hours of debate, the House voted to adopt the
Senate measure unchanged. On May 17, 1884 the President signed the measure
into law.

Although far from perfect, a beginning had been made in bringing civil
government to Alaska, albeit in a very primitive form. Amended on several
occasions, the First Organic Act served Alaska's governmental needs until
replaced by the Second Organic Act in 1912, which, however, retained many

aspects of the 1884 measure, including the judicial system.
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THE FIRST U.S5. DISTRICT COURT, SITKA

A few months after the U.S. Army had left Alaska, Dr. Sheldon Jackson, a
Presbyterian home mission organizer, arrived at Wrangell. Only a little over
five feet tall, Jackson possessed a sérappy personality. lNver since he had
first heard the Scripture he had desired to serve the Lord. Educated at Union
College and Princeton Theological Seminary, he ;abored in an Indian school in
Kansas, served as a chaplain during the Civil War, and at its conclusion
performed parish duties in Minnesota. Throughout the 1870s, Jackson devoted
his time to establishing churches throughout an eleven-state aréa from the
Canadian boundary to the Rio Grande. Never a modest man, he liked to be called
the "Rocky Mountain: Superintendent." 1In time he yearned to plant churches in
new lands. In 1877 he had the chance to escort the widow Amanda McFarland to a
missionary assignment in distant Wrangell, Alaska. At the time nobody realized
that Alaska had just found its most influential spokesman.l

Jackson found Alaska to be exciting and challenging., In 1883 he sold his
Denver home and moved to the nation's capital., He knew that without ceaseless

lobbying in Washington, D.C., Alaskans would be unable to communicate the
district's peculiarities and needs to Congress. Annually he traveled between
Alaska and Washington, D.C., telling legislators of the needs of the far
northern frontier. Above all, he desired the Christian elevation of Alaska's
population, and since the majority of the district's résidents were aboriginals
this then meant primarily the conversion of the Natives.2

As Jackson soon realiﬁed. unléss the aborigines first acquired a rudimen-
tary grasp of Caucasian civilization, Christianity must fail. Such a rudimen-
tary grasp included sanitary living habits, the mutual obligations of wedlock,

and the dignity of the individual. Therefore, as was happening in similar




: circumstances elsewhere such as in Africa or Polynesia, primary education had
to accompany Christian conversion. Jackson therefore campaigned to educate and
convert Indian, Aleut, and Eskimos. Within a decade, Jackson bound his de-
rnomination to Alaska, convinced thousands of his fellow councrymen of the
northern frontier's promise, and importuned a wide range of public officials on

the district's behalf. He used many magazines to tell the Great Land's story,

and wrote a propangandistic book entitled Alaska and Missions on the North

Pacific Coast, published din 1880. 1In addition, he delivefed lectures on the
north all over the northeastern part of the United States.g.

Jackson soon realized that Alaska contained considerahle natural ré—
sources, but that the Congress and the federal government neglected this
sub=-arctic region. This federal apathy soon brought avariecious merchants,
prostitutes and saloonkeepers, real estate speculators and bunko artists north.
Jackson despised these groups and considered them social lepers. What Alaska
needed to assure its long-range future were resident home builders, Jackson
was determined to encoufage tﬁe latter, and in April 1885 he had gained such
wide recognition that Congress appointed him as the district's first General
Agent of Education with his office located in Washington, D.C.4

While Jacksﬁn built his power base, varilous aspilrants for the administra-
tive positions created under the Organic Act of 1884 vied for appointment. The
Reverend 5, Hall Young, a Jackson protege, wanted his mentor to block the
appointment of a Catholic, miner, or‘tradér to one of these positions, while
other citilzens advised Jackson whom he should or should not recommend to
President Chester Arthur for the district's first'governor,'judge, attornmey,
marshal, clerk, and four commissioners. = As historian Ted C. Hinckley has

observed, "their iImportuning were wasted; senatorial patronage had to be

served." It is probable that Nevada's U.S. Senators named John H. Kinkead, a



veteran Far West politieilan, as the district's first governor. The new chief
executive was no stranger to Alaska, having served ag Sitka's first postmaster
in 1868, Later he moved back to Nevada, and advanced from businessman to that
state's governor.5

Asg éarly as December 8, 1883, Ogden Hoffman, one of California's federal
district ecourt judges, urged U.S5. Senator John F, Miller to nominate “Ward
McAllister, Jr. for the yet~to-be-created office of U.5, district éourt judge
for Alaska. The judge considered McAllister to be "a man of ability and good

professional attainment,"

and one whose "integrity was beyond question." The
applicant had served two years as assistant district attorney for California,
which added to ™the qualifications for the office which he otherwise
posgessed.”" Hoffman meﬁtioned that McAllister's age (he was merely 30 vears
0ld) had been held against him. The judge found that argument without merit
because he had been nearly a yéar younger when appointed to the bench,
Furthermore, Hoffman expected "that at first there will be little business
before the court., Mr. McAllister will have abundant opportunity, as it grows,
to grow up with it."6

Ward HcAllister; Jr., the nephew of prominent San Francisco attorney Hall
McAllister, and the grandson of Matthew Hall McAllister, the first Circuit
Judge of California, was educated at Princeton College. From there he went to
the Albany Law School, and finally studied for three years at the Harvard Law
School before returning to California. He passed the bar examination, and
gained appointment as assistant United States attorney. Within weeks several

California newspapers announced that it was understood that the young man "will

probably be appointed the U.S. District Judge of Alaska." According to the

Daily Alta California, McAllister had "mwany high recommendations <for the

position and his appointment would be very popular here." Many San Francisco




merchants with business interests in Alaska backed his appointment., Although a
young man, he posgsessed a sound knowledge of the law; and, ﬁs one remarked,
"judicial minds are hereditary in his family." For those opposing the
appointment because of ‘age, the editor advised that "on this ceast, young
judges have been extensively tried, and have always proven satisfactory," 1In
fact, "the present Superior bench of this State includes five very young men,
and among them are some of the most regpected judges in the State." The editor
concluded that youth might be cbnsiaered a fault on the East Coast,Abut.that

- was not the case on the West Coast, The Daily Evening'Posp announced that

McAllister's many friends in San Francisco "will be gratified to know that he
has every assurance of his appointment to the United States District Judgeship
of Alaska.," California's U.S. Senators as well as others supported him, and it
was "settled that with the passage of the bill providing fﬁr a territorial
government the commission as Judge will issue to Mr. McAllister," to be met

with universal approval. The San TFrancisco Morning Call stated that his

friénds believed that his appointment to the judgeéhip was certain.7

Further support came.from many members of the San Francisco Bar, an&
perhaps most importantly, from- Attorney Ceneral Benjamin H. Brewster whe told
the Presidentithat "it 1s my desire for the first and only time since I have

been Attorney General to present a person for appointment to a judgeship upon

my own personal recomméndation, and to gratify my own personal wishes."

Brewster asked that the President appoint McAllister. Indeed, Brewster con-
fessed that his mind had "been pre-occupiled with a wish to obtain this gentle~
man's [McAllister's) advancement." Brewster conecluded by stating '"that in the
strongest way I personally request his appointment," but if his wish conflicted
with the President’s personal desires or political necessities he asked him to

disregard it. It was no surprise that McAllister received the appointment as
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Alaska's first U.S, district court judge on July 15, 1884. On August 25,
McAllister sent his oath, taken before the Homorable Ogden Hoffman, United
States District Judge of California, to.the department of justice.8

E.W. Haskett, an Iowa Republican, became the district's first U.S. attor-
ney. Historian Hinckley has described the man as "not so much callow as
dreary, inadequately educated, banal, and often boorish." Manson C., Hillyer, a
former San Francisco f£lour merchant, accepted appointment as Alaska's first
U.S5. marshal, and Andrew T. Lewis of Iilinois fecame the clerk of the court.
John G. Brady, PresbyteriaA minister and ancther Jackson protege, became one of
Alaska's four commissioners statiéned in Sitka, the capital, while the other
three, also appeinted on July 25, 1884 were located at Wrangell, Juneau, and
Unalaska in the Aleutians. The position of commissioner was a familiar one
across the Far West, Brady and his fellow commissioners quickly learned that
they were to be probate judge, justice of the peace, land office registrar,
notary public, and much more. The Federal Blue Book was not of much help,

This 1884 publication, entitled Compilation of the Laws of the United States

Applicable to the Duties of the Governor, Attorney, Judge, Clerk, Marshall, and

Commissioners of the District of Alaska contained only eight pages on the laws

which applied to commlssioners., It contalned twenty specific instructions
detailing the duties of commissioners. They could administer ocaths, take bail
and affidavits, imprison or ball offenders of the law, 1Issue search and arrest
warrants, and discharge poor convicts.9

President Chester Arthur made the appointments on July 5, 1884; but it
took the new officials several months to travel‘to Sitka. The first to arrive
was Governor Kinkead. He quickly realized that the civil government would face
formidable obstacles created by the district's small, fluid settlements scat-

tered over a huge area together with .a very diffilicult terrain and climate.




Historian Hinckley stated that the governor and his fellow public servants
inherited'many administrative headaches.. For example, Sitka's jail was unfit,
and a recent fire in the Customs House had eliminated an adequate courtroom
There were no funds to pay for the subsistence or ﬁransportation of prisoners.
In fact, the governor remarked, the district did not even have a tax system.lo

While the judge and several o£her judicial officials were delayed in San
Francisco, Kinkead reinstated the Indian Police force created by Navy Commander
L. A. Beardslee at a monthly salary of $25 each to assist in controlling the
Native population. When the officials finally arrived, they organized the
United States District Court established by the Organic Act of May 17, 1884 on
November 4, 1884 in a room set apart for court use in the old military barracks
building at Sitka, Ward McAilister, Jr., the district judge, Andrew T. Lewis,
the clerﬁ of the court, Munson C. Hillyer, the U.8. Marshal, and Edward W.
Haskett, the district attofney were present for the occasion, Later that same
day, the new court adﬁitted John F, McLean, an officer with the U,S. Sigral
Sefvice, Major M. P, Berry, a veteran of the Mexican an& Civil Wars, and
Haskett to fhe Alaska bar. These three individuals comprised the Alaska bar
until June 20, 1885 when John G. Heid gained admission. In October, the number
af attbrneys practicing in Alaska increased when the district court admitted
Willoughby Clark, John F. Maloney, R, D. Crittenden, and Commissioner John G.
Brady. 1

In the meantimé, thé judge tried wvarious casés, and on December 2, 1885
he detained Michael Travers on a liquor violation in lieu of $1,000 bail.
Where to jail Travers, however, presented a problem. The Organic Act had
provided $1,000 for the repalr and alteration of the.old Army guardhouse to
convert it into a jail. The naval commander, however, had the authofity to

determine which buildings to turn over to the collector of customs. Captain H,



E. Nichols decided to use the Army guardhouse for'Naval prisoners rather than
to use the facilities aboard ship. When MeAllister appealed to Nichols for
aid, the latter replied that he felt obliged to assist Alaska's eivil

authoritlies in the execution of the laws, but could not accommodate the judge.

McAllister noted that lack of a prison was not the only problem. He also had

no funds to feed prisoners, and the court was not to convene again until May,
1885. This necessitated, 1f a jail could be found, the lonpterm detention of
prisoners,

These and other difficulties made officials wonder if the new civil
government would operate at éll. It would be difficult to impanel juries given
the small resident population of Americans in Sitka. The town's lawyers
doubted that a jury was even legal in Alaska, for the Oregon Code, now operable
in Alaska, required that, in order to be a member of a grand or petit jury in a
civil or criminal 'case, one had to be a taxpayer. Neither Congress nor
Alaska's residents, however, had been able to levy a tax. VU.S. Attorney
General Benjamin H, Brewster took his time in replying to queries, and his
answers did not clear the questions. And although there was a commissioner at
Unalaska, an Aleutian litigant taking‘his case to the district court at Sitka
had to travel a considerably longer mileage than the twelve hundred miles
separating the two points, for no direct transportation existed. He had to go
and come via San Francisco, involving a distance of almost four thousand
miles.13

The judge probably was surprised when he learned that, although Alaska was
legally dry, breweries operated in both Sitka and Juneau and it was not diffi-
cult to purchase liquoxr. The governor, a good Christian, recommended that
Congress recognize reality and abolish prohibition and in its place substitute
a system of licensed liquor distributors. This would provide the district with
some badly needed revenue, hg argued, and also exclude irresponsible traders
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who bartered fire water to the Natives. The governor's proposal soon became

knovm as "high license," supported by many but rejected as dangérous by Jackson

and his followers.l4

What seems apparent is that Kiﬁkead; MeAllister and Haskett misjudged
Jackson‘é influence and determination. Physically he was a small fellow, a
leading missionary and very much of a Puritan. In addition, he championed
Native rights, and there were few members of the Panhandle's floating popu~
lation who could identify themselves with a minister who insisted that Indians
also possessed rights. Most, however, empathized with the governor's realistic
and earthy attitudés.15

Kinkead certainly did not desire to fight with .Jacksnn. Tﬁe latter's
Sitka Training School, however, soon sparked a bitter contro§ersy. Creocles had
become upset as newer arrivals encfoa;hed on their property and status, They
became envious of the attractive, Presbyterian Subsidiéed'houses built adjacent
to the training school, believing them to be on their land. They complained to
U.S, Attorney Haskett. He checked the boundaryrclaims of.the Sitka Training
.School in January 1885 and found them to be extensive. Earlier, Brady had laid
out and cleared this tract.with Native help. Haskett wrote to the U.S. attor-
ney general that ﬁhis was the only land adjoining the city of Sitka which was
' suitablé for constructing residential buildings, He complained that the
missionaries had taken over_therentiré tract and "fenced up the road to the
grave yard" and had assumed control of all of the improvements on the land.16

For the next couple of months, Haskett apparently encouraged Creole
jealousies at several public meetings by drawing comparisons between them and
the local Indians. Haskett created racial hatred, an& at one mneeting, when
Jackson attempted to be heard, he was shouted down. At another one Brady tried

to speak and ended up in a fist fight, while Jackson fled to the woods for
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safety. After some disgruntled individuals invaded his office, Jackson boarded
the steamer south.17

In the meantime, McAllister decided to go south to enjoy some of the
amenities of civilized 1ife since the court was not in session during March of
1885 at either Sitka or Wrangelll When the judge returned after a brief
absence, he discovered that Haskett had created a nasty controversv with
Jackson, Haskett told McAllister that the people  disliked the missionaries,
Clearly, there was no love lost between Jackson and most of the officials.

During McAllister's absence, Haskett had been summoned to appear before
Commissioner Brady on chérges of assault and battery. Although the case was
settled, it seemed impossible to divert the U.S. attorney's anger at the
missionaries. The judge then agreed with Haskett that the Sitka Training
School's boarding pupil comtract was close to indentured servitude, Haskett
called it slavery, and refused to accept Brady's explanation of the contract,
namely that unless the Native children Wwere removed from their parents for five
years it would be impossible to implant American values, The U.S. attorney
convinced two Sitka Indlan parents to withdraw their child. When he asked
Brady to begin legal action to free the Indian girl, the commissioner refused
to act, A. J. Davis, the director of the training school, wrote Jackson that
the school had lost more than half of its children. Haskett had been violent
and promised to cause further troubles. McAllister dissolved the injunction
when it came before him, proﬁably because he was told that it was dangerous to
stir up the Tlingits who six years earlier had threatened to burn the capi-
tal.18 |

In an angry letter to the Reverend Wm. M. Cleveland, the new Democratic

President's brother, Jackson recounted the Presbyterian missionary activities

among the Natives designed to bring education and civilization to these people.
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Out of the approximately 34,000 inhabitants of Alaska, no mofé than 1,200 were
Caucasians. Therefore).the governmeﬁt was mainly dealing with Natives, and the
officers should be men who, through "their temperance, ~virtue and upright
conduct” set a good example to these people, Turthermore, these men should
"make it a study how best to lead this native population in their efforts to
emerge from barbarism to the higﬁer plane of American eivilization..,." These
officials, most importantly, should be “in_full éympathy with the efforts -of
all the Mlssionary Societies.” Jackson told the Président's brother that
Congress had. granted Alaska provisional povernment in 1884 "largely through the
efforts of the Presbyterian Church." Thereupon, leading U.S. Senators had
urged President Arthur to appoint "exceptionally good men to these offices.™
Unfortunately, however, it was just before the Republican Convention .at
Chicago, an& "it was feared that President ‘Arthur traded the offices for
votés."l9 |

| Jackson then 1it into the district's civil govefnmental officials.
Kinkead, from Nevada, was "a broken down politician.. He gets drunk & is said
to gamble; He is a man of no intellectual or executive force & and accomplish-
es nothing fér the country or thé people." Smooth in vords and profuse in his
expressiéns of friendship "to your face" he was "treacherous behind your back."
~Kinkead had obﬁiously neglected his duties, because he had spent only two out
of his eleven months' term in Alaska, The remaining nine months he had been in
Nevada and Washington; Worse yet, the goverpmor was hostile at heart to the
échool work and cared "nothing for the elevation of the people, although in
public he makes great pretension in that direc;ion." The marshal and the clerk
of court were acceptable. The former, also from Nevada, did not drink, but
gambled. He had treated the teachers pleasantly, and neither interfered with

nor asslsted their work. "He 1s a2 falr man as politicians go." The latter
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neither drank nor gambled, and as a former school teacher took a natural
interest in the "education and elevation of the Native people."20

Jackson reserved his most vitriolic eritiecism for the U.S; attorney and
the judge. The former he characterized as "an uneducated man--rowdy in his
manner--vulgar & obscene in his conversation--low In his tastes,--gpending much
of his time in saloons--a gambler and habitual drunkard with but a smattering

of legal knowledge." Jackson falled to understand how such an individual could

have been appointed to office unless it had been asg a rewafd for political

service; The latter was but a young man, "not long admitted to the bar," with
little legal expevience and "still less knowledge." Jackson observed that
McAllister "gets drunk & is a fast young man in every sense of the word. It is
reported that his family had him sent out here to keep him from ruin in New
York & San Francisco." Jackson was less than fair in his assessment of the
judge, for McAllister was a competent and well-connected San Francisco attorney
who probably had only accepted the appeintment to galn further experience in
the federal judiciary. Jackson, however, was relentless, He accused
McAllister of having left Alaska Iin the fall of 1884 and not ret;rned untll the
middle of March 1885, This was patently untrue, because McAllister had only
taken a couple of weeks in March.21

Upon his return to Sitka in the middle of March, McAllister held court at
eight o'clock that night. And here was the rub. The judge took "a Christian
Indian girl of about 16 years of age an orphan from our school & gave her over
into the keeping of an Indian womaﬁ of bad character, who wanted her for
prostitution at Victoria British Columbia." Jacksonrthen related that "rumor
says that the judge slept with this woman on the steamer on their way to Alaska
together. BRumor has it that several of the Govt. officials are in the constant

habit of cohabiting with Indian women."
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If this was not outrageous enough, another incident occurred a feﬁ days
later. Jackson related that the previous winter en "Indian- qorcerer & his wife
brought their daughter a girl of about 12 years of age to the sthool, asking
the superintendent to take & bring her up as his own daughter in the white
~man's ways-—giving her up for a period of flve years," A few weeks afterward
the Indians "hearing an opportunlty to sell the girl (for Indian parents in
" Alaska sell their children into slavery or to miners & others for prostitution)
the parents came & wanted to get her out of the school." The superintendent
refused the request. They then offered to replace the girl with a boy, and
even offered the scheol official ten dollars. All failed. The parents there-
upon hired two Indians to steal the girl. The two prowled around the school
buildings for a week before they were discovered and caught, When all had
failed, the U.S. attorney encouraged the parents "to get out a writ of habeas
corpus.'" Judge McAllister then ruled that the verbal contract of the parents
giviné up the child for five years was not binding; that the superintendent,.a
Caucasian, "could not make a written contact with a native parent;" and if "the
superintendent should use restraint in preventing the children from running
away or leaving scheol when they chose he wauld be liable to both fine &
imprisonment." 22

As a result of theee actions, throughout March and April 1885, Jackson
stated, "the combined efforts and malice of the Judge, Distriet Attorney, &
Government Interpreter George g;etrimentinoff" caused the removal of "47 of the
103 children gathered in the Government & Mission'Bonrdiﬁg School...."' They
were "taken out from under Christian care & industrial training & remanded back
to the £ilth, degradation & vice of their native homes,"23

For seven long years, Jackson mourned “our teachers have toiled amid

privation & hardship, and both the Church & Covernment expended thousands of
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dollars to bring the school to its present size & efficiency."” In one month,
the judge, U.,5. attorney and the interpreter had destroyed half of that work.
Jackson told the Reverend Wm. M. Cleveland that he already had appealed to his
sister to prevail upon the President "to suspend the Judge & Dist. Attorney at
once before they do still further mischief." The situation was urgent., "We
feel desperate to sit still & see these drunken officials destroy the work of
years & know that by one word your brother can suspend them, & thus stop their
work of destruction."24

Jackson ally John G. Brady held a similarly low opinion of the judge. The

Chicago Tribune quoted Brady as having stated that McAllister's legal experi-

ence had consisted of a brief term as asslstant United States district attorney
at San Francisce. McAllister's father, a New York caterer, was a close friend
of Attorney General Brewster who had insisted on the appointment. Less than
thirty years old, he was an eastern dude and Anglomaniac. Young McAllister had
spent but a short time on the Pacific Coast "and was destitute on almost every
attribute which would Véntitle him to the supreme control of the judi~
.eial...affairs of a great, half-civilized Territory." Historian Hinckley
concluded that Brady's dislike for McAllister was personal as well as profes-
sional. The commissioner jested that "with his little velvet jacket, high
collar, gloves and dandy cane...he was a rare curiosity in Sitka.”25

Lt. T. Dix Bolles, the executive officer of the Pinta had observed the
Haskett-McAilister assault on the school. He made a sworn statement that
Haskett was an intemperate man who had "incitéd the Russians and Indians to
overt acts of violence and arson." When McAllister had allowed a woman, who
was not the mother of the child, "to take the child away from the school where

its parents had placed it," this quickly "led to a loss of almost one-half of

the scholars, many of them young girls, who represented to their parents just
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so much coin by the sale of their virtue." The effects were falt by the
missionary who worked among the Chilkats at Haines. These Natives heard that
the government officilals reported thét the feachers were not good, that they
mistreated the children under thelr care, and "starved beat and witched them
to death." The Chilkats hecame insolent, unteachable, -suspleious and contempu
tuous toward the missionary. For the first time they openly brewad hoochinoo,
and men, women, and children became drunk. The situation ﬁorsened to such a
degree that the work of the Haines mission had to be suspended.26

The climax to this whole affair came in May when a grand Jury, composed of
numerous Creoles, indicted Jackson on numerous charges. Alaska's general agent
for education found himself imprisoned for a few hours. By that time, also,
the new President, Grover Cleveland, had received numérous pleas to remove
Alaska's officials. The Women's Executive Committee of the Home Missions of
the Presbyterian Church petitioned the President to remové the attorney, judge,
and m#rshal because fhey persisfently had "used the powers and privileges of
their office to the great injury of  these schools ‘[Presbyterian mission
'schools] and the distress of fhe teachers.”" Worse yet, these same offiéials
were attempting "to secure the displacemenf of...Dr. Sheldon Jackson, a man who
has the perfect confidence of all the promiment religious denominations by whom
he was recommended for appointment."27 |

Others supported Jackson's pléa for the removal of the officials. Lieu-
tenant Bolles refuted complaints Creoles had made againsﬁ Dr, Jackson, and
stated that "certain memhefs of the Civil Government have spent their emergies
& time in striving to break up this Indian School, instead of attending to
flagrant breaches of the law which took place daily under their eyes & into
which fhéy joined." Bolles particularly blamed Haskett for many of the trou-

bles, a sentiment echoed by Commissioner .Brady who stated that he was a
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drunkard. In fact, the largest saloon keeper in town had told him that Haskett
"owed him a large sum for drinks at the bar & that he did not expect to get a
cent out of him." Brady was also highly critical of Governor Kinkead, who had
"been drunk most of the time & spends his intervals in cursing Jackson." An
Indian woman had told Brady that the marshal "is her current sweetheart & I
have every reason to believe that she told the truth." TIn short, the behavior
of these officials toward the mission school an& Jackson was "without ex-
cuse."28

While most critics condemned Haskett and Hillyer, some had kind words for
the judge. J. B. Metcalfe of the Sitka Agency of the Pacifié Coast Steamship
Company had found McAllister to be "a very pleasant gentleman,,.and a very
agreeable Judge before whom to try a case." Metcalfe recognized that
McAllister had gotten into hot water by issuing the writs of habeas corpus
freeing school children. He speculated that the Presbyterians had become upset
about the loss of children, because the larger number of students reported in
attendance, the more money the Sitka Training School would receive from the
Home Board. Metcalfe stated that he would regard it "as unfortunate, at this
time to have the Judge removed as he has been here justllong enough to know the
wants of the Territory" and had trled very hard "to make fit the crude and at
best clumsy act creatiﬁg the civil govermment of Alaska." 1In fact, McAllister
served the interests of the government well and should be retained, On June
16, 1885 Jackson apparently had a change of heart and told the new U.S.
Attorney General, A. H. Garland, that the first term of the U.S. distriet court
at Sitka had just ended and that it gave him "great pleasure to write you that
I have been pleased with Judge McAllister's conduct on the Bench." Jackson

explained that he was even more pleased because a month ago he had telegraphed

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs an unfavorable report about the judge in-

connection with his rulings on the Indian School cases.29 Jackson did not
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mention the critical letters about McAllister he had sent to the President’s -
b;other-and to the chief executive himself. In any event, it was too late by
then, because President Grover Cleveland had decided to fire all of the offi-
clals with the exception of Jackson, Brady, and Lewis.

Shortly after the removal of the officials, Jackson thanked President
Cleveland, stating that he had lived in frontier territories for the last
twenty-six years, "and I have never, not even in Arizona, wﬁich had some hard
cases, seen a mote worthless set of public officials than" the Alaska Zroup.
He was grateful for the retention of Brady and Lewis "whe have soberly &
honestly tried to do their duty. He was convinced that once the President's
new appointees reached Alaska to "assume the reims of Goverﬁment, 1aw-aﬁiding
citizens will breathe freer,"30 |

Jackson and his followers breathed easier, but at least two of the removed
officials were profoundly unhappy. Kinkead, although acknowledging the right
" of the President to dismiss him, complained that he was not informed of any
cause for the remcval; "My resignatiou," he continued, was at "any moment" at
the President's disposal, and he "would have been gratified had the ?esignation
been asked for, and thus saved the neceésity for the order of suspension."
Kinkead continued that he had been "only too glad to be relieved from an
unsatisfactory and thankless position" which had to continue so for his succes—

sors under "the present crude and ineffective Organic Act creating the District
of Alaska." Kinkead had‘learned %ﬁf& Ward McAllister, Sr., who had talked with
the President, that Cleveland had stated that he "had been informed byrthe most
estimable and reliable" citizens of Alaéka that the government officials there
were ﬁunworthy and hence you removed them." Kinkead reminded the President
that he had been in Alaska on aﬁd off since the cession of the.territory by

Russia in 1867. He knew nearly every white resident and Lt was, therefore, not
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difficult to determine who these "reliable estimable and trustworthy". citizens
had been, namely Dr. Jackson and a few others controlled by him, Kinkead
aszured Cleveland that this group had misrepresented the federal officials, and
in no way represented the wishes and opinions of Alaska's people. In fact,
Alaskans would find 1t unpleasant to discover that the government was unable to
find any trustworthy citizens except Jackson and his small group. Kinkead did
not care about his job at all, but felt obliged to protest against the removal
of Judge McAllister, Jr. who had "been falsely and malignantly misrepresented"
to the President. Jackson's accusation that MeAllister was a scoundrel,
drunkard and dishonest man was a "willful and malicious" 1lie without any
foundation. In fact, he continued, these accusations "could only have emanated
from the diseased brain of a lunatic which I in charity believe Jackson to be."
As for his own character, Kinkead sinply referred the President to Nevada's and
California's Congressional delegations for reference5.3l |

As for Jackson, he had disgraced the highly respected Presbyterians whom
he represents "by his ill-judged and unwarrantable disregard of the rights of
citizens and his expressed contempt for the law." He had "antagonized the
entire people against himself and the cause he so fearfully misrepresents has
paved the way for the advent of the Church of Rome" whose representatives would
control the Natilves, Kinkead told the President that Jackson was an
Archhypocrite, a liar and a dishonest man, a malicious libeler and defamer of
honest men.'" Jackson repeatedly had threatened the court and juries "with the
power and displeasure of the Sister of the President." He had boasted publicly
that eighteen U.S, Senators would vote as he directed them upon any proposi-
tion, and read to Kinkead an extract of a.letter from Miss Clevelénd which

stated that "hereafter the President will Ilook to you [Jackson] for all
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truthful information in regard to matters in Alaska."32 In short, Cleveland

had been taken in by a clever, ruthless and dishonest'maﬁ;

The McAllisters, father.and son, were extremely unhappy with Cleveland's
decigion and attempted, albeit unsuccessfully; to persuade the President to
review his decision. Both felt that the removal was a disgracé and that only a
reappointment could remove the blot from the family. The formef Jjudge even
traveled to Alaska in November 1885, cilrculating a petition for sigﬁatures to
be sent to the President asking for reinstatement. Henry States, the commis-
eloner at Juneau, informed Jackson of McAllister's plané. _According to States,
the petition was in the hands of the saloon men Mand the way they obtain
signatures is the saloon man says take a drink and then presents”the petition
for his signature iﬁ'tﬁis way they get quite a number.of signatures." The
commissioner assured Jackson that ne member of the Jﬁnead Bar would sign it,
and some of the leading businessmen had withheld théir signatures as well,
Jackson was only to happy to pass this information to.the Presid;znt.33 Jackson
was not a magnamimous man, and apparently took a personal delight in kicking a
foe when he already was down.

With the change in administration, the department of justice had received
applications for appointment to various offices even before Cleveland had
dismissed most of the Alaska slate of officials. As early as March 18835,
supporters of Edward J. ﬁéwne of Salem, Oregon recommendéd him fof the Alaska
judgeship. Dawne, an attorney and counselor practicing before "all the courts"
of Oregon, appeared to be "a gentleman possessed of excellent literacy and
legal attainments...well fitted and qualified. to perform the duties of any
Judiéial position which it may please President Cleveland to bestow upon him."
The man seemed to fit. the position. E. J, Jeffery, the chalrman of the

Democratic State Central Committee of Oregon, strongly recommended Dawne, and
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so did scores of other worthy citizens, Those endorsing the applicant
variously referred to him as a "lawyer and counselor," a "colonel," or even
"Dr. E. J. Dawne," hinting at an eventful past. On March 17, 1885 Dawﬁe sent
his application together with 2z petition, signed by 123 prominent citizens and
another 13 nationally-known inaividuals to the President, He stated that he
was forty-two years old, had been a resident of Salem, Oregon for thirteen
years, and was a member of the Oregon Bar. Dawne considered himself fully
qualified for the job, "having made the administration of the Oregon Code,
which is extended to Alaska, a special study." Three days later he also mailed
his application for the Alaska district court judgeship.to Attorney General
Garland. He stated that he applied at "the urgent request of my friends." He
assured Garland that he neither claimed nor asked for any reward for party
services. For an ex-Confederate Cleveland's victory was all he had desired.
If appointed he promised to honestly fulfill the duties of the position.34
. Jackson had heard of Dawne. He considered him to be "a Christian man with
a Christian wife, & while I would not have chosen him,™ he admitted that "he is
well spoken of in Oregon & I think will make an efficlent acceptable Judge."
On July 21, 1885, Cleveland appointed Dawne the new district court judge, and
the new official took the oath of office on August 20 of that year and traveled
to. Alaska to assume his duties.35

Soon after Dawne's appointment, disquieting news about the man reached the
department of justice and the President. R. W, Thompson of Salem told
Cleveland that Dawne's appointment had come as a surprise to many. Everybodf
knew that he was' seeking the position, and many signed his petition 'not
thinking that there was any probability that 1t would meet with favorable

consideration.” Many of those who had signed, Thompson claimed, now regretted

it and declared "that Dawne was totally unfit for the place or any position of
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trust.'" This abpéared to be the general sentiment among both lawyers and
laymen in Salem.

Dawne had boasted that the new Attorney General,.A. BE. Garland, ﬁas a good
friend, and that the secrétary of the interior had offered him a consulship in
Japan. In short, the man was a braggard, and "his want of veraciﬁy is notori-
ous wherever he is known." The legal fraternity did not consider Dawme "a
lawyer‘in any proper sense of the term" Admitted to the ﬁar only five vyears
ago; he had Been a broker since that time, but no longer engaged in that
business since he had "lost the confidence of those whose money'he formally
loaned." Thompson listed scores of Salem citizens, lawyers, judges,.business-
men, and - investors who opposed the appointment, Most of these, though, had
signed Dawne's petitien, '"but admit . their error in so doing."36 Obviously,
most of those who had endorsed and supported Dawne initially had been
untruthful in their evaluations of the man.

Dawne -apparently had-cdme‘to Salem from somewhere in Arkansas in about
1872, "Thfough the most barefaced.falsehood'and ﬁisrepresentatidn [he] ob-
‘tained a chair as professer [sic] in thé Medical Department of the Willamette
University." Within a year the administration of the University discovered
that Dawne "never had a Diploma of Medicine nor even.a Medical Education,"
wheréupon. the faculty summarily dismissed him, probably with red faces.
Thereupon Dawne, a very resourceful fellow, insinuated himself into the Method-
ist Church South and worked as a pfeacher. In 1874, at the aﬁnual conference

at Dixile iIn Oregon, Dawne was "tried, silenced and suspended form the Church

until such time as he would clear himself of the charges then and there
prefered [sic] against him." He never did. Thereafter, Dawne and his wife, "a
very fine laday [sic]," taught school for several years, after which he became

a broker and finally was admitted to the bar. His colleagues, however, did not
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consider him a lawyer but rather looked upon him " as what is usually called a
shyster by the professién.”37 |

Other Oregon citizens followed suit in denouncing Dawne's appointment.
B.F. Harding represented working democrats in Salem, and they all felt that
Clgveland "had been grossly decelved" in the Dawne appointment. In the mean-
time, however, the new judge acknowledge& receipt of his commission on August
21, 1885 and indicated that he would leave for Alaska in a few days. By that
time, however, a contfoversy ‘had developed about the Dawne appointment.
Newépapers published correspondence In which the President emphatically blamed
someone for making an Insincere recommendation of a man [Dawne] to a territo-
rial judgeship. The published correspondence brought forth some support for
Dawne who now had arrived in Alaska. By September, Alaskans had heard rumors
that Cleveland planned to suspend the judge from office.38

In eaxrly November, criticism of Dawne's performance reached the department
of justice., The U.S, attorney, M, D, Ball, wrote that Dawne hqd been involwved
in twe cases in Sitka, dealing with a hearing and decision of a mgtion and a
demurrer. Dawne reached the correct conclusion, "yet his éant of depth as a
lawyer was shown in the prolixity & irrelevancy of some of his dicta."” Still

there was hope that he might make a fair judge-—but that hope disappeared as

his professional and personal weaknesses revealed themselves. Dawne was

supposed to be Iin Wrangell on the first Monday in November to open court, as

required by law. On October 26, Dawne left Wrangell in a canoe manned by three

Indians bound for Tongass, about 150 miles distant, It contained a small
settlement of Indians and only a couple of Whites.r Before departing, the judge
stated to some that he intended to break up the sale of liquor, and to others
that he had instruction to assist the Canadian authorities in finding thé

murderers of a certain shipowner found slain about his craft in British
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Columbia waters. The U.S. attorney suspected that Dawne had "gone a little
daft, from trouble at the publiéations against him out here, & I.fear he had
not far to go." TFurthermore, Dawne appareﬁtly appbinted several éommissioners
in wvarious communities.without authorizatioh. Since his ‘departure by canoe,
nobedy had heard from him. Apparently, he had instructed the marshal to
adjourn court from day to day until his return. Bﬁt Dawne did not return, and
on November 17 Governor A. r, Swineford informed the attorney general that
Judge Dawne "is missing, with every evidéﬁce of having fled the district to
evade threatened arrest on charges of fﬁrgery and embezzlement." Dawne appar-
ently had intended to return from Tongass via the mail stéamer in time to hold
a term of court ordered to have started on Novembér 2, 1885, .He kneﬁ, however,
that the steamer was ﬁot'due at Wréhgell before November 12. His failure to
return greatly alarmed his wife, "who received and bpéned his letters, thinking
they might throw sﬁme light on his mysterious actions." On November 16 she
.called the\governor and read letters to him which proved conclusively that
Dawne "is both a forger and embezzler, and leaves no doubt in mind that he has
fled to British Columbia.” Swineford concluded that "while no judge at all is
better phan such a one as Dawne, his disappearance névertheless. combletely
blocks the wheels eof justice in the Territory." On December 1, 1885, James
Carroll, the captain of the Alaska mail steamer, wired Cleveland that Dawne had
"left the territory and gone to British Columbia for reasons best known to
himself.” -Alaska's judicial system was in disarray, and its citizens.asked for
an honest and reliable individual to fill the position.38

Help was on the. way, for on December 3, 1885, Cleveland appointed
Lafayette Dawson to fill the vacancy created by Dawne's flight from prose-
cution. Dawson was to serve until 1888, a record incumbency at that point,

while Barton Atkins, the new marshal, served from 1885 until 1889, and M. D,
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Ball, the new U.S. attorney, served until the fall of 1887.39 With these

officlals, Alaska's court system was finally ready to function normally.
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60, N.A. The following 1s ia list of those signlng the petitlon and
writing letters of recommendation for Dawnme:

Copy of Petition and No. of Letters of Recommendation.
Salem, Oregon, March 7, 1885,
To His Excellency,
Grover Cleveland,
President of the United States:

We, the undersigned attorneys of Salem and other cities of Oregonm,
respectfully recommend and ask that EDWARD J, DAWNE, of said city and
State, be appointed Judge of the Territory of Alaska: -

1. B. F. Bonham, Ex~Circuit and Supreme Judge.
2.  Warren Truitt, Attorney-at~law (Blaine Elector).
3. N. B. Knight, Attorney-at-law.

4, T. B, Odeneal, Attorney-at-law, Rep'r. Sup. Court.
5. T. C. Shaw, Attorney-at-law, County Judge.

6. W, G, Piper, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Dist, Attorney.
7. J. W. Hamilton, -Attorney~at-law, Dist. Attorney,
8. C. Ball, Attorney-at-law,

9. G, H. Burnett, Ex-District Attorney.

10. John C. Peebles, Attorney-at-law, Ex.-Co. Judge,
11. J. T. Gregg, Attorney~-at-law. -

12, M. L. Chamberlin, Ex-County Clerk,

13. R. P, Boise, Attorney-at-law, Circuit Judge 34 Judicial District.
14, R. 5. Stahan, Attorney-at-law.

15. H. Bryant, Attorney-at-law,

16. Joshua J, Walton, Attorney-at-law, Ex.-Co. Judge.
17. J. K. Weatherford, Attormey-at-law, State Senator.
18. Geo. E. Chamberlain, Attorney-at-law, Dist. Att'y.
19. J. W. Rayburn, Attorney-at-law.

20, A. Bush, President Bank of Ladd & Bush.
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57.
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64.
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66.
67.
68.
69,
70,
71.

j. H. Albert, Cashier Bank of Ladd & Bush.

Wi, N. Ladue, Pres. First National Bank, Salem.

John Moir, Cashier First National Bank, Salem.

R. H, Dearborn, Merchant,

J. M. Rosenberg & Co., Merchants,

W. Breyman, Banker.

Rufus Mallory, Attorney-at-law, late Member of Congress, and U, S.
Attorney for Oregon.

E. B. McElroy, State Superintendent of Schools.

S. F. Chadwick, Attorney-at~law, Ex-Secretary of State and Governor.

J. M., 54glin, Attorney-at-law and State Senator.

T. J, Black, Attorney-at-law and State Senator,

H, M. Miller, Attorney-at-law.

H. H. Hewitt, Attorney-at-law.

J. J, Whitney, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Dist. Att'y.

L. H. Montanye, Attorney-at-law, Representative.

L. Flinn, Attornmey-at-law, County Judge,

T. J. Stites, Attorney-at-law, Editor "Democrat".

W. R. Bilyeu, Attorney-at-law, State Senator,

John Burnett, Attorney-at-law, Ex—Supreme Judge.

Harvey Shelton, Representative.

Enoch Hoult, State Senator,

W. 5. McFadden, Attorney-at-law.

-

P. P. Prim, Attorney-at-law, Member Supreme Bench 25 years, now State

Senator,

W. M. Ramsey, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Co. Judge.

R. P. Earhart, Secretary of State.

Edward Hirsch, State Treasurer.

W. H, Holmes, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Dist. Att'y,

W. H. H, Waters, Attorney-at-law.

W. C, Johnson, Attorney-at-law.

P. H. D'Arcy, Attorney~at-law, Secretary State Central Committee.

Eugene Semple, Attorney-at-law. ,

C. B. Bellinger, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Circuit Judge and Clerk of
Supreme Court.

H. Y. Thompson, Attorney-at-law, Ex-~Dist. Att'y.

0. 5. Savage, Attorney-at-law, County Judge.

J. M. Bowers, Attorney-at-law,

James Gleason, Attorney-at~law,

Loyal B. Stearns, Attorney-at-law, Circuit Judge.

Emanuel Meyer, Brig. Gen. 0. S. M.

Samuel H. Greenberg, Capitalist.

W. I. Trimble, Attorney-at-law.

W. H. Watkinds, Ex-Superintendent Penitentiary.

L. S. Howlett, Register, Yakima City, W. T.

A, J, Nicklin, Ex-Physician to Insane Asylum,

Frank E. Hodgkin, Assistant Secretary of State,

Geo. 1. Washburn, Attorney-at-law, County Judge.

J. A. Btrattom, Attorney-at-law, Clerk Sup. Court.

W. P. Lord, Attorney-at-law, Justice Sup. Court.

W. W, Thayer, Attorney~at-law, Justice Supreme Court.

Chas, B. Moores, Attorney-at-law, Private Secretary to Covernor.

J. Wolford, Merchant.

Geo. Wiliiams, Banker,
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72,
73.
74,
75.
76.
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79.
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121.
122,
123,
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B. N. Hayden, Attorney-at-law,
Mark A. Fullerton, Attorney-at-law.
E. L. Bristow, Editor "Daily Standard."

J. B. Fithian, Local Editor "Daily Standard." -

W. W. Baker, Editor "Rural Spirit."
W. S, Ladd, President Bank of Ladd & Tilton.

‘Van B. Delashmutt, President Cosmopolitan Bank.

Joseph Meyer, Merchant.

Sol. Hirsch, State Senator and late Republican candldate for 0.8,

Senator.
. Fleischner, Ex-~State Treasurer.
. Lair Hill, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Editor "Daily Oregonian."
. Williams, Attorney-at-law, Ex—Congressman.
. M. Kaiser, Attorney-at~law.
. ¥, Grover, Attorney—at law, Ex-U,S. Senator.
James K. Kelly, Attorney-at—law, Ex-U.S. Senator.
L., Scott, Attorney-at-law.
Wm. Foley, Attorney-at-law.
Geo. W. Yocum, Attormey-at-law,
Wm, Gregory, Atterney-at-law.
Frank V. Drake, Attorney-at-—law.
John M. Gearin, Attorney-at-law, Digtrict Att Vo

'R. W. Bybee, Attorney-at-law.

W. Scott Beebe, Attorney-at-law,
Henry E. McGinn, Attorney-at-law.
Sidney Dell, Attorney-at-law.
Raleigh Stott, Attorney-at~law, Ex—Judge 4th Distriet.
Seneca Smith, Attorney-at~law, Circuilt Judge #th District.
John R. Wheat, Attorney-at-law. :
Charles Gardner, Attorney-at-law.
J. C. Moreland, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Dist, Att ¥.
Robert L. McKee, Attorney-at-law.
E. Mendenhall, Attorney-at-law,
John Adair, Jr., Attorney-at-law.
B. F. Dowell, Attorney-at-law,
J. G. Chapman, Attorney-at-law.
W. W. Chapman, Attorney-at~law.
X. N, Steeves, Attorney~-at-law,
W. T. Burney, Attorney-at-law.
V. K. Strode, Attorney-at-law.
G. G. Ames, Attorney-at-law.
A. 8. Bennett, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Dist. Judge,
E. D. Shattuck, Attorney-at-law, Ex-Sup. Judge.

H. Carter, Attorney-at-law,

Campbell, Attorney-at-law.

H, Hewett, Attorney-at-law,

Wheeler, Assistant State Treasurer.

Kelsay, Attorney~at-law, Ex~Judge Supreme Court.
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. Starr, Professor Willamette University.

. Rowland, Physician, Ex-State Superintendent of Schools.

R. Hammer, Attorney-at-law.
+ Cornell, Printer and Publisher,
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATLION FROM:

1. Hon. L. F. Grover, Ex-U.S, Senator.
2. Hon. James K. Kelly, Ex-U.S. Senator, and late Supreme Judge of
Oregon.

3. Hon. Rufus Mallory, Ex-Congressman and late U.S5. District Attorney
for Oregon. . :

4. Hon. W. D. Fenton, (leveland Elector.

5. Hon. L. ¥. Lane, Ex-Congressman.

6. Hon. Edward Hirsch, State Treasurer.

7. Hon. R. P. Earhart, Secretary of State.

8. Col., N. B. Knight, Attorney-at-law.

a. Hon, T. B. Odeneal, Supreme Court Reporter.

10. Hon. John Kelsay, Ix-Supreme Judge.

11i. Hon. Warren Truitt, Blaine Elector.

12. Hon. Geo. H, Williams, U.S. Senator and U.S. Attorney General.

13. 2. ¥, Moody, Govermor cf COregomn.
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Relating to the Appointment of Federal Judges, Marshals aﬁd Attorneys,
1853-1901, Alaska 1885~188%, Abbot~Kincaid, box 17, R.G. 60, N.A,

Ibid. '

Ibid.; B. F. Harding to the President, August 31, 1885, Dawne to Garland,
August 21, 1885, unidentified newspaper clipping, August 14, 1885, Emanuel
Meyer, Sidney Dell, Wm. Foley, L. F, Glover to President, August 15, 1885,
Metcalfe to Cleveland, September 28, 1885, General Records of the Depart-
ment of Justice, Records Relating to the Appointment of Federal Judges,
Marshals and Attorneys, 1853-1901, Alaska 1885-1889, Abbot-Kincaid, box
17, R.G. 60, N.A.

M. D. Ball to A. H. Garland, November 9, 1885, James Carroll to Cleveland,

General Records of the Department of Justice, Records Relating to the

29~




Appointment of Federal Judges, Marshals and Attorneys, 1853-1901, Alaska, (j_ﬂ

1885-1889, Abbot~Kincaid, box 17, R.G. 60, N.A.

40. Delaney, Alaska Bar Association, pp. 21-22,

-30-



JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM

James Wickersham was born in Patoka, Illinois, on August 24, 1857, He
attended the public schools in that town, and after graduating from eighth
grade, he taught school in a one-room country school a few miles outside of
Patoka. 1In the spring of 1877 Wickersham moved to Springfield, the state's
capital, where he worked as office boy and janitor in the law office of former
Governor John McAnley Palmer. He slept in a back room of the office, swept the
floors, kindled the fire, and washed windows. For this work he earned five
dollars a month, Soon Wickersham read law in Palmer's office, and taught
school in the small town of Berry in Sangaﬁon County. By that time he lived in
postmaster Isaac Bell's home in nearby Rochester., In January 1880, Wickersham
passed the Illinois bar examination and took a job as a law clerk with the
United States Census Bureau in Springfield. Late that year, on October 27, he
married Deborah Susan Bell, the daughter of his landlord. Their first child, a
son named Darrell Palmer, was born on April 2, 1882 in Spfingfield where the
Wickershams lived.1

Lured by the opportunities the West offered, the Wickershams left Illinoils
in the spring of 1883 and moved to the port city of Tacoma in Washington
Territory. They found a sparsely settled wilderness, the townsite was covered
with stumps and brush, and wooden plank sidewalks graced only one side of the
downtown main street. During the first summer Wickersham worked as a carpen-—
ter, shingling roofs and building fences, and he also constructed a home for
his family. By the fall he had formed a law partnership with Ezra Meeker. The
two attorneys were listed as among the charter members of the newly organized

Tacoma Bar Association in November 1883, In the £fall of 1884, Wickersham

entered polities when he ran for the county probate judgeship and won. He



served four years in that capacity, being reelected in 1886.. He ram as a
Republican and Independent simultaneously the first time, and on the People's
ticket the second time.2

Two years later, Wickersham joined the new Lebor Union party, but his
Republican opponent defeated him handily when he ran for a third term as
probate judge. The Labor Union party flelded a slate of candidates for city
officials, but the businessmen's ticket gsoundly trounced the Labor Union
candidates. Next Wickersﬁam became a part-owner of the Tacoma News, a
pro-Democratic paper as .oppoeed to'.its two eompetitors; the pro—Republican.

Tacoma Ledger and Evening Telegraph. During this period of polltlcal exper—

imentation, ‘he changed law partners three times w1thin the same number of
years. He also became the subject of front—page newspaper headlines for weeks
because Sadie Brantner, an attractive young woman, accused him of seducing her,
The case came to trial and the jury found him gullty as charged. While a
motion for a new-trial was-pending-before the district court, Ms. Brantner
slgned severel conflicting affidavits, sometimes aecusing.Wickersham of duress
and at other times absolving him of all wrongdoing and admitting that she had
lied at the request of his political enemies. Finally, on July 19, 1889, the
prosecuting attorney mbved to dismiss the case because the contradicting
affidavits proved Sadie Brantner to be totaliy unreliable, The judge agreed
and dismissed the case. W;ckersham's biographer. Evangeline Atwood, wrote that
he lived with this "skeleton in his closet" for the rest of his 1ife. She
recounted that Wickersham referred twenty-three times to "that old 1838 affair"
in his voluminous diaries, Opponents aired the incident during every ome of
his political campaigns, even his last one in 1930 when he was seventy—-three
years:old. Repeatedly, former Seattle and Tacoma acquaintances threatened to

blackmail him by retelling the story. Wickersham, however, recognized that he



could not afford to accede to blackmail and instead retold the story himself,
hoping that the truth wouid exonerate him.3

The affair and his involvement in radical politics did not last long and
he reverted to his former conservative behavior pattern, He moved to a farm
near Gig Harbor din 1889 and daily commuted by steamer to his law office in
Tacoma., He bought land and subdivided it into residential lots, and also filed
a plat of some 85 acres of land bordering Henderson Bay, naming it Springfield
city, later changed to Wauna. After a couple of years, they leased their farm
and moved back into town. Two more sons were born but did not survive for
long.4

In 1889 Wickersham rejoined the Republican party and from then on played
an active role in 1its councils. Washington Territory was about to enter the
Union as a state, and politicians were competing for the first state offices.
In 1894, his friend Edward 5. Orr was elected mayor of Tacoma, and promptly
appointed him city attorney. Denled confirmation by the city council, Orr kept
him in office for two years through recess appoilntments, Orr's successor, A,
V. Fawcett, employed Wickersham as special counsel to assist the city attormey
in continuing a utility suit which Wickersham had originated during the Orr
administration, It was a long and complicated suit, and while he still fought
it, the Republicans of Pierce County nominated him forra seat in the state
house of representatives in 1898, He made a successful race, and continued his
efforts to regain party prominence, organizing the first Benjamin Harrison Club
to promote the latter's reelection to the presidency. Harrison, however, lost
to Democrat Grover Cleveland. Not deterred, he called a meeting at his home to
organize a ﬁepublican Club designed to aid the reelection of'Frank Cushman to
the U.S. House of Representatives. It was a quick-witted parliamentary maneu-

ver at a party caucus which won a United States Senate seat for his friend,



Addison G. Foster of Tacoma, and his own judgeship appointment in Alaska,
Foster owed Wickersham a débt, and therefore recommended him for two alterna-
tive presidential appointments, consui generai to Japan or district court judge
in Aléska. For both positions he faced nu;eroﬁé c0mpe£itors. Foster endofsed
Wickersham for the judgeship first. Seven individuals from Tacoma, one from
Seattle and two from Olymﬁia vied for the same position. Senator Foster told
Attorney General John William Gfiggs.that "the bar of the Coast, particularly
the State of Washington, feels that there should be no question about the
justice of our state having the privilege of recommendihg the man who is te
éucéeed. Judge [Charles §.] johnsqn in  the District of Alaska." James
Wickersham and Charles Bedford had been endorsed, "in a faltering maﬁner, as
have the others also." Bedford, however; withdrew in favor of Wickersham.
Senator TFoster assured the attorney general that the candidates met all the
requifements for the poéiéion, such as "ability, the pfésent extent of their
professional duties,'their éuccess as members of the bar," and avéilability.5
The Senator asked Wickersham to send as many endorsements as possible, and
this he did. The.list of fifty included judges, legislators, and other promi-
nent politicians, inciuding John B. Allen, formef U.5. Senator and then a
general counsel for the Northern Pacifie. In his diary, Wickersham remarked
that a conteét, a scfﬁmble had developed for the Alaska judgeship because of
the gold discoveries at Cape Nome. "I declined to be a candidate, but yielded
at request of [Senator] Foster & delegation.”"” A fellow attorney working for
the White Pass & Yukon Railway called him and stated that there were good
investment opportunities in Alaska and urged him "to go up there as judge if
appointed, as attormey if not." Wickersham's closest rival for the position

was T.J., Humes of Seattle whom the Post-Intelligencer supported, but only to




get him out of town because the candidate and the management of the newspaper
had been feuding.6

Wickersham was mightily pleased when Washington state's Governor John H.
McGraw promised to endorse him for the judgeship. Evidently, the governor had
not forgotten that the Harrison Republican. Club had been organizéd in
Wickersham's office when McGraw had been a nominee for chief executive, and how
Wickersham had "worked for him then, almost at a risk of personal violence."
Others, however, objected, among them Ezra Meeker and H. F. Norris. The latter
wrote President William McKinley stating that "in my humble way I desire to,
and do, object to the appointment of James Wicker;ham..,to any position under
your administration, and especially to that of Judge for the Territory of
Alaska...." Norris then launched into a ,(lengthy recounting of the Sadie
Brantner affair, Wickersham had escaped sentencing on a mere technicality, he
claimed. John Mayo Palmer, the attorney of the accused, petitiomed the court
for a new trial, but before the motion could be heard, the President appointed
the trial judge to the position of U. §. district judge, and he therefore could
not hear the motion. The Honorable Judge Frank Allyn then heard the motion and
decided that 'mo one but the Judge who had heard the case could hear and
determine the motion for a new trial; and thereupon the motion was dismissed"
because he could not be sentenced until his motion for a new trial had 5een
heard. Wickersham was free, "but the record of the 'guilty' verdict stands
just the same, and he escaped technically, and not by reason of his innocence,"
Norris failed to mention that the prosecuting attorney had moved to di#miss the
case becauée Miss ﬁrantner had signed contradictory affidavits, making her an
unreliable witness, Norris did not like Wickersham, and simply wanted to make
certaln that the candidate was not appointed, masking his dislike by concluding

that "the Judiciary of these United States cannot be stained by the appointment



of attorneys whose past life and reputation as honest men has to be explained
and apologized for."7

That was not the end.  E, C. Bellows, one of Wickersham's political

friends from Vancouver who had been endorsed for the position of collector of

customs in Alaska, told Wickersham that Frank Richards showed friends letters

and telegrams from Senator Foster which endorsed- him for the position.
Rlchards threatened that if he was not endorsed and given the appointment ahead

of Wickersham "he would file charges of my old troubles then to prevent my

appointment." Bellows thereupon offered to withdraw, but Wiekersham would not

hear of it. "Let them file anything they piease but none qf my friends shall
suffer for it." Early in April one of Wickersham's political allles returned
.from a trip to. the nation's capital, He told Wickersham that he talked to the
_President in Senator_Foster's presence and discussed the Alaska judéeship. The
President e#preésad the opinion that Wickersham's qualifications were entirely
satisfactory and then asked if the candidate would accept the position of U.S.
attorney.. After some further conversation the chief executive "bluntly
asked...if I would accept the place of Consul General of Kanagawa [eiry and
prefecture in central Japan]." Wickersham told Senator Foster fhat he would
not accept the position of U.S., attorney, but would “eonsider it an honor &
compliment to be appointed UfS. Judge in Aiaska or Consul General in Kanagawa,"
A few days later he learned that J. Mickus, the mayor of Tacoma, and state
senator L. B, Andrews of King County aspired to the Consul Generalship, and his
political advisorsrthought that Andrews probably had the necessary endo;sements
for the position. .With Wickersham's coneeht he telegraphed Senator Foster
urging his immediate appoinpment. On April 17, Wickersham noted that the
"affairs in the Alaska judgeship are in chaotic state, It looks as if the

President intended to pay all debts due thils state by giving us the appointment



of Consul General te Japan, which we are entitled to anyway." Senator Thomas
H. Carter, the sponsor of the civil code measure for Alaska which, among other
things expanded the judicilal distrilets from one to three, had been promised the
appointment of one judge "which leaves but:- one other judge to appoint and all
the states grasping at 1t." Wickersham's friends telegraphed Senator Foster
urging hls lmmedlate appointment, and Wickersham alsc contacted the Senator but

told him that he much preferred Japan, "but leave everything with you." At the

end of April Wickersham noted in his diary that "the matter of my appointment

to the Alaskan Judgeship or Japanese Consul Generalship is in process of
evolution.” Senator TFoster had talked with the attorney general and been
assured that Wickersham would be appointed judge. The Senator was inclined to
appoint E. C, Bellows to the position in Japan. Wickersham consulted with his
political cronies and together they telegraphed Foster stating that if the
appointment '"to Alaska was assured beyond doubt to appoint Bellows Marshal in
Alaska." On May 4, 1900 Wickersham learned that E, C. Bellows had been ap-
pointed Consul Gemeral to Japan. He noted that "I desired. this place very
much, but my endorsements were all for Judge in Alaska, and evidently Senator
Foster thought I ought mot to have two choices...."8

Toward the end of May Wickersham had an opportunity to talk at 1eng£h with
Alaska's Governor John G, Brady who had told him that the attorney gemeral had
received "a very flattering report about me." Wickersham observed that the
governor was "stout, short, straight, vigorous; he has a clear eye and is a
fearless man. 1 judge that their [sic] 1is never but one side of any case to
him, and that he sometimes makes mistakes," A few days later, Wickersham
received a telegram from Senator TFoster assuring him that his case was "not
dead yet by any means." Wickersham replied: "Thanks for assurance have had no

doubt of your success.”™ TFinally, on June 6, 1900, he received a telegram from
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Foster informing him that his appointment to the Alaska judgeship had just

reached the Senate. Although disappointe& in not receiving the consulship,

Widkersham.wired Foster that "assignment perfectly satisfactory--wife éspecial—
ly pleased. Hurry Commission and instfucﬁions. Am ready té go." The Senate
confirmed him unanimously, and he learned that Melville C. Bfowu of Wyoming and
Arthur H. Noyes of Minnesota had also been appointed to judgeships in the
north, Two.days later Foster informed him that he would probably be assigned
to the third judicial district with headquarters at Eagle City on the Yukon
Riverl- With the receipt of his commission as disfrict judge, he took his oath
of office and assumed its duties. He told the éttorney. general that his
business affairs were "in such a shape that I can start for Eagle City at a

moment's notice...."

He also hired Alberf R. Heilig,.a young Tacoma attorﬁey
and acdoﬁntant as his clerk of the court. Heilig had been elected Tacoma city
controller, and served from 1892 to 1894, and served in the state house of
fepreéentatives with the judgeAand helped get Foster elected U.S. Senator.9
Laté in the afternoon of July 2 Judge and Mrs. Wickersham and their
seven-year-old son Howard boarded the §.S. Flyer for Seattlé. They probably
left Tacoma, which had been their home fﬁr the past seventeen years with mixed
emotions. They were no longer young, he was 43 and she was 37, and her poor
health made continuous medical care mandatory., Their oldest son, Darréll, had
receiveéd an appointment to the Naval Academy, at Annapolis. The Wickershams
were about to start a new phase of their 1ife on the northern frontier.lo
Traveling with the Wickershams were the Heiligs and their two children and
‘Mrs. Heilig's sister, Mrs. Whittaker, a nurse, 'and George Jeffery, the stenog-
rapher. And at Seattle, Alfred M. Post, an attorney from Nebraska who had been

appointed U.8, attormey for the third division, joined the party, as did George

C. Perry of Towa and his wife. Perry had been appointed U.S. marshal for the
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same district. In Seattle, Wickersham met Noyes who was to fill the bench in
Nome. The department of justice had requested that the two meet in Seattle to
jointly determine the boundary between the second and third divisions. That
was the only meeting between the two men. Recalling the event years later,
Wickersham was impressed with the Nome group when comparing it to his own. The
Eagle City group seemed to be rather unimportant while the Nome party seemed to
be alert, aggressive, and engaged in planning large mining ventures. The
Seattle crowds watching the departure were not interested in Wickersham's party
but "stood open-mouthed about those bound for Nome." Under the ecircumstances,
membexrs of Wickersham's "modest party felt that they were being shunted to an
obscure place in the Yukon wildernesgs."

On July 2 they sailed on the steamer City of Seattle bound for Skagway.
Stopping at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Treadwell, Juneau, and Haines, and on July 6,
the steamer tied up at the White Pass and Yukon Raillway dqck at Skagway. A
hack took them to the sprawling Fifth Avenue Hotel., Wickersham observed that
construction on the railroad continued night and day, an army of men ”blaéting
cuts and tupnels in solid mountain walls over the pass and along Lake Bennett.
Wickersham met Judge Melville C. Brown who was conducting court in Skagway.
The two talked and agreed on a temporary boundary between the first and third
judicial divisions, deciding to postpone detérmination of the permanent bounda-
ry until they had learned more about the geography of the region.ll

Soon thereafter, Wickersham and his party left Skagway on the narrow-gauge
White Pass and Yukon Railway to Bennett, "a busy town of tents and shacks" at
the head of the lake by the same name, Here they transferred to the steamer
Australian which earried them to Carilboo Crossing at the foot of the lake,
where they reboarded the train to Whitehorse. There the party went on beard

the sternwheeler Yukon bound for Dawson. Since no boats went downriver to




Eagle City for several days, Wickersham had the oppertunity to visit the city
and the Klondike mines. Dawson was then in its heyday as the richest mining
camp in the Yukon basin. 1Its buildings had been hastily constructed from green
lumber, "its streéts wére quagmires; its waterfront was filled with hundreds of
small boats and scows which had brought its inhabitants from Lindeman and
Bennett through the dangers of the Whitehorse rapids." Wickersham héd met Ed.
S. Orr, a Dawson resident ‘and head of a freighting firm who, as mayor of
Tacoma, had appointed him city attorney. Orr inviteé the grdUp to visit the El1
Dorado and Bonanza gulches as his gﬁests. Orr transported them in his stage
coach to Grand Forks where they put up in a hotel and then explored the mining
- operations and washed some gravel and were ﬁreated in a royal fashion. They
took the John Cudahy to Fagle City where they arrived on July 15, met by the
entire popt_llation.12

Wickersham waéted no time in building quarters for himself and organizing
the court. The third judicial division was sparsely settled with fewer than
1,500 Cauéasians.according to the just completed census, It.was enormous in
extent, however, containing approximately 300,000 square miles. 1In this\vast
area there was no courthouse, jail, or other public building. Congress had
neither appropriated nor promised funds for any of these purposes, except that
the district court judge had the authority to reéerve two town lots and build a
courthouse and a jail, financed by receipts from license funds. Personal
finances were in even worse shape, because paychecks for the period from June
to November were not recelved until the following February, and thereafter were
always thfee to four months late. Another financial handicaﬁ involved the use
of Canadian currency in the Yukon basin which was heavily discounted in the
United States and therefore did not circulate there, and the federal

bureaucracy refused to accept'it as part of the official remittances to be made
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quarterly by the clerk of the court. The latter had to accept Canadian money
or stop public business. Therefore, at the close of the quarter the clerk had
to ask mercantile companies and businesses to exchange the currency forx
American money because there was not a single bank in the region. Wickersham
recalled that it took five years to get enough American gold coins and currency
into the distriect to carry on the public business with the proper money.
Despite these handicaps and others, Wickersham instructed the clerk of the
court to collect license fees from the saloons and mercantile establishments,
and soon there was enough money to build a courthouse and a jail. On August
20, the judge held a special term of court at Rampart to collect license fees
and enable officials to become acquainted with the country. He ha& determined
that it was not necessary to call a special term at Circle since the court
officials had to pass it on their way to Rampart. While in Circle City, "a
bleak, log-cabin town" which prior to the Klondike gold discovery had been a
busy port of entry but had since been all but abandoned, the clerk and the
marshal visited the salcons and stores to collect the license fees. They had
some success, but several business men were short on cash and promised to pay
on the return of the officials from Rampa.::'t.]'3

Wickersham convened the court iIn one of the warehouses of the North
American Trading and Transportation Company. The judge sat behind a rough
lumber counter while the clerk had a table. The clerk and marshal collected
license fees, and Wickersham signed the orders. There was little business to
be transacted. A prisoner was charged with stealing a dog and food supplies
from a trapper's cache and bound over to the grand jury to hold a term at
Circle City in September; '"two or three miners were trying to get into a

lawsuit, but fortunately for them there were no lawyers in Rampart to prepare

thelr cases for trial, so they settled it," the judge reported. Litigants also

-11-




filed some papers in a civil suit with the eclerk, and after that the judge
adjourned the court. Thereafter, while waiting for transportation, the court
offieials talked with "businessmen, prospectors and Indians about general
conditions in the Rampart district and found them not bad."14

The first.jury term ever held by the district court in the third division
convened at Circle City oﬁ September 3, 1900, The court met in the Episcopal
log church and hospital rented from the mission for that purpose, A grand jury
was impanelled and it returned thfee indictments, one for murder, another for
rape, ﬁnd a third for larcemy of a dog and supplies from a tfapper's cache.
Wickersham had a tfial jury called, the accused arraigned and.tried them, The
jury found the man charged with murder guilty of the lesser offense of man-
slaughter and the judge sentenced him to ten years in the penitentiary; the
jury acquitted the man charged with rape, and the larcenist pleaded guilty and
received a sentence of two years. After only seven days the court concluded
all of its business and adjourned. Deputy marshals took the two convicted men
to the United States penitentiary at McNeill Island in Washington State. They
took the first sternwheeler descending the Yuken River to St. Michael.where
they transferred to an ocean-going vessel, Some of the court officials and all
jurymen and witnesses caught an upriver boat for Eagle the day court adjourned.
Wickersham, the U.S. attorney, the marshal, the clerk and public accountant had
“to remain at Circle for a.few days longer to write up and sign the records énd
prepare and settle the accounts for the term. A blizzard caught the group in
Circle, because the boat due to arrive in three days did not arrive. Finally,
on September 22 two sternwheelers arrived. The crew hurriedly exchanged the
mailbags, unloaded the Circle freight and took the new passengers on board.
Then they hauled in the gangplank and steamed upriver, having to reach Dawson

before the river froze. Once in Eagle, the court officials prepared for the
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winter, splitting and piling wood and banking the walls of the cabins to keep
the cold from getting beneath the floor. After having attended to these
chores, Wickersham joined Captain Charles S. Farnsworth, the commander of the
local military Fort Eghbert in a hunt.15

In midwinter of 1900, Wickersham recejved urgent requests to come to
Rampart to settle problems which had arisen with claim jumping. The court
officlals answered the call, and using a dogteam, mushed to Rampart, where the
judge convened a special term of court on Mareh 4, 1901. On March 11, the
judge was on his way home after having finished the court's business and

reached Eagle on March 27 after some very demanding travel over rough trails

and after braving a vicious snowstorm lasting a couple of days. It had taken

20 traveling days to cover the distance of 520 miles between Eagle and Rampart, -

an average of 26 miles per day, The return trip took 15 days traveling for an
average of 34 miles per day. They were gone 45 days, traveled more than 1,000
miles, and spent a total of §705.00 for the dog team, driver, roadhouse aex-
penses, meals, and beds. The judge took the receipts and noted in his diary
that "these I must send to Washington, D.C. & I trust to luck to be reim-
bursed."16

At the close of 1900, Wickersham reported on his first year's efforts to
the department of justice. The judge was of the opinion that the routine
business in Eagle was small and not likely to increase. Therefore he suggested
that since the courts in the first and second divisions were swamped with
litigation, he was willing to help out by holding special terms of court for
them, On March 28, 1901, the attorney general directed Wickersham to hold a
"special term of court at Unalaska-Dutch Harbor in Jﬁdge Noyes district,

providing he makes no objection." On April 29, Wickersham contacted Judges

Noyes and Brown and offered to enlarge his district so as to include the Copper
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River country and the Aleutian Islands, thereby relieving "both their courts
to that extent." On May 13, the judge received clippings from the San
Francisco Call which stated that Noyes had "been cited to appear hefore the
Clreuit Court of Appeals at San Frgncisco for contempt in relation to the
difficulties at Nome, and that I had been directed by the Pfesident te go. to
Nome in his place~-temporarily at least." Wickersham thought that the contenpt
citation was "unprecedented--the whole matter to date is that!"™ Since the
steamers for Nome did not leave Seattle before thg.end of June because of ice
in the Bering Sea, and the judge could not reach Unalaska before the return
trip of one of these steamers 1f one went via Nome, Wickersham called a general
term of the distriet court to be held at Eagle starting July !. This, he
hoped, would enable him to clear up the work in his own division in case his
.services at Unalaska were extended to Nome, The work in Eagle, however, was
greatiy delayed becéuse of the late break-up of the Yukon River, and it was not
until July 24 that the sternwheeler §Egis.reachéd'Eag1e with the officers,
prisona:s, and witnesses from Rampart, Fort.Yukon, and Circle., Thereafter, the
work went quickly and smoothly, and the judge was able to adjourn the court on
August 1, "leaving a clear docket in that_division."ll On August 3, 1901,
Wickersham boarded the Alaska Commercial Company steamer Leah bound for St,
Michael, enroute to Unalaska via Nome. While briefly in that city, U.S,
marshal Frank H, Richards told Wickersham that he would be unable to summon
enought jurors from among the small population at Unalaska. Since Wickersham
knew that a couple of murder cases had to be investigated, he ordered that a
grand and trial jury be drawn in Nome. The marshal complied and summoned 16
grand and 18 trial jurors who boarded the St.. Paul to accoﬁpany the judge to

the Aleutians, as did the marshal and various other court officials.18
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When Wickersham awoke early on the morning of August 19 to the sounds of a
bellowing cow and a crowing rooster, the St. Paul had docked at Unalaska. The
judge was delighted with the scenery which greeted him when he came on deck:
"high, round, grass covered mountainous islands, bays" and "a clean, bright
town aloﬁg the watérs [sic] edge,'with schools, churches, stores, docks and
several small vessels at anchor; the sun light struggling through the clouds
and a general,..mist such as we have on Puget Sound gave me 2 feeling of being
in a familiar climate-~-near home~~1 am much pleased with Unalaska. It is an
attractive spot, historic and interesting.'" He was to hold court in a large
room above the Alaska Commercial Company bath house and laundry. He convened
the court at 11 a.m. The grand jury was impanelled and sworn in and ready to
‘congider two murder charges.. One Fred Hardy stood accused of having slain Con
Sullivan, famous Idaho miner, his brother Florance, and their partner, P. J,
Rooney, on Unimak Island. The other involved an Aleut who was charged with
killing his wife. Since the U,S5. attorney was not yet familiar with the
evidence in these cases, Wickersham expected that it would take the grand jury
some time to get to work.19

In the meantime, the judge, who celebrated his forty-fourth birthday on
August 24 and who was a physically active and vigorous man, exercised by
climbing the approximately 3,000 foot high peak back of Unalaska. He observed
mountaln marmots to about 1,000 feet above sea level, saw fox tracks, and
delighted in the numerous ravens which, when'descending from the high to the
lower levels, uttered their "tlock-lock" sound and then turned over on their
backs for a few seconds with their "feet uppermost." On another occasion he
climbed the mountain on the east side of the harbor, about 2,000 feet high, and
discovered, upon reaching the top, that on August- 24, 1901, his birthday, two

men had preceded him and planted a staff at the top, which, in part, read that
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they had "agreed to call this peak Wickersham Peak...." Wickersham was
touched, and continued to climb higher peaks ﬁetween Unalaska and Biorka harbor
and spent the afternoon "gazing out across the blue Pacific from the highest
pointm—2,500 ft." He admired meadows fiiled with flowers, enjoying.the'balmy
breezes caused by the Japan current, and gazed at "Makushin voicano." The
judge concluded that the region possessed.the "most wonderful climate" he had
knowvm, "it does noﬁ get warmer tham 65° above nor colder than 10° above--a
range of only 5501720

He also found the time to visit Captain Peterson, in command of the
Challenge, owned by Captain Dirks. Both captains were fetired'Alaska Commer-
cial Company skippers who initially had come n#rth in 1365 as employees of the
Western Uﬁion Telegraph Company which planned to build a line via the Yﬁkon
River and Bering Straits to Asia and Europe. The venture fizzled ﬁhen entre-
preneurs successfully laid a trans-Atlantic cable in 1866. The.company walted
elght months to see whether the cable would maintain operations, and when it
did, abandoned ﬁhe project. The two men had married Native women at Atka, and
"ﬁow are lords of Athka and Attou." The judge noted that the crew of the
Challenge consisted "of the half breed sons of the two old sea dogs, and a
daughter attends as a cook." The ship carried a cargo of furs, fish, and
'Native baskets which the skipper sold at Unalaska anﬁ with the proceeds bought
the ﬁecessary sﬁpplies for the winter to take back to their islands. Peterson
told Wickersham that there were no settlements, even of Natives, west of
Unalaska, and that only Atka and Attu were inhabited. The two captains were
the only Caucasians 1iving west of Unalaska.'
Finally, the grand jury indicted Fred Hardy on August 22, 1901 foy_the

- murder and robbery of three men on June 7 of that year. The three, together

with Owen Jackson, were prospecting on Unimak Island. They left their camp,
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and the murderer crept up, stole the rifles, and when the prospectors returned,
shot and killed them. Only Jackson escaped after often incredible hardships
and finally reached Unalaska where he reported to the authorities, Thereupon,
the revenue cutter Manning went to Unimak, and Jackson and several officers
found and buried the three slaln men whose bones, by this time, the foxes had
picked clean, They also arrested Hardy. Wickersham considered it an

"outrageous and cold blooded murder & perpetrator ought to suffer death."22

During the trial, the following facts emerged. Fred Hardy turned out to

be a Tennessee drifter who had enlisted in the U.S5. Army for the
Spanish-American War. He encountered trouble in the Philippine Islands, was
sentenced to a prison term at Alcatraz penitentiary, and was among the thou-
sands of argonauts who came north during the gold rushes intent on seeking
their fortunes. Hardy, however, was a thoroughly unscrupulous and depraved
character who earned the nickname '"Dimond Dick" for his voracious reading of
dime novels while confined in prison.23

Con Sﬁllivan was a hard-working prospector and miner. He was lucky to be
involved in the ofiginal staking of Idaho's Bunker Hill and Sullivan mine, a
mountain producing vast amounts of silver from 1885 to 1982, The Bunker Hill
discovery made Idaho's Coeur d'Alene district one of the greatﬁst silver
producing regions of the country and greatly alded the growth and development
of Spokane. Sullivan sold his share to Simeon G, Reed for $75,000, and years
later he was still prospecting, hoping for another great find, probably regret-
ting that he had sold out for such a trifling sum. His luck ran out for when
he came north to investigate the minefal potential of Unimak Island, Therg he
met Hardy.24

Hardy had deserted a fishing schoomer on Unimak Island, and subsequently

observed the activities of the well-equipped Sullivan party. On June 6-7, the
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prospectors relocated their camp to the vicinity of Cape Lapin. Jackson and
Rooney, wha were retﬁrning in the party's ‘dory with ; final load of supplies,
heard four rifle shots. In éight of the tent they saw Florance fall and Con
run for the dory hoping to esdape. The rifle fire continued and Rooney was hit
as the men boarded the dory. At this point Con aﬁd Owen decided to make for
the shelter of a nearby biuff, but before the two gof very far, a bullet in the
back felled Con. Jackson thén kicked off his heavy rubber boots and ran toward
the old campsite., He hid that night and started out for False Pass the next
mbrning, resting élong the.way In an abandoned trapper's cabin. On the way, he
saw men he assumed to be Natives, and since Jackson thought that the assailants
had been Natiﬁes, he changed his route and headed for Unimak Pass on the
island's west side,‘traveiing high in the hills. On June 24, he reached Scotch
Cape near Unimak Pass, weak from his exertioms. Except.fdr a little flour and
water and a few beans he had not eateh since ﬁhe shoéting.. Finding a dbry on
the-beach, he crawled under it.for protection and paséed out, Luckily, a
pfospeCting'party found him before hé died. Near_stérvatioh; hé was without
coat, blanket, or shoeé, althﬁugﬁ he wore a ﬁair of rubbér boot soles he had
tied to his feet. After resting a couple of weeks, Jackson regained his
strength. The party then hailed the maill steamer Newport moving through the
narrow pass and reached Dutch Harbor on July 17, 1901, Nome's U.5. Marshal
Frank Richards took Jacksbn's statement at Dutch Harbor. Soon the marshal,

U.8. Commissioner R. E. Whipple, and a coromer's jury departed for Unimak

Island.26

Hardy apparently was not a very bright individual or perhaps he felt
secure enoﬁgh not to leave Unimak Island. The search party found him with a
1arge.sum of money and the property of the Sullivan party. He offered various

alibls: that he had still been on the fishing boat at the time of the murder;
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thét he had found the property of the Sullivan party, and that the cash
represented his separation pay from the army. As already stated, the Unalaska
grand jury indiected him, and U.S, attorney John L. MeGinn prosecuted while Nome
attorney C. P. Sullivan and John W. Corson defended the accused. Judge
Wickersham, representing Judge Noyes from the second division, and jurors from
Nome listened as witnesses refuted Hardy's testimony as well as his attempts to
blame the murders on George Aston who had been arrested with him. One dramatic
incidence in the trial occurred as prosecutor McGinn tried to determine an
import;nt date in the sequence of events, namely that Aston, the man Hardy
accused of the murder had been at the fish camp of an old Aleut chief on the
date of the murder, fifty or more miles from the scene of the massacre. The
old Aleut, according to Wickersham, cut a pitiful figure, dressed in ragged
skin clothing smelling like an Aleut fish camp on a summer day. His general
faciai expression was that "of a decrepid idiot. When asked a question he
would smile in a senile way and gaze about the court room" until finally
prompted to amnswer by the judge, He finally said that he knew Aston who had
come to his camp In his fishing dory about Junme 2 and was there on June 7, the
day of the murder. He knew because "me lote (wrote) it in me log." McGinn
then turned his pivotal witness over for cross-examination to two of Alaska's
best lawyers., Apparently everyone in the court room thought that the man's
testimony would be utterly discredited under cross-examination, especially on
the matter of the crucial date. Sure enough, the defense attorneys asked the
0ld man how he was so certain about the date, The chief repeated that "me lote
(wrote) it in me log." Immediately, one of the defense lawyers gave the
witness a plece of paper, a pen and ink and asked him to sit at a small desk iIn
front of the jury and demonstrate his writing skills. It was a tense moment,

Wickersham recalled, as the witness '"shuffled his 1l1l-smelling clothes for a
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moment, gave us all a childlike smile...and wrote his name in a clear and
legible script——in BRussian!"™ The defense attorney took one. lock and said,
"That will do." The cross-examination was over.27

On September 7, Wickersham wrote that "after a long, hard trial," lasting
usually from nine olclock in fhe morning until past niﬁe o'clock in the even-
ing, the jury brought in a verdict of guilty of murder in the first degree,
Wickersham sentenced Hardy to hang. After the sentencing, Hardy was taken to
Nome where his\fate created a sensation amengst the residents. .Hafdy provided
plenty of copy for_journalists with his épeculationé ébout the forthcomiﬁg
hanging.28

In June 1902 the Ninth Cirecuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco rejected
the condemmed murderer's appeal for a new trial, Hardy, however, was not
tésighed to his fate and planned an escape with fellow inmate John Priess. The
scheme. involved killing the guards and fleéing to Dutch Harbor where Hardy knew
‘an individual who had $30,000 and a schooner. The fugitives planned to rob and
k1ll the Dutch Harbor man,‘take his schooner and séil to South America where
they planned to sell whiskey to the Natives. Guérds, however, discovered
Hardy's letters in Priess' possession. Aé a precaution, the guards thereupon
put Hardy in ironé. In the.meantime the appeals prbcess moved Hardy's hanging
date from December 1901 to September 1902, Catholic pfiests and nuns visited
the condemned man, who, for diversion counted the words in the Bible, reporting
a total of 407,283 words in the 0l1d and New Testaments. On schedule, Hardy
died at the gallows on September 19, 1902 at age 28, protesting his innocence
to the very last.29

Wickersham was proud of having conducted the first court ever convened in

the Aleutian Islands. While at Unalaska, Wickersham received a letter from the

U.S. attorney general, ordering him to go back to Nome to conduct court in the
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absence of Noyes. The judge was disappointed because he had planned to visit
Tacoma for a short time. He suspected that he would probably have to spend a
winter in Nome, a prospect the judge did not relish. "My visit home is gone,"
he complained, '"hard work--thankless task, too, at Nome. Hope the wolf wont
rend my bones asunder as he has poor Judge Noyes." Judicial affairs in Nome
were troubled as a scandal rent the community involving the court and other
officers of the law. Wickersham was to restore the reputation of the judicial
system. His journey to the Aleutians set a precedent, which, in time, would

evolve into the famous "floating court," where the court moved along Alaska's

coasts during the summers in revenue cutters, stopplng where needed to hold

court.
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JUDGE ARTHUR H. NOYES AND THE NOME SCANDALS

In 1897 news reached the west coast that George Carmack had discovered
gold on the Klondike River, a tributary of the mighty Yukon River in Canada's
Yukon Territory. It touched off a stampede that changed Alaska's history
forever.

In the years to come, many individuals thought that gold could be found
anywhere and everywhere in Alaska. Daniel B. Libby of Mendocino County,
California, was one of thousands who quit his job to search for gold. Soon
after the first shipment of gold from the Klondike reached San Francisco, Libby
launched an expedition, consisting of himself, L.F. Mesling, H.L. Blake and
A,P. Mordaunt, to prospect in the Golovin Bay area oﬁ the Seward Peninsula.
Thirty years earlier, Libby had spent a winter in the forlorn region, and
believed that he had discovered signs of gold while working for the Western
Union Telegraph Expedition which attempted to build a telegraph line around the
world in the 1860s. "

In 1897, Libby and his group joined the stampede north. While a member of
the Western Union Telegraph Expedition he had prospected on the Fish River and
found some color, After the abandonment of the Western Unioﬁ work, he had
always wanted to return and investigate further. The great Klondike rush
rekindled his desire. He and his companions took passage for St. Michael near
the mouth of the Yukon River, and from there chartered a schooner for Golovin
Bay. They prospected on Mesling and Ophir Creeks, which they named, and found
good colors. After wintering at dolovin, they resumed their work in the spring
of 1898. Libby's group founded Council City. On April 23 N.O. Hultberg, in

charge of the Swedish mission at Cheenik, and others came to Council City, and




organized the Discovery Mining District, and two deye later, the Eldorado
Mining D:'Lstrict.2 |

This discoveryrof gold on Anvil Creek in September 1898 by Jafet Lindberg,
Erik O, Lindblom and John Brynteson far eclipsed the finds on Ophir Creek. It
caused the great stampede of 1900 which led to the development of these gold
fie]ds. Other discoveries followed quickly, and in late September 1898 a
number of individuals organized the Cape Nome Mining Distriet, and news of the
Strikesr.spread .rapidly, ‘and during the winter it reached Dawson. Many
argonauts mushed down the Yukon River with their dogteams, so before the 1900
navigation season opened in the spring of 1899 Nome had a population of several
hundred. During the summer of 1900 steamers brought prospectors_end others to
what quickly becaﬁe the town of Nome. The first civic endeavor in the camp was
- the establishment of a townsite committee, which also was charged with main-
taining public safety. TIrom the very beginning, there was much friction over
town 1ets end mininé claims, and_some men were mad because they claimed that
aliens had staked most of the valuable property. Foreseeing problems, some
individuals requested that General George Randall, tee commander of all mili-

tary forces in Alaska, send a squad of soldiers to Nome to assist in preserving

order. The generel complied, and put Lieutenant.oliver Spaulding in charge of

the men.3

Dissatisfied prospectors, who believed that the district had not been
properly organized and eho wanted to restake much of the ground, called for a
miners' meetinglon July 10. They had prepared a preamble and set of resolu-
tions expressing their exasperation, but a number of people knew that serious
trouble would folioﬁ if the mining d;strict was dissolved and then reorganized.
They belileved that I1f the groend had been properly staked, the courte were the

proper instiﬁution to determine the matter. They called Lieutenant Spaulding



and informed him of the proposed action of the mass meeting and its probable
results. Spaulding and his soldiers entered the meeting and dispersed the
crowd. The preamble and resolutions were never passed, There was much mutter—
ing, but tensions were relieved a few days later when gold was discovered on
the beaches of Nome and everyone rushed there to mine.4

In the meantime, the people who came to Nome believed that there was gold
in every stream. They did not comply with the law which stated that a mineral
discovery had to be made befére a claim coﬁld legally be staked. 1Instead, they
st;ked everything, using the power of attogney, and staked liberally for their
relatives and friends. Soon the were called '"pencil and hatchet" miners
because they spent the season with a pencil and location notices, and a hatchet
to cut willows for stakes to mark their claims. The staking craze led to
complications which promised much litigation and on a few occasions nearly
caused riots.5

In the summer of 1899, C.S., Johnson, the judge for the district court of
Alaska headquartered in Sitka, realized that the establishment of various
mining camps neéessitated helding court in a number of these new settlements,
Johnson left Juneau accompanied by A.J. Daly, the U,S. attorney, and Governor
John G, Brady. The party went to Dawson and from there traveled down the Yukon
River, holding terms of court at places alﬁng the river. They stopped at St,
Michael, went tc Nome, and then returned by way of Dutch Hérbor, stopping at
various placed on the return trip to administer the laws of the land., It was a
long circuit, spanning approximately 7,000 miles and taking almost all summer
to complete. In Nome, when asked if aliens had the right to locate mineral
lands, the judge replied that only the United States govermment had the right

to question the validity of such locations. Judge Johnson denied the many

applications for injunctions and the appointment of receivers on mining




property. There juét was no time to deal with the many.complicated cases,
Johnson appointed Alonzo Rawson, as U.S, commiésionEr, and the judge told him
not to try any title cases because his jurisdiction did not extend to this sort
of lifigation. Thé judge held court in a leaky but spacious tent decked out.in
lgng rubber boots and a yellow raiﬁ slicker. Historian Edward S. Harrison
described the first session of the court as fpllows: "...the judge instructed
d bailiff to convene court, and the 'Hear ye! Hear yef‘ was punctuated by the
patter of rain on the roof. The litigants and attorneys sat upon improvised
chairs and ﬁoxes and the spectators uncovered and remained standing, aﬁd for
tﬁe first time in Nome the Federal Court of the District of Alaska was in
session."6
Before the judge ieft Nome he advised the citizens to form a "Consent
'Governﬁeﬁt." Such a government was not an absolutelf legal Eivic body, but
since the law did ﬁoc yet permit the organization of a municipality, a "Consent
Govérnment," in essence would apply the common law of the United States which
_ recognized_;he right of communities to govérn themselves.” Following Johnson's
advice; the citizens.of Nome held an election on October 16, 1899, and elected
T.D. Cashel of the miners' ticket mayox, J.P.'Rudd,‘treasure:-and assessor,
W.M. Eddy, chief of police, and Alonzo Rawson, the municipal judge. They also
elected a six-member council. Key Pitman, who later became a powerful U.S,
Senator from Nevada filled the appointive office of ecity attorney, D.P.
Harrison, city clerk, D.R.B. Glenn, city surveyor, Dr. Gregg, city physician,
and W,J. Allen, chief of fhe'fire department. All taxes were paid voluntarily,
and unfoftunapely, the "Consent Govermment™ ‘had no authority to enforce the
payment.of taxes. Public services were expensive, however, for decent salaries
had to be paid to the various officials. For example, the chief of police

received $2,500 and the city treasurer $2,000 per year. During the winter the
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have less hair and, therefore, freeze easier than any other parts of
their body except their 7Tips. However, veteran dogs know enough to
close their mouths when the weather is extremely cold and only the pups
were frozen today. The captain is congratulating himself that he hasn't
got a female dog in the bunch because he says that if he had, her teats
would surely freeze off on a day 1ike this, as he has often heard
happened to them. He will doctor the dogs tonight. We took lunch at an
Indian igloo five miles east of Solomon, and then went on in a somewhat
abated storm, but with increased snow. After we passed the mouth of the
Solomon Canyon which was five miles wide, the b1uffs shut out some of
the storm. We got in early, about 5:00 p.m., at Bluff. The dogs were
all tired out. In the evening took the ski shoes from the sled. The
‘roadhouse is a hotel and store combined and is kept by Mr . Kinney and
his wife. They have one 1ittle child. They are intelligent, educated,
respeétab1e people and made it decidedly pleasant for us during the
evening and in the morning before we started. I wrote Mr. Castle about
matters connected with the office that I was to look after here. The
letter will start in with the mail carrier tomorrow morning. For a
couple of hundred miles yet I will be in my own division of Alaska, and
I am looking after everything that it behooves me to Tlook after as
District Attorney on this trip. We made thirty-two miles during the
day. The food was good and the beds were clean. The talking machine
entertained_us all with music galore. There are one or two very rich
placer mines at this placer where a considerable force of men is at work
taking out dumps this winter, which they will sluice as soon as the
water runs in June.

Third day; Monday, January 22nd, 1912.

Bluff to Chinik, 26 miles. Left at 7:00 a.m. Dogs again fresh but
the trafl is still somewhat heavy. No matter how you try, or how much
opportunity you give them, dogs will not roll or sanitate previous to
being started on a trip in the morning and, hence, when you have ten or
eleven on a trfp the stoppages for the first hour are annoying. We
proceeded for fourteen miles along the west shore of Norten Sound, and
thence across a divide or portage for eight miles and over the ice of
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Golofnin Bay to Chinik, to Dexter's roadhouse. The trail is splendidly
staked, and in the afternoon the trail was pretty good and we made good
time. Chinik is a port of considerable importance, and is the
distributing point for the merchandise that comes in on the boats in the
summer and is distributed over a vast area north and east. There is a
considerabie Indian village Tocated here and two or three very large
stores with immense stocks cf goods. 1 could have bought a full outfit
here almost, had T not obtained it at Fort Davis. Particularty, I couid
have secured a Targe thermos bottle instead of the small one I had. Lét
me go on record here as blessing the man who invented the thermos
bottle. You can put hot coffee in it, roll the bottle in some of your
woolens or robes, and any time during the day thereafter, when
everything else if frozen and hard as rock including your lunch, if you
have any, you will get steaming hot coffee from this divine bottle.
Thrice blessed be the man who invented it, say I, and in this
benediction I know 1 am joined by every musher in Alaska.

Dexter's roadhouse is an oasis in Arctic lands. He was formerly a
captain of the revenue cutter Bear in the U.S. service. His roadhouse
is a sort of an Arctic palace. He is a character, genial and talkative.
He entertained us all that evening witﬁ modest accounts from his life
history from his boyhood in New England into the Pacific and to Hawaii,
China, Japan, the Philippines, and told us of his marvelous exploits in
the Arctic, even north to Point Barrow. Put in book form, this man's
history would be a sai1qr romance that would surely beat any dime novel
that I ever read as a boy. Years ago he nearly froze to death out in
Norton Sound on the ice, and his suffering at that time has Teft him
semi-paralyzed, so that he gets around lamely. His is an omniverous
reader, and having made a fortune sea-faring and placer mining, is
surrounded by a semi-luxury that is seldom seen in the Arctic. His
Tibrary is a delight. He is one of the best informed men in this
country. I did not get the pleasure of meeting her because she was away
on a visit somewhere, but I understand he is married to a squaw named
Molly, and it is said she is a fairly well educated and handsome woman.
The ladies in the roadhouses told me of her and they all 1ike her and
speak in the highest terms of her. She went out after him, as it is
said, when he was frozen in the ice and nursed him back to health, when
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his Tife hung in the balance, and the result of it was that he married
her. Chinik is a meeting point for mushers, prospectors, etc., and as a
consequence, Dexter's roadhouse does considerable business. He has a
French chef as cook and the dinihg room accommodates a crowd, so the
meals were pleasant. It goes without saying that the quartérs were fine
and that I slept well. =

Fourth day; January 23rd.

Chinik to "Moses." WE'1ef£ Chinfk at 7:00 a.m., dogs again fresh
and eager to start. We went nine miles south from Chinik on the ice of
the bay. Trail fair. Then we went up over a divide Tong and dreary.
It began to snow. My what piles of snow. We met the mail carrier
atmost huried in it with his twenty dog team. The winds are fierce as
we pass over every hill. We took lunch at an Indian igloo. It was our
own lunch, which was brought from Dexter, and our thermos coffee was
deticious. Then we proceeded northeast along the shore of Norton Sound
eighteen miles to Moses's place, which is a bunch of log houses on the
shore that used to be an American's roadhouse, which was abandoned and
into which an Indian and his family moved. We struck the first timber
to amount to anything on this divide and the dogs got wild owing to the

smell of rabbits. = The snow was soft and deep, and we capsized many

times. Finally we got out on the ice of the bay again and proceeded
northeast along some very high bluffs. They stand up like a
perpehdicular wall along the shore, higher than half a dozen
skyscrapers. The trail was not staked here and it was extremely hard to
keep it. The temperature in the morning was about ten below, but in the
afternoon it must have been about ten above, and in the evening a
" snowstorm came on. It got pitch dark before 3:00 p.m., and we had a
time. Both Jake and the captain had to make circles afoot several times
to find the trail when the dogs became mired in the snow. On and on we
went in the dark, hugging the shore every once in a while, where the
hummocks of ice in the bay were piled up, and made detours frequent and
troublesome, while the snow drifted in our faces. A veil with a rubber
string in it, which I procured a tailor woman to make me before I left
Mome, and which clinched over the front of my parka hood on my face,
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stood me in good hand in the pricking snow and cold wind this evening.
At Tength we noticed the dim Tight of Moses's igloo ahead in the fog.
It was a welcome sight for the dogs and ourselves were positively played
out. I thought we would never get.anywhere, but 1 said nothing about
it. I agreed with Captain Pete in the start, that I wouldn't be a
kicker on the trip no matter what happened, but I would reserve the
right to make, what a friend of wmine in New Mexico would call a few
"discongruvial” remarks of approval or disapproval, whatever that may
mean, at the end of the trip. Happily, the trip'was so pleasant on the
whole, that I made none save in praise of Captain Pete and the dogs at
Fairbanks, and bade him goodbye and shook his hand as well as the right
forepaw of every dog with equal regretful pleasure when we partéd.
Captain wanted to go to Moses's that night, because an Indian boy
of his acquaintance 1ives there. He and his wife at Nome had raised
this boy and educated him, until he left them several years ago, $So0 we
were pretty sure of good treatment there. They certainly gave us as
good treatment as they could, considering their conditions. It may be
that I am fastidious, or it may be that I was new to the aroma of an
Alaskan Indian igloo or house, but up to this point in my career, I had
never entered a place where human beings Tived, not excepting the worst
Mavajo "hogan," with such a vile smell as Moses's house. The house was
filthy; Moses, his wife, his sister-in-law, and everybody else,
including the children were all in rags and they were all filthy. They
gave us coffee and reindeer steak. The meat was first class. When it
came to going to bed, as every human being, men, women and all had to go
to bed in the same big room, [ was a Tittle bit nervous about the
proprieties and about the ventilation. I proposed to Jake that we go
outside in the sled shed and put our robes on the ground and sleep
there. He whispered back in a Scotch brogue, "I ken yer object, but
it's vera cauld and 1 thenk-we betther thry this," so I acquiesced. I
had a package with half a dozen cakes of gum camphor in my kit. It
stood me in good hand this night and through this entire trip. Scottie
Allen, a genial Scotchman who runs a hardware store at Nome, and who 1is
the hero of several of the great sweepstake dog races there, and the
only rival as a musher in Captain Pete's class in the Arctic, put me
wise to gum camphor on the trail. Nct only can you take alpiece of it
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and rub your skin under your underclothing with it, and thus absolutely
keep the roadhouse Vivestock from becoming intimate, but the gum itself
may often preserve your life. You can shave a piece of it off with your
knife an inch or so Tong, about the size of a pencil, or you can take a
piece of it about the size of a pea, and if you have but'one match, it
"will take fire as éasiTy as kerosene, and you can stick this piece on
the end of a toothpick before you Tight it, and light your cigar with
it, and it will not become extinguished in the strongest wind., You can
Tight half a cake, and if you have any kindling at all, you are sure of
a hot quick fire, under almost any circumstances, however strong the
wind, or however Tow the femperathre, for it will burn for ten or
fifteen minutes with the heat of a furnace. I stood the smell of the
house all night, but in spite‘of all T could do, arose with a headache,
and with the firm conviction, that for filthy smell, Moses's place was
surely the Timit. I changed my mind tater, as this diary will show.

I was nervous as to the proprieties as I stated, but I might have
saved myself the trouble. Everybody in the house, including the women,
of course disrobed and disappeared behind curtains with the modesty of a
nunnery. I never saw a Pullman cak conducted with more decency.

Fifth day; January 24th:

Moses' Point to Isaac’s Point. We made but a short trip this day
owing to the distance of the second roadhouse ahead. We knew this and
did not leave Moses's until nearly 8:00 in the morning. We went six
miles along the sandspit and a beach, and then eight across an arm of
Norton Bay to Isaac's Point or "Julius's Place." The trail was
splendidly staked, and the going was first class. The temperature, save
in the morning when it was about fifteen below, was warm, ranging from
five to fifteen above. Julius's 4s situated under a mountain
perpendicular bluff that juts southwest into the Norton Bay from the
mainland. Julius is a genial German; he said there was no use in
telling me his other name, because nobody ever remembered it and that 1t
was unpronounceab]e anyway, that everybody knew him as "dulius." He was
a small man, a mechanic and a good one, besides being a good cook. He
was about fifty years of age and a bachelor. He had been here for ten
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years. He has & fine place. Everything is built out of Togs, which he
gathered as driftwcod. He has two or three houses forming his roadhouse
and dog kennels, and an extra house or two in which some visiting
prospectors who were wafting to hear the news from the new strike at
Kobuk at -the head of the bay, were living. Everything Julius has is
handmade and he has hardly used a nail in the construction. Everything
is wood and wooden pegs. He had a fine supply of food and while we lost
half a day there, we enjoyed ourselves. One of the men camping in the
next cabin was a Spaniard from Cuba, and when he ascertained I could
speak his language, he froze to me and Spanish was the vogue between us
the entire day and evening. A piece of the ¢1iff dropped down last
spring and pushed one of Julius's log houses into the sea, but he went
after it and brought it back, log by Tog, and re-erected it. He crawled
up the mountain and sounded the c1iff with a hammer and doesn't think
any more of it will come down.

Cne of the worst features connected with a good many of the
roadhouses, such as Moses's, Kaltag, Nulato and other places, but
Julius's place is not subject to that objection, is the lack of sanitary
conveniences. At the places mentioned and at many others,
notwithstanding the good food and the good bunks, it was net pleasant to
ascertain that you were obliged to use the wide, wide world when you
were obliged to go out for sanitary purposes, even though the
temperature might be twenty or twenty-five below zero or even colder. 1
think this was the only subject on which I broke my resolution made to
the captain not to kick.

Sixth day; January 25th.

Isaac's Point to Bonanza. We started, or at least I did, about
7:00 a.m. I ran ahead of the team telling the captain I wanted some
exercise. I went at Teast six miles before he caught me. In the
morning the temperature was about ten below, and it ranged from that to
about twelve above all day. The trails were positively splendid and
after the team caught me, all of us, Eurson on his sled, and the captain
and myself on ours, rode all day, because the trails were so good, and
the dogs went so fast that we could not keep up running behind. Late in
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the afterncon I plow-handied the sled for several miles. The trip we
made was twenty-five miles in a straight Tine, but we had to go about
thirty-three miles or more because we struck some open water about a few
miles from Julius's and had to go around it from the northeast. The bay
is not frozen straight across from Julius's nor sauth of that this
winter. It is my opinion, from views I got of it from the mountain tops
Tater on, that Norton Sound and the Bering Sea does not freeze over in
the winter to any extent, much statement to the contrary -
notwithstanding. I do not believe it ever freezes clear across from St.
Michael's to Nome, and it is my belief that Bering Sea,. save for large
sect1ons of floating ice here and there, is open every winter south to
the Pribiloff Islands and Unimak Pass, and that it only freezes out to
just beyond the horizon from Nome. From information I received at Nome
since I have lived there, all the wonder 1 had in childhood as to how
the Eskimos got from North America to Siberia has faded away. Probably
twice in ten years, Bering Strait, betwean Siberia and Alaska, freezes
completely over as it did Tast winter, for instance, 1910-11, and the
natives pass to and fro without restriction over the fifty miles of ijce.
But even without that, the natives cross in the summer in their skin
boats every year. I saw a native and his family start from Nome, and
start_west from Siberia, at a point where he would be forced to Cross
_ three hundred miles of sea, in one of these boats. MWe arrived at the
Bonanza roadhouse early in the afternoon and had to stay overnight owing
to the distance of the next place. The roadhouse is kept by a Swede who
also runs a store in connection with it. He is married to a handsome,
educated squaw. She attended to the household, which had many rgoms and
was 1ittle in evidence. She had a baby, not more than six months old,
which she packed around on her back, although she was 1ithe and young
herself, and stood as straight as a soldier, for she was tall. She wore
a semi-¢civilized dress and moccasins, but carried her child in the usual
sack in her parka. 1 bbught ptarmigan from some natives here {and
donated them to the dogs) at my own expense. The dogs had been smelling
them all along the Tine but did not get a taste of them until I bought
them a bird apiece. The captain had a quantity of seal blubber here,
which he purchaéed from the natives, and also fed some of that to them,
so the dogs had a feast, and the kennels were strewn with feathers.
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Swanson, the roadhcuse man, is a morose sort of a fellow, and does not
appear to be doing much of a business. Eurson Teft us at this point to
go four or five miles up in the hills to his partners. I was sorry to
Tose him for he was a jolly, genial fellow. I gave him a lot of mining
advice, from day to day, while we were together and he promised if any
new strikes were found to locate myself and some of my Washington
friends into pieces of ground, wherever it could be done, without
interfering with any other person's title. During the day we
encountered flocks of ptarmigan miles form the shore crossing the bay.

Seventh day; January 26th.

We left Bonanza at 6:03 in the morning. This was one of the
hardest trips we had yet made. The distance traveled was fifty-two
mites. In the forenoon we traveled to what is known as the Foothill
Roadhouse where we took Tunch with a couple of prospectors who are
Tiving alone there. We had to wait till they cooked it for us. Then we
proceeded over a range of mountains, the first mile being almost
straight up in the air. We both had to walk and had to push the sled.
I don't know how the mail teams eveﬁ get over this route unless they
relay their loads. We saw myriads of ptarmigan. It was up and down,
ride awhile and walk awhile, push awhile and pull awhile, capsize and
get readjusted, all the Tong afternoon into the night. We met several
other dog teams, including the mailman. After crossing the range, we
got into a country where the ground was practically bare, or the snow so
filled with biowing sand that it ground the flesh from the feet of the
dogs, and the captain had to put moccasins on most of them. It fis
interesting to watch how patiently the dogs submit to this, because they
appear to kpow 1t will do them good, and then they patter along with
their feet looking as though they had on small boxing gloves. We lost
our way in a severe storm before we got to Unalakleet in bitter cold.
We stopped at Powers's roadhouse. He is a good sort of a fellow, too.
It is a big Indian settliement. He appears to be a sort of a trouble
maker. I pacified him, and gave him some good advice, and wrote to Mr.
Castle about some matters that ought to be attended to here, and left a
note for one of our deputy marshalls, who will arrive from St. Michael's
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~in a day or two, with some prisoners from Nome, asking him to
investigate as to a man or two Tiving near the Foothill Roadhouse, of
whom I had heard, which it was suspected might be connected with the
ki111ing of the MNilson boys in the Kuskokwim Country, the latter part of
July Tast. He did so later, but found no ground for ‘suspicion, as Mr.
Castle informed me. Powers is a squaw man, and treated us well, but his
place is unnecessarily filthy, even though his food and treatment were
real good. His squaw is a willing sort of woman, that took pains to
make things pleasant for us, and gave us the best they had in the house.

Eight day; January 27th.

Unalakleet to "01d Woman." We left Powers's at 6:00 a.m. It was
fairly cold, about ten below; we made thirty-four miles today; we are
now crossing the portage between Norton Bay and the great Yukon. At the
start, the wind was blowing strong in our faces and the trails were
pretty heavy. At noon, we stopped at an Indian igloo to get an
opportunity to eat our lunch, which we brought from Powers's. The
captain entered first. I entered the outer room a few minutes later,
and when I entered the door to go into the main building -- well, I
didn't enter. The captain was seated at the table expecting to spread
out our Tunch there. He said, "I guess this is a Tittle strong for you
in here." I though it was and backed out and went back to the sled. We
took our coffee, which was all that we had, as the bread and other stuff
was frozen solid, in the shelter of the house in the bitter cold, and
then continued our journey. The getting out and the disarrangement
caused me great discomfort, for at this particular hour, it must have
been twenty below. Again, I blessed the thermos bottle. A friend gave
me a first class bottle of whiskey when 1 started, but, Lord -- you will
never think of drinking whiskey, or any other intoxicant, when it is ten
below zero; the bottie of whiskey and the bottle of wine I had lasted
more than half of the trip, and if partaken of at all, it was at one of
the roadhouses in the evening. The captain, true to his race, although
I must say he is a very temperate man, drank most of the wine, while 1
did manage to get a few sips of the whiskey, which proved to be a great
treat to the roadhouse miners met on the way. Contrary to anything that
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may be said on the other side, I assert that outside the thickly settled
camps or towns, the men of Alaska drink very Tittle whiskey. Tea, not
coffee, is the great beverage. Of course, some fellows, who come in
from the "outside" bring the custom with them and drink a good deal of
whiskey for quite a while after they arrive. The captain related an
incident to me about bringing in from Valdez to Nome a couple of genial
mining superintendents a few years ago. They had each made‘faithfu1
promises to their wives before they started from Seattle that they would
not take a driq5ﬁgq_ghgw§ggil,'but the captain, 'who was handy with the
Kodak, tells me that he got numerous pictures of them on the way in,
where in order not to break their promises to their wives, they had
stood about six feet off the trail on the snow, while they took numerous
drinks. The captain further said that about half the whiskey they had
on that trip froze solid, and his passengers stated that if the other
half of it had frozen, they would surely have died. The captain
pronounced the bottle of whiskey I had to be of first class quality
because it didn't freeze. Well, I stated that I did not enter the
Indian digloo to take our 1lunch there. There were three families
comprising probably nine or ten people in all in the immense room in the
big Tog house. They were boiling rotten salmon in seal oil for dog feed
on two stoves in the room. The smell that arises from that concoction
Ts the 1imit, and how human beings can Tive in it, is a mystery to me.
When I got back to the sled on that occasion, and got through choking
coffee and spitting, 1 made a mental resolution that if ever I should
run across Moses, T would apologize to him for thinking he had the worst
smelling house on earth. 01d timers along the trail, to whom the
captain related my discomfiture on this occasion, appreciated the joke
and Taughed merrily -- they had smelt rotten salmon and seal oil before.
Some time when I have time, I will search the Tanguages with a view to
manufacturing a composite word to properly characterize this vilest of
odors. Well, we arrived at "01d Woman" late in the evening. It is a
Signal Corps station, and in charge of the soldier boys. My, what a
neat place it is and what splendid food they had. It was -positively
enjoyable there. Ue could not be more comfortable at home and we left
the place with sincere regret the following morning. There is a river
that heads above this place which enters the bay near Unalakleet, and it
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is a good larger river for many miles of the distance. It flooded the
whole valley last spring, including the telegraph station, and the-bdys
had to Tive in the upper story for a week. Their station is situated in
the woods, and it is a beautiful place. '

Hinth day; January 28th:

From "01d Woman" to Twenty-two Mile Cabin. We left hospitable “0D1d
Woman" telegraph station at 7:30 a.m. and mushed along over a fair trail
to Ten Mile Cabin, mostly through small timber. We found a Scotch
sailor in charge of this cabin. He was reading a magazine of the
vintage of 1890. We drank our coffee here. This Scotchman just keeps
¢cabin for the mail carrier. He s all alone, save when one of them
stays over night there. He has a few traps out and has a 1ittle fur,
but plenty of food; says he is here because it is the cheapest place he
knows of to Tive; that he has no fixed charges to pay, gets his grub for
nothing, has no work to do save the 1little chores with the dogs ance in
a while and will, in the spring, go down to Unalakleet and re-begin his
~ occupation of saflor. I found hundreds of men in Alaska that are also
there because of the easy way of 1iving, after they possess a winter's
grubstake. - We made nineteen additional miles to Twenty-two Mile Cabin.
It is thus called, because it is twenty-two miles from Kaltag on the
Yukon. Snow began to get heavy in today's run. Late in the afternoon,
we met Mr. Herron, who is mushing in to Nome from Tidewater. 1 talked
with him about five minutes. He appears to- be on some political
mission, and as it appears to be for the administration, I wished him
every success, and wrote some letters from the next stopping place to a
friend at Nome to help him out. I Tlearned very Tittle about him
otherwise, but had heard some Tittle about him before I left Nome.

At Twenty-two Mile Cabin we found nobody in possession, and had to
put away our own dogs and cook our own food. Some portions of it were a
mighty cold job, but we got fires going soon, and dug out the utensils
and some food besides using our own for our supper and breakfast. It
was bitterly cold tonight and this is surely a Tonely place.
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Tenth day; January 29th:

From Twenty-two MiTe Cabin to Kaltag. We started at 6:30 a.m.,
after an hour's work in fixing fires and preparing the dogs, and eating
our breakfast. I might stop here to record, as I have not done before,
that mushing dogs get but one meal a day, and that an hour or two after
the day's journey is ended. To feed them oftener makes them sick. When
we violated this, it always resulted in sickness of the dogs. They got
the colic once on this, because of this, when we fed them a lunch of
seal blubber, and we had an awful time for two or three hours next day.
Each dog stopped about ten times, and as we had eleven dogs, that made
about 110 stoppages in the first five miles. This occurred farther up
the Yukon.

On the occasion in question, the captain lost his temper with the
dogs for a few moments, but soon recovered it, and that night, as well
as on the trail, he gave the dogs some sort of powder his wife had put
in the kit for them when'they started. It did them good for they were
all right next day. .

After Teaving Twenty-two Mile, I ran ahead of the dogs for some six
miles over the divide, where we begin the descent to the mighty river.
The snow soon became very deep, and after a while the timber grew a
1ittle larger, and as it had recently snowed heavily, every branch and
1imb were Toaded down with snow, and the trail was a trench three feet
or more through the woods. But it was a good trail, and we came down
speedily, and arrived at Kaltag early in the afternoon. My first sight
from the divide of the mighty river produced about the same feeling as
looking into the Grand Canyon of Arizona did. It awed me. It is about
a mile and a half wide at Kaltag, frozen completely over, and I am sure
in the summer time, it must be a noble stream. Kaltag is about six
hundred miles from its mouth. The roadhouse here is quite a place, and
is run in connection with a saloon and a store. The proprietors were
away, but the man in charge got one of their wives, a squaw whom we did
not see, to fix our parkas and robes for us. One's clothing, robes and
general outfit trailing it over Alaska, and catching on trees and
driftwood, and being demolished in the capsizing gets pretty ragged at
times, and has to be repaired or replaced and that costs money, for
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things are high on the Yukon. The food and bunks were good at this
place, and I had nothing to kick over save the 580,000 square miles of
country that the place used as a toilet.

Eleventh day; January 30th:

Kaltag to Nulato. We Teft Kaltag at 7:00 a.m., trail the best yet
over the flat Yukon, just 1ike a floor with hard snow, The dogs were in
splendid health and started down an almost perpendiéu]ar hundred-foot
bank Tike a cannon shot. We stopped at an Indian cabin for Tunch. We
ate our own lunch and just went in to be warm while we did so. The
house had two or three families in 1t, including a rather good looking
girl who spoke English well. The men were making fish traps out of
willow. While we were there, a big giantess of a masculine-Tooking
squaw came in with a back load of ptarmigan and rabbit which she had
secured in her snares. She was on snowshoes, and evidently had been up
the mountainous north banks of the river for the game. N

For more than a hundred miles after you reach Kaltag, perhaps two
hundred, there is nothing in sight on the southeast side of the great
river, nothing but flats, on ground that is from twenty-five to fifty
feet above the river bed, and all of it completely covered with a dense
growth of this tent-pole timber or wattle that I have described. It is,
as I ascertained, made up of aspen, poplar, white birch and scrub
spruce, with once in a while a willow mixed in, but practicalﬁy all of
it no good as timber. The river yearly tears out miles upon miles of
the bank of that side, and carries this brush and timber down to the
Bering Sea. On the north side for the same distance until you get to
Ruby, the river 1s_bordéred by a continuous chain of very high bluffs.
The river has shaved off the front of all of these mduntains, until they
are devoid of timber or soil, and present a bare surface to the river.
Lateral valleys run into the river about every half-mile, and therefore,
scallop this high mesa or mountain range pretty evenly for all that
distance. Behind this mesa high snow-capped mountains appear, and all
of it is scrub timber down to the river through the valleys. The Signal
Corps line runs over these sca110ps, and its snow-11ines where roadways
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cut through, adds a conspicuous border to the whole undulating scenic
petticoat, for miles.

Just about an hour after dark, we arrived at the Indian village of
Nulato, which i3 also a Signal Corps Station, and has one of the
Northern Commercial Company's great stores there. This concern is the
biggest thing in Alaska; it has stores everywhere except at Nome. Some

observer said to me once that your Uncle Sam was sovereign of, owned

Alaska, and paid its bills but that it was run by and for the MN.C.
Company. I saw so much of the N.C. Company during the rest of the trip,
that I began to think there might be some truth in that apparently
extravagent statement, especially when I learned the way this concern
dove-tailed into everything in Alaska. It is officered and run by an
intelligent lot of genial, able men, but there can be no question that
it charges price enough to make a profit, and that it is not in the
country for its health. It {s said to be mixed in all the stage lines,

mercantile Tines, boat and other transportation Tines in the district,
as well as in some of the railroads and mines. 1 do not know as to

this, at least not to a certainty, but I know that they are run under a

system as clean-cut and able as is the Standard 0i1. The roadhouse at
this place is run by a man nammed Kennedy. I think he is a bachelor,
but may be a squaw man for all I know. His food was poor, and his bunks
not any too nice. He cooked our meals himself. He runs pool tables and
the Indian boys are in there by the dozen playing pool.. There must be
at Teast five or six hundred, if not more, living here. They are
practically all Indians. The town is situated on a high bTufF, probably
a hundred feet above the river, and we had a time getting up, and a
harder time getting down in the morning; we tipped over a couple of
times. Kennedy's place, on the whole, is a poor one.

Twelfth day; January 3lst:

Nulato to Stanborg's. The trail yesterday and today is splendid.
We left Nulato at 7:00 a.m., and reached the mouth of the Koyukuk at
noon. The Koyukuk is a mighty river that comes in to the Yukon from the
north, and is said to have rich placer ground, where a good deal of

mining is being done, some six or seven hundred miles up from jts mouth.
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We stopped for lunch at an Indian village, and a good-sized one on the
river bank. It has a wireless station, and a big'schooThouse with a
teacher or two. A squaw in the roadhouse put down her baby and cooked
us some Tunch.” I have mentioned her before -- she was Martha MacBeth.
Mr. Evans keeps a store at this place; 1 think it is known as Bishop's
Mountain., We mushed along the rest of the day, and late in the evening
arrived at Stanborg, which is a cabin in the woods on the high point of
an island on the south side of the river, where we stayed all night and
cooked rice and fish for the dogs. It got bittef]y cold in the evening,
and must have touched twenty bé1ow, a]thodgh it was nice all day. Threé
men and a squaw man occupied the house which had several rooms. A
Canadian; an Irishman and a Swede. The Irishman and Swede were
carpenters, building boats, sleds, etc. The Canadian was married to the
squaw. She is the deaf and dumb squaw I have mentioned.

The going up the Yukon these'days is positiVe]y'the best it can be.
There is about four to five inches of hard packed snow on the river ice.
So much travel has gone over it that it is smooth as plaster of Paris,
and the dogs trot the livelong day. The weather is splendid, ranging
from ten below to twenty above, with cold nights. I have now got
thoroughly acquafnted with Captain Pete and with the dogs. I know every
one of the animals by name and they appear to know me. I have sung
every song I ever knew,'beginnihg in the morning shoftly after we start,
and keeping it up until I get tired of it in the evening. 1 only sing
while T ride; you can't sing while you run very well. Captain Pete's
home is in New Hampshire, and he and his wife, though many years here,
are only temporarily in Nome. He has a handsome young lady daughter in
his home state, who is'a great musician (violin). He showed me her
picture. However, as he is of French Canadian parentage, and is a
native of Prince Edward Island in the St. Lawrence, he still remembers
his mother tongue, and speaks English with an amusing accent, although
he 1is thoroughly American in every other respect. He was decidedly
pleased when I suddenly started in to sing in French, as in my own youth
I had Tearned his language and its folk lore songs. Therefore, we made
the welkin ring (whatever that may mean -- I never did know) as we
chanted in unison "Au Claire de 1a Tune, mon ami Pierrot," "Malbrouck se
vent en guerre," and "Chanté rosignol chanté,” and the captain actually
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stood on tiptoe in the sled when I broke out in the Marsellaise with
"Alons enfants de la Patrie." ‘Yhen we exhausted the French and I
started in Spanish with "Las golondrinas," "E1 Trotocito de) Coyote" and
other Iberian chants, both the captain and the dogs appeared disgusted
and took no part -~ maybe it was because of the singing, because I have
had enemies say that I am a better "yarner" than I am a singer, In
American things, the captain joined in them all.

The captain's mode of address to the dogs, and particulary to Jim,
the Teader, was continucus from day to day, and ‘after a while it began
to ring in my ears through the long -hours, just about iike Mark Twain's
streetcar conductor's song of "A red slip ticket for a two-cent fare."
Sometimes I talked to them myself so as to get a rest from the captain's
song, but usually I had considerable to do to keep warm especially along
in the evening. A single glance or two can take in the scenery for many
mites, when it is clear, and when it is foggy there is none to take in.
The weather up the Yukon, however, was -crisp and delightful, as a
general thing,

Thirteenth day; February 1st:

Stanborg's to Lewis'. We were late in departing this morning and
did not get off until neariy 8:00. The dogs were so wild after the good
feed of boiled rice and salmon they received last night, that it was
impossible to hold them down the precipitous banks of the Yukon. We had
a rope to let us down, hitched to the rear of the sled, and held by a
couple of men on the top of the cliff, but in spite of this we capsized
and the dogs pulled the sled into a Jot of stumps, and injured us and
broke several articles in my kit besides tearing my clothing and robe.
He were not injured enough to interrupt the trip, and at once proceeded
on our moenotonous trip over a first class trail in the morning.
Eighteen miles out, we stopped at Jimmy's Point for lunch. It is run by
a half-breed Russian Indian, named John Antosky, and his squaw. The
house is situated on a high point on an island in the woods. They
cooked us a bacon and ptarmigan Tunch; everything in the house,
including the house itself, 1s homemade.
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I have not yet in this diary part mentioned the charges of these
roadhouses, It varied very much, and apparently without reason. First,
it was $3.00 for supper, bunk and breakfast for each of us, lunch being
$1.00. At other places it was $1.50 for each of those accommodations,
and still at others, it was as high as $2.00. Then they charged $2.00,
and then as much as $6.00 for dog feed, the captain's bill was enormous.
[ sympathized with him because the trip is certainly a financial loss.
I am doing a1l I can to try and get him a passenger on the return trip.
This afterncon we passed Louden, a telegraph station, on a high bank of
the Yukon. I went in to Took for dispatches from my assistant. Louden
is a Targe Indian village; it has a roadhouse, but we did not stop.
Along about this point, the snow almost entirely disappeared from the
river Teaving nothing but absoTutely glare ice, save for Tittle streaks
of snow here and there. It is cracked in all directions and you can see
the cracks down for four feet din its thickness. Around bends, it is

“often hummocky and great piles of ice are heaped up which we have to
waddle through, and in which we often capsize. The cracks amount to
nothing as they are glazed over. It makes poor footing for the dogs and
whenever the wind catches us, it whirls us around, dogs and all as we
have no skates on our sled runners, as the mail carriers have. The
shores of the Yukon along here are filled with camps of wood choppers.
Hundreds of miners do this work in the winter and sell the wood to the
H.C. Company for its boats. I don't know what arrangement, if any, they
have for the government to get the wood from the public domain. We
arrived at Lewis' roadhouse Tong after dark, at 7:00 p.m. in pretty cold
weather. Lewis runs the store. He keeps a neat roadhouse with his
sister as housekeeper; he has been here ten years; she only came in last
year. They are proper, decent people and keep a neat place. They are
from Hamilton County, Ohio. We made 45 miles today and both ocurselves

and the dogs are very tired.

Fourteenth day; February 2Znd:
Lewis' to Ruby. We left Lewis' at 7:30 a.m., and arrived at Ruby

at 4:00 p.m. In the morning the weather was fifteen below, in the
afternoon it moderated to ten above.. The wind was in our faces and that
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made it very bad. 1 suffered with the cold but said nothing. In the
morning the ice continued glare. 1In the afternoon snow began to fall
and by evening the trail was extremely heavy especially as we approached
Ruby.

Ruby is a town that was built since last July on the south side of
the Yukon at the first place where we saw any mountains on the south
side. We passed Melogi in approaching it. This is a te1egraph station.
We tost the trail and the captain and myself left the dogs and I went a
mile and a half to one side of the river, and he half a mile to the
other side, hunting for them through the déep snow. I traveled for
about two hours in snow above my knees, over miserable, rubbly ice.
Finally, the captain found the trail on his side and I came across
diagonally to him. T was thoroughly exhausted when I got back to the
sled, but perspiring too much to be very cold. I am over clad for SNow
walking. Ruby is built -of lumber, It has about four hundred houses
consisting of saloons, restaurants, hbteTs, cabins, etc. It is a
typical mining town., It was built on hot aijr by a townsite promoter, I
think. The N.C. Company has an immense barge filled wtih merchandise
frozen 1in the ice on the beach, from which the town is supplied with
provisions. Probably 600 to 800 people 1ive here or in the vicinity.
There isn't a bit of "pay" in any of the creeks. The town is wildly
sensitive for fear people will "knock" it. As nearly as I could learn,
the only grave in the town is that of a man who a month or two ago
offered $40.00 for an ounce of gold as proof that they had none; he
didn't get it, but they got him. This, of course, is a joke but the wag
that got it off Taughed when he told it to us. A committee wajted on us
to know what our opinion of the town was. They were appalled when we
confessed we had never heard of the place until we got there. They then
proceeded to instruct us about the place, and to tell us what we should
say about it as we went along. They wanted me to stop and lecture on
the future prospects of Ruby, but I had no time. However, I did give
them a lecture on good citizenship and mining law, and the evil
influence of the "hatchet and pencil location hog." I-really believe
they have a Tittle pay in a few places some fifty miles to the soutﬁ,
but that is as near the Iditarod as it is to Ruby. I really beljeve
that Ruby was built because it was central and on the river, and is a
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good place to stampede from to any new discoveries that may be made in
any direction. 1 can see no other reason for its existence, but it
wouldn't be safe to say this in the town while you were there. They had
a big meeting a night or two before I got there to celebrate the hope of
“pay." They cou1dn't.ce]ebrate the discovery of it, because they had
none worth mentioning save fifty miles away, as stated. I had lots of
fun with the committee. The'captain, who has to come back this wéy,
being a discrete man, boosted Ruby all the way to Fairbanks, and his
ernestness kept me from knocking it too badly. The people of Ruby are
reaTiy as fine a Tot of healthy, energetic citizens as you can find.

I might say here about the people of Alaska, that they are a fine
lot of citizens, I mean the white people, as distinguished from the
native Indians. T do not think I exaggerate when I say that 75% of them
are foreign born, but they are good people just the same, and nine-
tenths of them speak English. Only Russians and Greeks do not.
Probably a fifth or more of the white pobu1ation ﬁermits their American
citizenship to rest'pretty lightly on their shoulders, and the Irish,
English, Scotch, Canadians, Welsh and a few others move up and down the
Yukon and engage in mining in Canada or Alaska indifferently, claiming
tb belong to either country, when they happen to be there. The
interested promoters have worked up a feeling among a large part of the
white people of Alaska that the government of the United States is
abusing the country and dénying it a lot of its rights. I took the
opposite view to this everywhere I went, and I lectured enough to £i11 a
large volume along that 1iné, and never failed to convince my audience
at the roadhouses and in the towns along the trail, at night when we
stopped, that the government of the United States is treating Alaska
1ike a petted child, and-that they owe it gratitudé instead of abuse. I
think 1 put some patriotism into their souls, for there were times when
I did not mince my words and I never fajiled to get applause. It
surprised some of them to Tearn how few théy are in numbers relatively
and the millions of dollars per annum their Uncle Samuel pays out for
their benefit out of. the United States Treasury, while they come and
take the fish, gold and fur free without tax for themselves. I went
after the "hatchet and pencil nuisance" every place [ talked. I called



on the commissioner and the deputy marshall at Ruby.and they attended my
talk.

Fifteenth day; February 3rd.

Ruby to Mouse Point, about 36 miles. Left Ruby at 7:00 a.m., in
black darkness. Trail very heavy, tempefature ten below, but it
moderated later. Stopped for Tunch at Corning, where an Irishman keeps
a roadhouse; then we mushed on to Kokrine's, a ﬁative village. It s
said that in the early dajs everything in Alaska was spelled by the
Russians and they never had any use for the letter "C" as the Jetter "K"
was good enough for them, so Cochran's became Kokrine's. We stopped at
Kokrine's for a few minutes. The N.C. Company's big store had burned
down there that morning and was a complete loss; the ruins were still
smoking when we arrived, and the natives were arriving from all
directions and had poles digging in the ruins for the cooked hams that
were found underneath. A large stock of merchandise, furs,.etc., were
totally destroyed. Horse teams will haul more goods from the big barge
at Ruby to keep the poeple from starving. There is a Signal Corps
station here, and I got a wire from Captain MWarfield at Fort Gibbon;
inviting me to his quarters when [ arrived there. My friends at Fort
Davis had wired him that I was coming. I had met the captain in
Hashington a few years ago. We passed on seven more miles to Mouse
Point. It is a native village of very poor people, and the roadhouse is
run by a Jap, named Frank, as he told us; his other name doesn't matter,
as he said himself,

I am afraid this diary will be misunderstood in my reference to the
natives and their rather filthy condition. Let me correct that, for
instance, Moses was simply poor, and he can't be blamed for that, and he
didn't seem to know enocugh to keep clean, nor did any of his family, but
as a general thing, the half-civilized natives are p?etty clean. The do

live in bad air, though, which a white person cannot tolerate. The

rising generation of boys and girls are cften quite clean, and the fact
that they all speak English shows that the missions and schools have
done good work. I have had Tots to do with the Indians in New Mexico,
and know something about them. Alaska Indians never beg, and save that
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your Uncle Sam does a Tot for them, they support themselves. This Jap
complained bitterly of the number of wandering bums that come along the
river and eat at his house, and then tell him they have no mbney. He
claims that he feeds sometimes as much as twenty-five men in a couplie of
weeks. that way, coming back from Ruby, where he says they spent their
money in the saloons and are busted. The Jap's bunks were fairly clean.

Let me tell about these bunks in these roadhouses. They are simply
a lot of rough bunks, one above the other, 1ike in a Pullman car. They
never have any sheets, but just blankets or robes. If they look too
awful, you usually bring your own robe in from your sled, spread ft over
your bunk and roll up in it. If not, you use the blankets that are
there. You never completely disrobe; you sleep in your overshirt,
drawers and socks, and it fs usually comfortable, as they keep up the
fire, and thé log houses are warm. In the roadhouses where women are,
things are, of course, neater especially when they are white women. As
for baths; I don't know whether the average Alaskan miner takes any or
not. There is always plenty of hot water on the stove and. I got énough
for“my footbaths every monring, and for an occasional towel body bath.
When I got to Fairbanks, the Tuxury of a tub was dindeed de]ightfu1.
One's bag of soiled socks and underclothing gets to be middling large
after you are on the road some days.

Tonight, at this Jap's pTace at Mouse Point on the north shore of
the Yukon, I am at the highest point north 1 ever was in my 1ife. The
Yukon turns southeast from here, or at least comes from that direction.
My maps, of which I have a full supply, show that 1 am in 65 degrees and
10 minutes of north latitude (almost on the Arctic Circle) and in 154
degrees of west longitude. When we get to Fort Gibben we will be still
a little farther north, as I figure it. The Jap has been in Australia,
in San Fracisco, and came to Alaska in 1901. He is a schelar and showed
me a lot of manuscripts where he had compiled a tremendous lot of
infdrmation and translated it into his own language from magazines and
other sources, and had an fmmense book of pictures'of things Alaskan,
taken from magazines, with Japanese inscriptions under them. I am
wondering if he is a spy for his government, or whether it is merely
incidental that he has done this work. He has possessed himself of some
‘good fur, and he procured a most elaborately embroidered pair of moose
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mittens trimmed with fur. He got the native who made them to embroider
in the right and left hand mitten respectively, the word "zee" and

t

"hoo," meaning as I ascertained on inguiry, the "gee" and "haw" used in
dog mushing. He was surprised when I told him it should be spelled
“"gee" and "haw." He thought "gee" should be pronounced with "g' hard,
so even the Jap notices the incongruities of English. He 1is going to

have them changed.
Sixteenth day; February 4th:

From Mouse Point to Birches, and Keland's. Left Mouse Point.at
7:00 a.m., trail heavy, with wind in our faces. Temperatures very mild,
ten to twenty above. Took 11:00 lTuncheon out fifteen miles at Barnard's
roadhouse. His coffee pot exploded and scalded him pretty badly in the
face, and I got a dab or two in my face, but not seriously. We passed
Birch's telegraph station about 3:00 p.m., where I wired Mr. Castle and
also Captain Warfield. Proceeded on fifteen additional miles and over a
portage to Keland's where a squaw man keeps a roadhouse. We arrived at
nearly 8:00 p.m. We lost two hour's time in getting through the woods
of the portage because it was quite dark. This roadhouse isn't much of
a place.. '

Seventeenth day; February 5th:

Left Keland's at 6:30 a.m., came up the river eighteen miles and
took lunch at a mining camp. It is quite cold today ranging from
fifteen below to five above; as we approached Fort Gibbon, the snow grew
Tess and less, and the wind was bitterly cold and blew so much sand into
the trail that the dogs became Tame and the sleds scratched through it.
We got in early to Fort Gibbon, which is quite a town of several big
stores. Two or three hundred people must live here. The army post is a
typical one, plenty of quarters and properly kept. -Captain Warfield
took me in bodily and had a reception for me that evening, when the
major in command and others came in. They entertained me royally and I
regretted to leave the following morning. Those in charge of the N.C.
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Company's store there are fine men. I am under obligations to these
army gentiemen, particuarly Captain Warfield.
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Eighteenth day; February 6th:

Fort Gibbon to American Creek. We left the fort at 7:00 a.m., and
made thirty-four miles. We went north along the Yukon for a mile or
two, until we passed the mouth of the Tanana, then crossed the Yukon
north of the Tanana, and left the Tanana and steered through the scrub
country over a newly-cut trail for Fairbanks. It was bitterly cold, and
the wind blowing a small gale, and as there was little spow the wind
carried the gravel everywhere. There were pi]és of pebbles, some of
them as large as small eggs, on top of the ice of the Yukon where we
crossed. MWe had to walk, of course, as the dogs couldn't pull us. This
day's ride was the worse trail we had. MWe walked practically all the
way because it was nearly all bare ground, moss, sticks and stumps. We
capsized many times and had to adjust our load, and smashed portions of
the sled, and tore our clothing and our robe, and stubbed our toes and
tumbled down many times, as the dogs rushed around turns or up or down
hi1l. There was practically no snow, the only relief being the glare
ice where we struck sloughs, which were numerous. We arrived at
American Creek, a mining camp, late in the evening and got a good
supper. Both the dogs and ourselves are completely worn out. There is
considerable activity in placer mining in this vicinity and there is
quite a settlement here. A crowd was at the roadhouse during the
evening and I lectured to them on good citizenship, the needs of Alaska
and the attitude which they should take toward the national government
for its good treatment of them. I got applause all right, after I had
overcome the usual prejudice which I have stated to exist. It may be
tooting, but I'11 bet that I left a trail of changed sentiment toward
the Mational Government from Nome to Cordova.

Nineteenth ‘day; February 7th:

American Creek to Dugan Creek, thirty-eight miles. Left American
Creek 6:00 a.m., trails improved; in a few miles it was splendid. The
trail is really a snow road where horse sleds and stages use it. It has
ceased to be a trail. Me stopped at a roadhouse run by a homely 1little
sailor. His food was good though. He told me the name of the place was

-29.



Little Beauty, and I told him he should be more modest and not name it
after himself. This joke nealry broke up the dinner, for there was a
crowd at the table. In the afternoon we passed Hot Springs, an
elaborate resort, where a lot of money has been speﬁt in building a
hotel, bath houses, etc. There is an agvicu1tura1‘exper1ment station
here, or was. It doesn't 1ook'11ke much of a success, although they
raise things because the hot water keeps twenty or thirty acres of
ground thawed out. There are rivers of hot water coming out of the
ground everywhere and the steam rises in clouds. We stOpped'at the
telegraph station. The telegraph line is splendidly built for miles on
each side of this place. We hurried on and made good time on that
afternoon. The trail at this place and eastward is first class and we
are making good time. We made thirty-eight miles today. The roadhouse
at Dugan Creek, which we reached about an hour after dark, and by the
way, the days have lengthened until now it isn't dark until after 5:00
p.m. -- is kept by a man and wife. They are nice people and keep a good
house. It was ten and fifteen below here tonight. Sullivan Creek near
here is quite a mining camp, and they are taking dumps to sluice in the
spring. The dogs did well today, but were distracted by the tens of
thousands of rabbits whose tracks covered the entire snow for miles in
places; only once in a while did we see one jumping between the shrub
trees in the timber, and it invariably set the dogs on a run.

Twentieth day; February 8th:

Dugan Creek (Lavin's place) to Tolowana and Minto, thirty-eight
miles for the day. Trail good and temperature very mild, being from
five to twenty above. Made eighteen miles to Tolovana roadhouse for
lunch, kept by a Mr. Vashon and his wife. They also keep a store. They
have & negress for cook. This man and his wife are refined people,
particularly the wife. I think he is a French Canadian but thoroughly
American in his ways. She is a Boston woman. It s said she was a
teacher 1in Dawson years ago when they met and were married. Their
entire buildings, roadhouse and store, are new here. Two years ago the
place caught fire and burned down completely; two of their children,
leaving them but one, were burned to death. The poor lady shows the
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severe shock. Prices increase here to $2.00 for everything, but as we
only got lunch and passed on, it did not affect us much. It was worth
it, however. We passed on and made twenty more miles over a good trail
to a place called Minto, rabbits again in evidence. Minto's place is a
fairly good rcadhouse, run by a man and his wife.

Twenty-first day; February 9th:

Minto's Place to Fairbanks. This was our longest day's journey and
a hard one. WHe made nearly sixty miles and arrived at Fairbanks at
nearly 10:00 p.m., in a dense fog and bitter cold, although it was not
so cold during the day. The road was all cut up with wood haulers as we
approached Fairbanks, because there was so much mining going on in the
vicinity. We were impeded many times by teams ahead of us, and the snow
was so deep that we could not turn out, nor could they. The dogs would
start on the run under a call of the wild, when we approached horses,
even though we couldn't see them the dogs could smell them. We got our
noon meal hurriedly at a roadhouse, and in the evening lost our way,
roads were so numerous, and we had to retrace our steps for a
considerable distance. Finally, we got to the bustling mining camp of
Esther, some eighteen miles from Fairbanks, or maybe not more than
twelve. I plow-handied the sled a good deal today, and both of us did a
good deal of running because the roads were pretty badly cut up in the
late afternoon, and the dogs were tired, and besides the voad was 1in
many places, for miles impeded by icebergs -- as they called them. In
hundreds of places on this trip often where there was not much snow,
alongside hills for great distances, water from springs in the sides of
the mountain would pour out and freeze, and keep pouring out and
freezing until it would complete oﬁ1iterate the trail, and always
resulted in crowding the trail into the trees and bushes and when this
occurred while we were going down steep hills, and the brake would not
catch in the hard ice, we capsized many times and were often- thrown
complietely over the sled into the snow and brush, and sometimes got
badly scratched as well as suffering from the cold. This particular
evening, when the dogs came to Esther, they were so delighted at the
electric 1ights that they went down the mountain Tike a cannon ball in
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the dark, and the roads were so cut up that though I put my whole weight
on the brake, it made no difference and the ground catching my heels
pulled me off the sled and I was thrown violently finto a rut on the
 steep mountain side. Happily, I was not hurt, and the'noise was such,
that the captain; who was astraddle of the front of the sled, did not
notice my absence as he was so intent trying to direct the dogs, until
he was a good half a mile away, down in the va11ey, where he got the
dogs stopped. He was a surprised man, and hollered for me, and waited
until 1 came up, and he was glad to learn I was not injured. Né went
into a saloon in Esther, but stopped for a moment. The streets were
crowded with miners and dog teams, and we had a time preventing dog
fights. Automobiles run between here and Fairbanks over the snow. 1
ought to have taken one, but did not desire to desert the captain. We
started and went for seVeraT hours towards Fairbanks, until we though we
ought to be beyond it. It was a new way, which the captain was not
famiTliar with, - _

It was so dark that we couldn't see that it was foggy until the
electric Tights of Fairbanks showed it. At length we stopped, believing
we were lost. We finally got to a house and were delighted to learn
that we were not half a mile from Fairbanks. Soon we were there, and
you couldn’t see an electric 1ight at five feet, so dense was the fog.
We stopped at the Pioneer Hotel. I got a bath. Gee, what a delight.
Next day was Saturday and I attended to a good deal of business
officially that our division had with this division. T went to dinner
Sunday night at District Attorney Crossley's house. I called on Judge
01dffeld. He invited me to dinner, but I had to leave the next morning
on the stage and régretfu11y dectined. I learned there was friction
between the officials hére, but T avoided taking any part in it. Prices
at Fairbanks are out of all reason as compared to Mome. Little things
that the freight rate should not affect very much, are double price.
Cheap cigars sell for twenty-five cents each, drinks the same. They
have no coin less than twenty-five cents. I got a hair cut and shave
and the bill was $1.50. 1 paid the man $1.75 so he wouldn't-notice my
shock, and then threw'up both my hands; when he asked what I meant, I
told him down in my country we always did that when we were held up,
because we knew the other man had a gun. I was going to wait three or
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four days in Fairbanks so as to just catch a boat at Cordova, but the
prices scared me out and I started Monday morning at 6:00 a.m,

My, but it was cold, must have been twenty below when we started,
and everything was covered with frozen fog. I sent back most of the
borrowed stuff that I did not need, by Captain Pete, to Nome, or at
least left them for him to take back. The stage company furnished me a
foot warmer and a coonskin coat. The stage officials were nice fellows
but the fare is right smart, being $130.00 for the trip to Chitina,
which takes eight days, when it could be made in five without trouble.
They only allowed forty pounds of baggage. I think I have seventy-five
in my sack, but they were decent and said nothing about it. The stage
1ine is owned by the N.C. Company. I was the only passenger, and as the
driver was on the front seat fifteen feet ahead of me, 1 couldn't talk
to him without yelling, and he was half hidden behind the big lcad of
canvas covered freight that he had on., My feet were warm, with the
stove arrangement they had for that purpose, but the collar of the coat
didn't fit well, and I had an awful time keeping warm.

Twenty-second day; February 10th:
Was spent at Fairbanks.
Twenty-third day; February 1lth:

Was Sunday, also spent at Fairbanks.
Twenty~fourth day; February 12th:

We had four horses on the sled stage and made forty miles to
Munson's roadhouse. The country was very flat. MWHe stopped at a nice
place for luncheon, but the prices were double. The establishment was
run by two women. The snow is not deep. The Alaska Range is visible in

the southeast. The driver is a decent sort of a fellow. Munson's
roadhouse would be a good sort of a hotel in almost any town.
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Twenty-fifth day; Fébruary 13th:

Munson's to Sullivan's, forty-five miles. In the morning it was
twenty degrees below, but moderated to fifteen above. e began to enter
what 1is called the Delta, which s a canal between precipitous
mountains; the mountains are two or three thousand feet high on each
side and the canal is only a mile or so wide, and it is perfectly flat
save for the gradual ascent, which is steep, as you can see by looking
back. The river meanders through the brush from side to side of it. 1
am satisfied-that under the earth it is a glacier, or frozen gravel Tike
a glacier. We got to Sullivan early in the evening, and it is a fine
place, kept by a man and his wife who were formerly at Nome. The dinner
was a banquet, it was so good. There were many guests. I got into an
extended argument with a lot of miners here regarding Alaska, and I
think I gave a lot of information. '

Twenty-sixth day; February 14th:

Sullivan's to MiTler's, fifty-six miles, up the Delta -- most of
the way. This stage company seems to want to do a1i its traveling
before breakfast, for they routed me out at 3:00 a.m., and we started on
the trip before 4:00. 1 remember it was very cold. We stopped at
' Donnelly's place for Tunch. It was a first class place. In the
afternoon we made thirty-two miles to a place in the mountains, where we
gave up the big stage sled, and took to single horse "double-ender"
horse sleds. They are low, flat sleds, with turn-up runners before and
behind. It took seven.or eight of them to carry the mail and the load
of stuff they had on the stage. There is a driver with the first horse
and sled, and one on the rear, but none with the intervening horse and
sled. They gave me a horse and sled to myself for me to drive. It was
second in the procession. The leader horse pokes along and all the rest
follow, so it isn't much trouble driving. It began to snow and it
reminded me of the stories I have read of the Alps in my youth. The
snow got deep as we went on, and at times we went round some pretty
dangerous precipices, and I made my horse hug the upper side pretty
closely. A blizzard came on and it looked bad for a while, though it
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was not very cold. Finally, we got to Bauman's place, or the Miller
Roadhouse, and stopped all night. It is not as good a place as
Sullivan's because it is not clean. The prices were just as high
though. He had a big Swede girl as cook, and she was a good one. MWe
were routed out early the next morning. My Valentine's Day was a stormy
one up this appalling pass of Alaska's backbone through a blizzard.

Twenty-seventh day; February 15th:

We started at 3:00 a.m. We don't get more than about three hours
sleep every night on this stage line. The early morning was bitterly
cold, it must have been the coldest of the trip, and was probably
twenty-five degrees below or colder. It was twenty-five the first time
we looked after daylight. We made thirty-three miles and had lunch at a
good roadhouse; Paxson's was the place we stayed at for the night. It
was a very neat place run by a Mrs., Boker and a partner, a man called
Taylor. I received a wire from Mr. Castle at this place, telling that
all is quiet at Nome. In this day's run we crossed the divide between
the Tanana on the north and the Copper River shed on the south. The
summit is mountainous and full of -enormous glaciers, which send the
water both ways. It is the sight of a lifetime; some of these glaciers
are on the top of everything.

Twenty-eight day; February 16th:

Paxson's to Sourdough. We started at 5:00 a.m., made sixteen miles
to Myer's place for Tunch. It was quite warm, fifteen above most of the
day. Got to Sourdough at 4:00 p.m. The roadhouse is run by a Hr.
Kronin and his wife, who run it for another man farther down the 1ine.
They are nice pecple. There were a number of other guests, and I
delivered another talk or lecture after they got me started. Our course
today was over a very high tableland on the south side of the divide,
through scrub timber. Behind us are the great Summit Mountains; in
front, to the left, are some of the highest mountains, in Alaska, Mount
Stanford, more than 16,000 feet; Mount Drum, more than 12,000; and Mount
Wrangle, more than 13,000 feet and a volcano. It is active most of the
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time, and smoke was issuing as we passed. They are all many miles away.
There are dozens of equally high mountains without names, off to the
southeast. o

Twenty-ninth day; February 17th:

“Sourdough to Volcana, or Copper Center. This was a dreary day over
the tableland. It was foggy and we onlty got a gifmpse of Mount Sanford,
Mount Drum and Mount Wrangle for a few minutes. It was cold when we got
to Golcana. It is quite a 1ittle town, and is sort of a county seat or
recording office, where the records are kept. The roadhouse was a_good
one, kept by a man and his wife. T found many recent magazines here,
and sat up late to read them.

Thirtieth day; February 18th;

Copper Center to Nefstaad's, forty miles. Same sort of a day and
trip ‘as on yesterday, through scrub timber, down Copper River. About .
3:00 p.m., the fog 1ifted and we got a sight of the volcano. It doesn't
amount to much as a volcano; in fact, all the mountains are so high (as
well as the prices) that none of them stand out with much preeminence
save Sanford. I found magazines at Nefstaad's, which is a good
roadhouse, were we arrived at about 4:00 p.m.

Thirty-first day; February 19th:

Nefstaad's to Chitina {the railroad). Left Nefstaad's at 6:00 a.m.
Traveled sixteen miles in fog and scrub timber, with occasional glimpses
of the grand scenery in the distance. Temperature ten degfees below to
ten above. Arrived at Chitina, a station on the COpper. River and
Northwestern Railway, at noon. This is the Guggenheim Road that runs
sixty miles farther east to their great Bonanza Copper Mine. Chitina is
130 miles from Cordova at the coast. I stopped at the Chitina Hotel,
which is a good country, hotel and saloon combined. The town is a nice
Tittle railroad town, situated in a pocket in the mountains in the banks
of the Copper River; it has mountains on &11 sides, the one next to the
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river being very tow with the tunnel through it for the railroad to pass
out toward the mine. I took a walk around the town in the afterhoon, as
the train did not start until the next morning. There are but a few
acres of ground on which the town 1is built, and the mountains run
straight up in the air for several thousand feet on three sides. A
glacier comes dewn out of the canybn, and is pushing the nearest houses
in toward the town almost. I saw the commissioner and the deputy
marshall here, and had many talks with many people in the hotel Tobby.
At this town I particularly noticed something that pervades all
Alaskans, and that is a proclivity which I characterized as a desire to
"Tet Paw do it," which means that Alaskans think that the government of
the United States 1is in duty bound to pay all the bills and do
everything on earth that they need to have done for them as a matter of
course. I gave them as sensible a talk as I could on the subject of
good citizenship, and the beneficience of the National Government toward
Alaska and its people. I think I wade many friends, as they were all
very cordial after that. I think there are many people in Alaska since
I passed through on this trip, that have modified their views a l1ittle
as to the bounden duty of "paw" to do everything.

Thirty-éecond day; February 20th:

We left Chitina at 7:00 a.m., in a snow storm, on the Copper River

and Northwestern Railway, and came down the gorge to the river bank, and
skirted along the water of the river the whole day with the cliffs
running up thousands of feet above us. The road is cut for miles out of
this ¢1iff, and crossed all the lateral canyons that come in. There 1is
an equally precipitous range on the other side of the river. The train
consists of an engine and about eight cars of copper ore in sacks, a
dining car and a passenger car. The fare is $15.60, The meals are
first class. The railroad is standard gauge, and is one of the beést
built railroad for such a country imaginable; it is first class in every
way. It is said to have cost $20,000,000, although it is only 190 miles
Tong. I don't believe it cost more than ten miliion, and that a quarter
of it must have been wasted. I could duplicate it with all of its
magnificent bridges, I am sure, for iess than seven million. I am sure
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that a raflroad from Cordova to the Yukon over the pass which 1 came
down, could be built inside of twenty million dollars, and I have seen
some railroads and know something about their coﬁt

Four feet of snow fell in the forenoon, that's awful, isn't it?
And it's aimost true we got stuck in it, and the engine pulled some of
the cars off the track in jerking them through the snow; it took many
hours to put them back. We were to arrive at Cordova at 2:00 p.m., but
we didn't get in til m1dn1ght - It was a dreary ride through the deep
canal of snow which, in many places, was higher than the cars themselves
along these high c1iffs. They had to send for a rotary snow plow down
the Tine. It is a marvelous machine. It spat out a stream of snow from
the track and the canal which it dug, over inte the river forty feet
away for miles, as it progressed, and went along at the rate of twenty
miles an hour in some places. A bljzzard raged all the way. There must
be a dozen great bridges. built of steel, and some of them must have cost
a fortune. -They have many great SNOW- sheds, but will have more. They
are built out of very ponderous timber. The whole road is more or less
over glaciers in its Tower end. Some of the precipices that loom above
us as we pass are positively awe-inspiring. We got into Cordova at
midnight, and 1 went to the Windsor Hotel, first going forward to the
engine to see the snow plow, which I couldn't get forward to all day, as
the snow was too deep; I could only see it work as it went around bends
once in a while, | |

Thirty—third day; February 21st:

I stopped at Cordova all day. It is a nice 1ittle town at the head
of a bay with sky-scraping precipitous mountains all around; everything
1s covered with snow, but right at Cordova there isn't much snow. It is
booming Tittle town, with about 1,500 people fin it perhaps, maybe less.
Fairbanks is the biggest place I struck, and is about the size of Nome.
The boat came in late in the afternoon, but had to go over to Valdez and
Seward. [ thought it was well to go with it and see those towns, and do
some business for the office, as to stay at Cordova, and loaf and pay
hotel bills, the fare to Seattle being the same at thg three towns; so.
at midnightll got on the boat and got located permanently. During the
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day, I went all over Cordova, and applied for mail at the post office
but there was none, and talked to many people, and disabused the minds
of many, I think, of the same sort of ideas I have been talking about
that seem to be prevalent here in Alaska.

Thirty-fourth day, February 22nd:

When 1 awoke in the morning on the boat, I found that I was at a
mining camp called Elamore, which is nothing but 'a mine, but they had a
filag up in honor of Washington's Birthday. My, but the scenery was
grand and the day smooth. A1l the mountains on the south coast come
straight up out of the sea, apparently, and are appallingly high. It is
surely a grand sight. We delivered some freight here, then proceeded up
the narrow bay, with its mountain-side fenced, to Fort Liscum, and
delivered some freight there, then crossed over to Valdez. I got off
here and went up and met some friends in the town, and saw some of the
court officials. Several passengers came over from Cordova also.
Valdez is situated in a narrow canyon with the bay fronting it, and it
has a great, big green glacier in the canyon behind it, 1ike an immense
frozen river, which is really what it is. If this glacier should start,
it would push Valdez into the sea. The place is on cold storage the
year around, yet you ought to hear them talk of their fine climate. It
has about a thousand people, I think. In the evening, we started for
Seward.

Thirty-fifth day; February 23rd:

Valdez to Seward. We arrived at Seward at 5:00 a.m., after
stopping at La Touche, a mining camp, went up town and had breakfast
with Mr. Walker, the U.S. Attorney, and others. Seward i3 the prettiest
place of the three, and is a clean, newly built town with the beautiful
bay and .the same awful mountains all around it. We started back at
forenoon toward Valdez again, and got there next morning. The scenery
down from Seward on each side of the beautiful, narrow bay is positively
grand. After stopping at Valdez a few hours, we proceeded to Cordova
again, arriving there Sunday morning, February 25th.
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Thirty-sixth day; February 24th:
Enroute Valdez to Cordova.
Thirty-seventh day: February 25th:

A1l day at Cordova loading copper ore. It is Sunday. I went up
town in the morning and again in the afternoon. The boats during the
day took on a thousand tons of copper ore from the Bonanza Mine. I
examined the ore several times during the day by taking Tittle pieces
from the sacks as. they were being piled into the slings. Having seen
the ore, 1 believed the statements made by the citizens of Cordova that
Tt would run seventy to eighty percent copper. I never saw any such ore
in all my experience. The miné they got that ore from must surely be a
bonanza, and no wonder the expensive railroad was built to it. It must
be a fortune of fortunes. They_recent1y; as it is said, paid a million
dollar dividend, and repeat that one or more times this same year. The
inmense weight of a thousand tons of ore steadied the Northwestern, and
as the sea was smooth, our trip was uneventful to Seattle, where we
arrived late in the evening of February the 29th, Leap Year day.

Thirfy-efghth day; February 26th:
Enroute Cordova to Seattle.
Thirty-ninth day; February 27th:
Enrouﬁe Cordova to.Seatt1e.
Fortieth day; February 28th;
Enroute Cordova to Seattle.
Forty-first day; February 29th:

Enroute Cordova to Seattle, and end of prip.
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The foregoing is a brief account, in a relative sense, of one of
the most finteresting trips a persen can make under the United States
flag. I spend nearly a hundred dollars, preparing for the trip when I
started from Nome even with borrowing as many things as 1 did. Most of
the things I bought are useless, save for such a trip. 1 had forty
dollars Teft out of the thousand dollars the night I arrived at Seattle.
I have made up my account and sent in to the government for $988 and
some cents. It is costly, but on the whole, considering the time and
the country, no one made any money out of it. I have not gone into
details of the official business matters I attended to during the trip,
as it would take too much space, but it was all good work.

I feel that I have done a lot of good in my talks to the people
along the way, and the recorded information, as here set down, may be of
value to the government, and it certainly will be interesting to me in
future years. Getting out from Nome §s pleasant to me in the present
critical time in our history, both from a national point of view, and
- because of things that are taking ‘place at home in New Mexico,
politically. I am very grateful to the Attorney General and the
President for bringing me out, and hope that the work they give me to do
will warrant the confidence they are placing in me.

It happened that we had no cold weather during the trip, and that
was pleasant. In a relative sense, they have had very 1ittle snow in
Alaska this season of 1911-12, Anyway, people stay in roadhouses as a
usual thing in Alaska, in severe weather, and when one is properly clad
for it, T do not regard Arctic mushing as the frightful thing it is said
to be. I do not think that all the polar expeditions, save in a few
accidental cases, were such terrible experiences as the average person
understands them to be. I don't think Amundsen's expedition to the
South Pole was a bit harder than a trip from Nome to Point Barrow in
winter would be, and I am sure there are women in Nome who could make
that trip.

Very truly
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Source:

File 156715

Department of Justice Files
R.G. 60, N.A.
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APPENDIX B

A random, unrevised account of a midwinter "Mush" or
overland trip from Nome to Cordova, Valdez and Seward,
Alaska with his philosophical, economic and political
views regarding the great territory, and his journal of
the trip, by B.S. Rodey, U.S. District Attorney at Nome.

On January 12th, 1912, while wintering at Mome, as U.S. District
Attorney of the Second Division of Alaska, I received cable instructions
from the Attorney Genera1'of the United States to proceed to Seattle,
Washington, to attend some public business. 1 immediately- proceeded to
prepare for the great trip or "Mush." This trip has not been performed
or undertaken by to exceed twenty people in the history of the country,
It took several days to find & party with a proper dog team and to
purchase proper clothing. The distance to Fairbanks up the Yukon from
Nome 1is about 850 miles, and from there down over the Delta Pass to
Cordova is somewhere near 400, 1 think. I doubt if a trip to the North
Pole is much different, save as to the amount of supplies and food to be
carried, and the necessity of sleeping out every night instead of in
roadhouses, of which there is an abundance along the entire route of the
- trip 1 made. Happily the commander of the neighboring military post
(Fort Davis) on my certifying that the things were for public use,
permitted me to purchase what I needed from the army stores there, and
which I could not-get elsewhere. These military gentlemen also very
courteously made it pleasant for me during the trip, by instructing the
Signal Corps boys along the trail and the Yukon to Took out for the
outfit, and gave me letters to those in charge at Fort Gibbon, where the
officers treated me royally. I am under obligations to them all, and
let me say before I forget it, that the neatness, order and condition,
as well as the courtesy of those in charge of the Signal Corps station
along the long route, is and was of the very best. True, we lodged at
but two places, with the Corps along the route, at "01d Woman" and Fort
Gibbon, but we called at nearly every station for messages or to send
some, for I attended to a good deal of Alaskan matters on the way, as I
ascertained the necessary facts. It makes a man proud of his country,
to see the red-blooded, clean-cut young men in charge of these stations,
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and to observe the order and neatness of the surroundings in this wild
and bleak Arctic region. _ -

Our route lay from Nome due east and north around Golofnin Sound
and Bay, and across the portage to Norton Bay, and northeast arogund the
-Bay and then across it southeast to Isaac's Point, and then southeast to
Unalakleet, thence northeast over the portage and the divide to the
mighty Yukon at Kaltag, and thence northeast with the river, for
hundreds of miles to Fort Gibbon and the Tanana, and -southeast from
there to Fairbanks. From the latter point, we proceeded almost directly
south to and over the Delta Pass and down the Pacific Divide, via the
Copper River to Chitina, where the Copper River and Northwestern Railway

(the Guggenheim Road) s reached, and thence on the railroad south and

scuthwest to Cordova, and then by boat to Valdez, Seward and Seattle.
"The trip from Nome to Fairbanks occupied twenty days, but might
have been made in two days less time had roadhouses been conveniently
located, because on four occdsions we were obliged to end our journey at
about 3:00 p.m., because of the great distance to the next roadhouse,
which it was not feasible to make that same day. At Fairbanks, we lost
two days waiting for the sled stage going south. I alsc lost half a day
at Chitina waiting for a train, and another half a day, owing tc the
deep snow on the railroad Tine. 1 also lost a full day at Cordova,
waiting for the arrival of the boat, and of course, the trip over to
Valdez and Seward was also lost time and amounted to four full days. In
fact, 1 took that trip only because the boat fare was the same from

" Cordova, Yaldez or Seward, and making the trip enabled me to see two '
additional tows of the territory, and attend to some Alaskan business:

comprehended within my duties, and if I remained at Cordova for the
return of the boat, the hotel bill would have been the same as the fare
on the boat over and back.

The present 1911-12 winter has been the mildest in the history of
- Alaska, insofar as the oldest Eskimo residents can remember. We were
detainéd from starting January the 13th to the 20th because of lack of
snow, and while places along the Tine had heavy snow, still there were
several stretches of fifty miles or more each, where the sledding was
very difficult, as the ground was almost bare. The temperature was
mild, ranging from twenty degrees below to twenty degrees above zero,
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the larger part of the time it being from ten below to five above. On
one or two occasions, it may have been as cold as twenty-five below zerc
for a few hours, but generally speaking, it was as stated. )

I engaged Captain Peter Bernard, an Americanized French Canadian,
to make the trip with me. The poor fellow, although he had wired to
Seattle before starting, did not get a return passenger from Fairbanks
as he had hoped, nor did my efforts from Fairbanks down to the coast
succeed in getting him one, and so he had to return home with an empty
sled. Owing to the Tength of the trip and the return, and to the fact
that dog feed had increased in price more than a hundred percent, he had
Teft to himself not to exceed $3.00 per day net for his month's and a
half Tabor of himself and his eleven dog team, when the current rate for
such an outfit is at Teast $15.00 per day net. The Captain had made the
trip from Nome to the coast on four previous occasions, and is a veteran
"Musher," and one of the hardiest men in Alaska despite his age of
fifty-four years. His "leader" dog, "Jim," having wmade the trip,
counting this one, five times, is therefore, the greatest veteran dog in
all Alaska. Four of the other dogs had atso made the trip from one to
three times, and were also inured to its hardships. Three of the dogs
were yearling pups that I had seen grow up during the previous year at
Nome around the kennels of the Captain. Their experience previous to
this trip consisted of being permitted to follow the team during two or
three six-mile practice drives. It was curious for the first few days
to watch their antics, but in a short time, they learned to mush with
the procession, and soon were equal to any dogs in the team. It ‘was
amusing to see how they balked at entering the first timber we came to.
They did not know what the irees were and were afraid of them, but the
older dogs pulled them in to the entering trail and soon the smell of
the rabbits and other animals in the timber brought to them the call of
the wild the same as the other dogs. Also, when we came to the first
glare ice on the Yukon, the pups braced themselves and protested'against
entering on it, no doubt thinking it was water, but the Teader, Jim,
lTooked at them in disgust and pulled them onto it by main force, and in
a moment theif scare was over, and they went along the same as the rest.
The Captain was forced to permit the pups to remain loose at the
roadhouse kennels, because they would keep everybody awake by their
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howling, if confined. The mail dog teams had a hard time this W1nter
over this trail, because of the lack of snow and their heavy loads.

A foot of new snow having fallen at Nome and for a considerable
distance east of it by the 20th of January, we managed to get started on
that date. Hundreds of people came out to see us start, cold though it
was, and we were the objects of many Kodak pictures, Unfortunate1y, my
own Kodak and one I borrowed from the soldier boys on the way both
proved to be out of order, and hence I am without pictures of the great
trip. Both Kodaks weke_put out of commission by the sled capsizing,
which it did dozems of times during the trip. During the trip we
started very early each morning, often before 3:00 a.m., so as to get to
the end of our day's journey at some reasonable hour in the evening, the
Captain needing the time to cook food for and care for and doctor his
dogs. The Captain is one of the most humane "mushers" I ever knew, and
it was a comfort to be with a man who used so Tittle profanity and took
such splendid care of the animals. His wife, who is as much of a

musheress as he is a "musher," had put among the stores a surgical and
medical chest, containing all things required for man and beast in the
medical or surgical line. When the weather-beaten hard ice in places,
as well as the sand filled snow in others, wore the hoof pads of the
dogs to rawness the Captain promptly put moccasins on their feet, and
when they tore each other in fights, which they often did, he would sit
up away into the night to bathe the wound in warm water, put ointment on
it, and on several occasions sewed the wound with the needle and thread
he had for that purpose. At times just for the exercise of it, I would
get out and run at first, for a mile or two, but later, sometimes as
much as ten or more miles, while the Captain rode, but as a general
thing, the trails were so good, that we both rode, and even this weight
with cut baggage was not too much for the dogs, who would trot so fast
on these good trails that neither of us could keep up on foot. However,
as Captain Peter was the "musher" and a veteran at it, and I was the
passenger paying the fare, he did most of the running behind and talked
continually to his dogs, which, by the way, they seemed to Tike. The
Captain would sometimes run as much as twenty miles on a dog trot behind
the sled, when it was as cold as 20 degrees below zero, or 52 degrees of
frost. . I never did know why the scientists began to measure cold a
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second time at zero, because zero 1s itself 32 degrees of frost, and

zero weather f{s about as miserably cold as the average man wants to

experience. On several occasions, at the beginning of the trip, I
bought food for the dogs out of my own pocket, just to get the chance to
feed it to them and get acquainted with the animals. At times I took
part in urging them on for hours at a time and they seemed to delight in
the melody of a polka 1 used to whistle for them, which éeemed to
harmonize with their tireless wolf-trot in a way that pleased them.
When I would stop whistling, they would stop frotting and wistfully
glance around, as if asking me to continue. It was intersting at times
to see how a pair of the dogs would get vexed at each other and get into
such a vicious fight that the Captain would have to separate them with
the vigorous persuasion of his blacksnake whip, and time and again, he
had to change the teams so as to get the dogs that were vexed at each
other separated, until they forgot about the enmity that they held for
each other. MNo matter how dogs in a team may fight, whenever they meet
another dog team, they are all friends, and promptly attack the opposing
team as a body, and the strange dogs do 1ikewise as to them. In thickly
settled sections of the country, teams will pass each other at times
without fighting, but when one team meets another out on a lone trail,
it usually means that the one with the Tightest Toad goes many yards off
the trail to avoid the confiict.

The mail-dog teams are all composed of about twenty dogs each.
West of the Yukon they are harnessed in pairs, but on the river, many of
them go single file. They are usually heavy, Tong-haired dogs and their
bushy tails wagging in the wind look, at a distance, Tike a procession
of feather dusters. It is not pleasant for the dogs of teams going in
opposite directions to get into a fight in the snow, and when it occurs,
all hands have to turn out to separate them, and it often happens that
one or more of the dogs are seriously wounded, sometimes to the extent
of being put out of commission, Every "musher" loves his dogs and
Captain "Pete,
the opposing “musher" would abuse his dogs in an effort to separate

even though a man of peace, at times forgot himself when

them, and on several occasions, I had to be as much of a peacemaker
between men as the other men were between the dogs. Just & few miles
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east of Nome, the Captain and a man who had violently kicked one of his
dogs were very near coming to blows.

I suffered a great deal with the cold at first, because I did nbt
know how to keep warm and exposed my face and hands too much to the
cold, and did ndt know how to keep the ice from my face and from the fur
surrounding my nostrils and Tips. I had a great deéire to keep my head
out se as to take in the scenery along the might ‘river, but I soon
learned that the beét way to avoid frostbites in the face was to cover
myself completely in the robe every few minutes, until I warmed up.
When we passed Solomon, east of Nome, we struck a violent blizzard that
lasted for five or six hours, and we made but poor progress. Me had a
hard time to keep from freezing ourselves, and several of the dogs had
their 1ips and ears frozen, which the Captain had to anoint and doctor
that evening. At times we made as Tow as twenty miles a day and walked
most of it in eighteen inches of snow. At other times we made as many
as fifty-six miles a day over a spléendid trail and in a continuous trot.
The Captain had put wooden skis under the steel runners of his sled when
we Started,_because the snow was so soft and déep, but he had to remove
them several times when we stopped at the roadhouses at night. This was
quite a mechanical task; he had to do this with the varying trails. On
a new trail east of Fort Gibbon, which was cut through the shrub timber,
there was practically no snow, and the poor dogs had to pull the sled
and the baggage over the moss, stumps and bare ground, and both of us
had to walk a distance of nearly fifty miles. Several of the lone men
"mushers," who are always on the trail moving from camp to camp, kept up
with us all day and away into the night without effort. The Captain had
reduced his baggage to the minimum and so had I; trunks are out of the
question, and a war-bag and a grip, and those of only moderate size, are
all that custom allows in a dog team, so that's all we had.. I must buy
new clothing at Seattle, or wait until my trunk comes out, after the
opening of navigation. :

There are along the trail a great many more roadhouses than are
necessary, or than the traffic warrants, but as there are so many idle
men in the country during the long winter, many of them, and espécially
squaw men, fjnvite travelers to stop at their houses and provide the
usual coarse food, dog-feed, dog-kennels and bunks .that are not too
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clean for the "mushers." This word, "mush" or "musher," is unique and
used only on the Yukon as far as I know. It appears to have come down
the river after the Klondike strike in '98, and I think, is a corruption
or a Yankeeized effort to say "March dont," in French.

It is astonishing the number of what appear to be clear-cut,
clean-bTooded white men in Alaska, who after béing there a few years,
hitch up with and marry squaws. There 1s something about the loneliness
of the country that tends to make men degenerate, after being a number
of years 1in Alaska, in this way, if it can be called such. There are as-
many as a dozen roadhouses on the Yukon between Nome and Fairbanks that
are kept by squaw men and their squaws. MNor is the business without
competition from another source, for there are a good many Indians and
their squaws who keep such houses. This is the reason why we often pass
roadhouses without stopping, because they were too numerous, while at
other places, such as for instance, when crossing portages, sounds and
bays, the distance between roadhouses was more than a good day's
journey, and this is what caused us to lose, as we figured it, four
half-days. Some of the squaws, to whom these men are married, are very
homely, and that's why I was so harsh as to say that the men who married
them must haVe'degenerated, while in a few instances, the squaws were
all right and handsome and educated. In one instance, a good-looking,
clean-cut Canadian fellow was married to a homely squaw that was deaf
and dumb. They had two Tittle children, one an infant about four weeks
old and the other about three years of age. Two other white men
(Norwegians) occupied a wing of the house with them. They were engaged
in boat building, trapping and sled-making. We tried to ascertain from
the other men how the squaw managed to know when her baby cried, and
they told us they could not figure it out, save that she kept eternal
watch, and the three year old child would call her attention to the
matter when the infant was restless. The missionaries of Alaska have
certainly done good work in times past, because all the "Siwashes,"”
which is the colloquialism for all Indians in Alaska, all speak more or
less English, .and the boy and girls in the towns speak good English, and
are not much different from other poor children elsewhere. Nearly every
squaw we met and talked to -~ and we ran across many of them out
snow-shoeing aleng the wastes -- coming or going to the traps or on

7




hunting-trips or snaring trips for rabbits or ptarmigan, spoke English
fairly well, and gave us such names as Martha MacBeth or Sarah Jones or
some French Canadian name which she did not pronounce very well herse]F,
but indicating in every instance that she was the wife of a squaw man,
and ~ probably getting meat for the family and the lazy hushand.

Ptarmigan is the Alaska name for a species of ruffed grouse, of which
there are myriads this year in Alaska: they change 'color with the
seasons and are as white as the snow in the winter. We saw tens of
thousands of them on the trip. The spruce hen is another species of
grouse not so plentiful, of which we saw a few. It does not change
color, but Tooks just Tike a New England partridge all winter. Rabbits
are legion in AIaska this seaéon; there are sections, where for miles in
the bushes and in the scrub-timber, the snow is virtually completely
tramped flat by them. It was difficult for us in the evenings after
dark to keep the dogs to the road. They were so crazy after the rabbits
that were darting in and out in all directions. In places the snow was
deep, but the sunken trail in it was good, .and the dogs having learned
by sad experience, that they must stick to the trail or wallow in the
snow, simply got excited when the rabbits came out, and at times for
miles would run at top speed along the flat trail through the brush and
the timber, trying to catch some of the rabbits that were darting to and
fro 1ike shadows, and which the dogs could see and smell often when we
couldn't. Fish and ptarmigan and rabbits are the principal food of the
Indians on the Yukon this Winter, and for that matter, of white men also
in the remote regions. Reindeer meat, west of Unalakleet on the Seward
Peninsula, is plentiful this year, and the reindeer steaks we ate in the
roadhouses in that section were savory and delicious. Alaska will yet,
and that soon, raise vast herds of reindeer and ship the meat to the
states 1in cold storage. There is moss enough in Alaska, on which these
animals feed, to raise'enough meat of this kind, and it is first-class
meat, to supply the whole United States. This year it has been
ascertained that the herd is infected some 1ittle with tape-worm and
inspection has to be had when it is butchered. Doctor Neuman at Mome
has been commissioned to inspect it there, and is doing good work.
Since coming to Seattle, I have consulted with some of the officers of
the MNational Bureau of'AnimaI Industry, with a view to securing some
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experts to be sent 1in there after the opening of navigation, to study
the disease and find a way to eradicate it. The officials are
interested and I think it will be done. The meat on the Seward
Peninsula this winter is Targely used instead of the cold storage meat,
and that concern {s not enjoying fts usual monopoly with its consequent
high prices. T confidently predict that the raising of reindeer will
surpass all other industries in Alaska, save that of mining. The
animals hardly need even to be herded, and need to Tive and fatten
nothing but arctic moss of which there is an inexhaustible supply.

I mentioned the efforts of the Siwashes to compete for the
roadhouse business. Captain Pete pointed out a house, which we did not
stop at, where a Siwash lived in the woods with his squaw and family,
and stated that a year or two ago when he passed this same place, this
Indian had a sign crudely painted on a big board, posted at the trail
half a mile out on the Yukon ice at his house. The sign read, "White
man roadhouse plenty far away, you stop here four bits." I guess he
failed in the competition because he had no sign in front of his house
this year, and notwithstanding the evident competition, because of the
numerous places to stop, they must be in a trust, because the prices at
times for supper, bed and breakfast, was as much as $6.00

A curious thing, I noticed at various places along the banks of the
Yukon, is the unique graveyards of the natives. Every place where we
saw a graveyard -~ and there were many of them in the hundreds of miles
we traveled -- the graves consisted of unique, vividly painted, wooden
houses, boxes or cabinets. They were always surmounted by ‘a long,
smooth flag pole with an American flag waving in the breeze above them,.
I had seen the American flag in seme of our new possessions and in other
possessions not so new used to designate different things, as, for
instance, saloons, etc., but Alaska is the first instance where I saw it
used to designate a graveyard. I did not learn that the people buried
there were other than Siwashes. The custom appears to be universal up
and down the Yukon, and the graveyards are invariably situated on some
high bluff just on the riverbank.

In a cold country, such as Alaska is, .one learns a good many
peculiarities resulting from frost. When I started on the trip, I
expected to keep a daily journal or a log, and I expected to write it at
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evenings at the roadhouses. For this purpose, I brought along a supply
of paper and carbon sheets, but I found that the carbon would freeze in
the cold weather and would not transcribe. through with the hard penc11
or stylus, and so I had to keep my notes, making only a s1ng1e copy with
the pencil, from which the journal at the end of this account of the
trip is made up. In addition to this, finding water to drink 1s
practically out- of the question, and you cannot carry it with you
because it would be solid ice. The dogs supply their thirst by biting
the snow as they pass along. Only in a few instances on the Yukon did
we find open'water, where the water happened to be extremely swift, and
the open space was never more than a few feet. You could notice the
steam or vapor rising from such places miles before you arrived there.
In the vicinity of the Hot Springs, east of Fort Gibbon, the cloud of
vapor that arises can be seen for miles around.

I am not at all impressed with the timber of Alaska. I am not very
far out of the way when I make the broad statement that the timber of
Alaska is nothing but a vast expense of tent-wattles or poles that set
flat on the ground and grow as thick as grass to a height of about
twenty-five feet or less on the average. It consists of scrub spruce,
aspen, cottonwood, white birch and willow. 1 understand there 1is some
better timber, such as tamarack and cedar, in other places in Alaska,
such as the Susitna Valley and southeastern Alaska, but I saw none of
it. I did see considerable stretches of scrub spruce, much of which
~would measure twelve to twenty-four inches at the stump, but full of
knots and branches and usua]]y not very tall, and most of it less than
this dimension rather than above it. I also saw vast stretches of very
tall aspen or poplar and. white birch timber, measuring six to eight
inches at the stump, and maybe a little bigger, but I saw no timber
really fit to be called timber at all. The country has no-soil, and is
frozen so solid that all these tent-pole trees do not send down
tap-roots into this frozen ground, but send out thin roots flat on the
ground into the three or four inches of so-called soil such as it is.
In fact, wherever a hurricane strikes it, in the summer time, whenever a
few inches of the surface is thawed, acres of this tent-pole timber in a
place will be knocked down and the wind-fall roots, with the earth in
them, look like a field of candle-sticks. However, this being all the
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timber there is for fuel purposes, the careless miners and trappers have
set fire to it and there are miles and miles of it burnt to a crisp, and
dry with the bark pealing off, which the few settlers or inhabitants are
in places cutting for fuel. I saw so many log houses of considerable
size that T know there must be places and canyons where'quite Tong
sticks of spruce, birch and poplar timber can be obtained, that is quite
tall, and from six to twelve inches in diameter, but I am speaking of
the rule as to timber, and it is my opinion that 95% or more of the
so~called timber of Alaska is not fit even to maké wood-pulp out of. I
am told that there few places in Alaska where there is some soil, but I
did not see'any in the twelve hundred miles which I mushed over, and I
saw the banks of the Yukon for hundreds of miles, and paid particular
attention for this purpose. There is moss, "nigger-heads," and muck, or
poor turf, and Jurassic and other c¢lay and sand and gravel, but there is
ne soil worth the name.

I interviewed every roadhouse man I met and many others, and the
deductions I have drawn from the information I have received are that
Alaska as to most of its surface, certainly inland, is not and never
will be an agricultural country even to a reasonably Timited extent.
True, vast quantities of hay can be raised and cut, and while green it
is fairly nutritious, but after it ripens and dries in the Tate fall and
summer, it is worthless as fodder and stock starves on it. Every bit of
hay used in Fairbanks s brought up the Yukon in boats from the states.
A1l the hay used by the stage company for its large herd of stock from
Chitina to Fairbanks s brought from the states. True they turn out
their stock to graze in the Delta Pass in the summer, but they cut none
of the hay for use in the winter for the reasons stated.

Potatoes of a good quality can be and are raised in a good many
places inland, but extreme care has to be taken and the crop has to be
planted on the south side of a dry hill, so as to get the sun, and
several men, who have raised a c¢rop, have had to water them by hand on
the banks of the Yukon and Tanana. At the Hot Springs, between Fort
Gibbons and Fairbanks, there is some Tittle effort made at farming, but
this is in thawed ground, where for ages the hot water has kept the
Tittle ground in that vicinity thawed, and has been making soil.
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I have ascertained also that splendid cabbages can be raised
inland, and lettuce, radishes, and turnips can also be raised but all
the land has to be so manured, that virtually the soil has to be created
to raise the stuff in. I met several men who also raised oats, but not
a single man would say that it haé ripened, and they all concur in
saying that the season is too short, even where it can be raised, and

"that it must be cut green as fodder, for which purpese it is
first-class. Wheat, barley and such crops appear to be entirely out of
the question. T saw several places where hard effort had been made to
raise some sickly crbps, but in every instance, it appeared to be a
disastrous failure. You will have to show me, as I am from Missouri
after what I have seen in Alaska, regarding its agricultural
possibilities. 1 do not mean to say that they cannot raise anything,
but that {s so nearly the fact, and water transportaticn being
relatively so cheap in the short summers, I do not see how farming can
ever prosper in competition with the produce form the northwestern
corner of the Untied States proper. I am not speaking in any
pessimistic spirit; I am Just voicing my cbmmon sense judgment, if I
have ‘any. Having spent a year and a half at Nome on the Seward
Peninsula, I have seeh the country in summer, if one can call the month
or two when they have no snow by the name of summer, The c¢iimate varies
a 'good deal. I arrived there on Augdst the - 10th, 1910, and the
remainder of that summer until freeze-up in the middle of September, or
about the first of October, I know there was not a single day of
p]eaéant weather. It was misty, cloudy, damp, slushy, rainy, sleaty or
windy the entire portion of the summer and fall of that year, at least
in that section of A]agka. Then the winter came on very early, and an
immense quantity of snow fell during thé early months of the freeze-up.
I do not exaggerate when I say that the snow in the town of Nome was so
deep that it Teft in many places but a few feet of the telegraph poles
above its surface, and the piles of snow in the street often hid and
sometimes compietely buried one-story houses.

Unless you have a made road in Alaska, you cannot get around fin
what they call the summer season very well with horses or wagons, at
least in most of the summers. The coastal plans and even the mountain
side of the Seward Peninsula are covered with tundra or "nigger-heads,"
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and this is underlaid with from one to ten feet of muck and what I would
call attenuated peat or turf. A "nigger-head"surface is the most
miserable walking or diving imaginable -- it is just jmpossible. The
freeze-up, which begins often before the first of October, is the time
when the people can get around because you can go in any direction
everything begin frozen. This, of course, is the rule after Christmas
to about the middle of April. The snow lasts, when they have 1it, from
about the fore part of October until the middle of June. The first boat
into Nome in 1911 was the Corwin, and she arrived on the 8th day of June
but could not land and had to anchor five miles from the shore in the
ice. At this time there were patches of snow still on the foothills
north of town, and the coastal plan still had plenty of snow, while the
high ranges inland were still white. Then, strange to say, the rest of
the summer of 1911 was real sunshiny weather, and very dry, the miners
complaining of a scarcity of water.

A dry summer for a month of two, such as they had in Alaska in
1911, when the grass and the flowers grow plentifully, and because of
the long days in that high latitude, induces people from the states
living there to praise the country and its climate. There is no
question but what Alaska is a very healthful climate if one is properly
clad and stays indoors during the time of extreme cold. The children
and women that one meets are the picture of health, the severe cold
making their blood circulate and inducing rosy cheeks. If the weather
happens to be reasonably free from blizzards, which it usually is, in
the latter half of March and all of April and May, the long sunshiny
days, with the hard snow underfoot, induces the people to praise the
country and its climate, but they always do it in furs or overcoat, if
they are on the street. It is pleasant to a person from middle
latitudes to experience a day of sunshine of from twenty-one to
twenty-three hours in length. The sun rises in the northeast and skims
around and hardly sets al all, save for half an hour to an hour or so,
-and then it appears only to go behind a mountain in the northwest. 1
have gone to my room at 11:30 p.m. and read the newspaper by daylight.
There seems to be a whole day remaining to you after you get your
supper. I attended a baseball game that began at 10:00 p.m., and lasted
until dark at nearly 1:00 a.m. This was about the 10th of June, 1911,
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0f course, you have the opposite experience in December, when if it
is cloudy, there is no daylight at all during the twenty-four hours, and
at best, there is but thirty or forty-five minutes of it at midday. 1In
the winter of 1910-11 at Nome, the snow was so deep that in spite of all
that could be shoveled and scraped away, it was shouTder high when
packed hard in the streets. I say shoulder high because the sidewalks
in front of the stores.were'canals or ditches'in the hard snow, as
people walked along the sidewalk, the sleighs and dog-teams on the
street were running along at an elevation equal fo their shoulder and
heads, and'évery store had a&n ice stairway cut from the street down to
the sidewalk in front of it. | o
, Per contra the winter of 1911-12, at Jeast up to January 20th when
I left there,'and in fact, the whole of Alaska suffered from a dearth of
Snow. I had to wait eight days in January before snow enough fell to
enable us to start on our long trip, and as stated, while I .encountered
fifty-mi]e patches of almost bare ground, still at other places the snow
was deep in February. Something the average man does not notice in
lTower latitudes 1is that snow in soft weather falis often in quite large
flakes. In Alaska when it is cold and the wind is blowing, the snow is
a granulated snow 1ike fine sago, and is very unpleasant when it strikes
you in the face. This sort of snow packs hard when it falls, and as a
consequence, in extremely cold weather, S1edding and skiing are
comparatively easy. After a long spell of extremely cold weather, which
often occurs, when the temperature ranges_from'ten to sixty degrees
below zero, the snow itself appears to freeze, even without any rain,
sleet, thaw, or moisture of that sort, being apparent. This results in
the best sort of trail. Many times, however, immense quantities of snow
-~ sometimes as much as four feet -- will fall in a few hours or In the
night, and if it is blizzardy, it buries everything in sight, and it
takes days before people get around or trails or roads are again opened.
While the town of Nome and other towns in Alaska are delightful
places socially, and the inhabitants become like a ship's company during
the eight months of winter, still it is a severe deprivation to a
civilized man to be without possibility of getting out of the country
for such a long period. From the close of navigation, about the -first
of November, there is sometimes a month and a month and a half when the
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people receive no mail until it comes in overland by a dog sled. The
same is true after the Yukon breaks up at the end of March, and no mail
Ts received on the Seward Peninsula or inland in Alaska until the
opening of navigation from the middle of June til the Fourth of July.
The land Tines and the cables which they now have, even though the news
received s meager, relieves the situation a 1ittle. Now, of course,
there is a considerable section of Alaska along the south coast, at
Seward, Valdez, Cordova, Sitka, Juneau, Douglas and other places where
they have boat communication the year around with the states
continually, and the people do not, of course, in those places suffer
from a dearth of news.

The terrible winter of the Seward Peninsula has its interesting
features. Nome has more secret societies to the acre than any place in
America, and every one gives about three entertainments in the winter,
so the people have no time to go insane from the solitude 1ike the
miners do in the hilis. A unique feature is to see the mothers pushing
their babies in the sleds all over the town when they chance to have a
fine day, but everybody is wrapped in furs, and it not infrequently
happens, in spite of the extreme care of the mothers, that the baby's
nose or ears get frost-bitten. While an extremely cold climate has its
pleasant features, to a man from the tropics and New Mexico as I was,
praise of a climate expressed by a person in an overcoat and heavy
underclothing and moccasins or rubber boots does not receive the weight
the praiser expects it to receive. Of course, there are places where
streams have run for ages, where the ground in Alaska is thawed, but
outside of such places, which is more than nine-tenths of the entire
surface of the country, the ground is frozen so deep that man has never
dug or drilled through it. The surface of the ground on side hills and
on the coastal plains and in the valleys thaws out down three or four
feet during the long hot summer days when they have a dry season, and
vegetation often very luxuriant grows in this thawed surface, but it
sti1l [is] solid fce below a depth of four feet or so. 1In the mining
operations four or five feet of surface is sometimes washed off for
acres. It is usually peat or muck under the tundra, and often there is
twenty or thirty feet of an iceberg of solid glare ice underlying it
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above the gravel. Having seen these things makes me say that Alaska is
not and cannot be an agricultural country in the true sense.

I do not believe there is a single white man in Alaska who can
truthfully, without being self-hypnotized, put his hand on his heart and
say that Alaska is his permanent home, and that he intends to stay there
forever, or as long as he lives, and would not get out if he should
happen to make a stake. I am strictly from Missouri on this
proposition, and it is my opinion that even a squaw man would leave the
country, if they made a stake, and either desert the squaw or take her
with him. I know that to some extent this feeling that all the people
surely have of wanting to make a stake and leave will grow less as time
passes, but it has not begun to grow less yet. '

On the other hand, while it is miserable to have to live there,
still the extreme cold of Alaska and the -"Ju]y-Auguét and winter"
seasons as to its actual endurableness, 1is greatly exaggerated by
writers. There is a certain comfort in a warm cabin in an extremely
cold climate, and when one is well clad, travel in twenty degrees below
zero, or even in fifty below, is not sUch a misery as it is painted. 1
have known women in Alaska to travel with a dog sled hundreds of miles
-- white women, I mean -- such a feat is no feat at all for a squaw; she
snow-shoes five or ten miles a day Tooking after traps and snares on the
Yukon. I make the assertion that if there should be a bonanza gold
discovehy at the North Pole, that a stampede would take place from Nome
and vicinity to it, and inside of ninety days the number of men and
women who would be in the new camp would make the exploits of Cook,
Peary, Shackleton and Amundsen look Tike thirty cents.

Summer travel in Alaska will for many years be via railroads and
rivers; no great amount of overland travel on the surface is possibie;
there 1s'too much tundra, muck, creeks, sloughs and bogs.

After giving it considerable thought, I have made up my mind that
the crowd of men that hibernate in Alaska year after year do so largely
because they are independent characters, and also because it is in a
sense a lazy place to get along in. Hundreds upon hundreds of tham work
hard during the summer at $5.00 a day and board, or perhaps shovel in
and slufce gold out of their own mining claims, and make a few hundred
doilars. 1If they make more than that, they go outside for the fall.
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With the money they thus save they buy a few tons of coal, a couple of
hundred dollars worth of grub, and renew their rough clothing and thus
Tive in a cabin all winter in more or less Tlaziness and semi-filth,
cooking for themselves and going to bed and getting up when they please
Tike hermits, and spending a considerable portion of their time and
playing cards in the salocons, clubs or other places, and in attending
the meetings, parties and dances of the secret societies and in going to
church. It is not exiravagant to say that the churches of alil
denominations in Alaska have a Targer attendance than that of any other
equal population under the flag. Let me not be understood as saying
anything against these men who hibernate in this way -- they are not
degenerates; they are first-class people, and indulge in more reading
through the Tong winter nights than people do in the states proper, and
are usually well informed, even though not always well educated. In
such communities, if the peace officers and other officials are of the
proper make-up, things go well and crime is reduced to the minimum,
while if the opposite is true, crimination, recrimination, gossip and
turmoil is the rule rather than the exception. Thousands of men own
placer mining claims in Alaska that will mere1y pay a little more than
wages for the working. These men work their claims in the short summer
. season, sometimes alone and sometimes with hired help, and leave at the
close of navigation with their 1ittle pokes of gold-dust, for the
states, where they stay during the long winter, and crowd back on the
Tirst boats on the summer to renew the operation.

ANIMALS

Save as stated we saw no animals during the trip, that is rabbits,
but ptarmigan and Spruce hens were numerous, We saw mink the Indians
caught. We also saw many fox tracks, and weasel tracks, but we saw
neither animals or tracks of caribou, bear, moose, wolf or wolverines,
although it 1s well known that those animals are numerous in other
sections. We saw crows or ravens or Jack Daws whichever they were,
probably ravens, wintering north of 65° N. Lat. Gulls, divers and other
aquatic birds are plentiful down on the open sea on the south coast.
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STATEMENT

The arguments I used when talking with the Alaskans was along these
Tines:

That there are only between 23,000 and 25,000 people in the whole
vast territory during the winter.

That the government is paying out and has paid out for two
generations vast sums of money annually out of the national treasury to
pay their bills. That this sum varies from something Jess than two
millions of dollars a year to more than three millions. That these
payments including the purchase price of the district in 1867 and since,
would foot up probably more than one hundred and fifty millions.

That the people pay no tax at all, save what they pay in towns to
themselves. That all licenses they pay comes back to them, and that the
government of the United States has never made a cent out of Alaska.
That all the gold, copper, fish and fur that comes out of it, comes out
as private property without tax. That to argue that such things go to
the country, is no more true than that the crops in the states go to the
national government, etc.

1 pointed out to them, that the HNational Government, pays
practically every public bill in Alaska. It pays the salaries of their
representative in Congress, their. governor, their four judges, U.S.
attorneys, marshals and all their clerks, assistants and deputies, and
all jurors and mileages. That it sends their mail to them in steamboats
and dog sleds at a cost that would run a whole state government in some
of the smaller states. That it keeps lighthouses on their coasts, 1ife
saving stations, quarantine forces, land office forces, and that in
fact, one-third of the whole population nearly is made up of public
officials and those depending on them. Al1 paid by the government.
That it takes care of the insane and the Indians, and spends a fortune
annually in educating the natives, etc., etc. Oh, I went into it in
detail.

I pointed out, that in my opinion, there is ndthing at all the
matter with Alaska, that it is the petted child of the nation, and that
they did not know when they were well treated, and that as patriotic
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citizens they should praise the government instead of complaining of it
as many of them were doing, etc,

[ showed them my mining bill, now pending before the House of
Representatives. How it amended the mining laws, so as to abolish the
"Hatchet and Pencil man," and make prospectors work their claims or give
them up, and cured every defect in the existing system, etc.

Most of them agreed with me, that if the mining laws are amended,
and the coal turned loose on a leasing system throwing it open in small
tracts, the Tidewater Yukon railroad built, and the codes amended in a
few particulars the territory will have had everything done for it that
needs to be done,.except for the government to continue paying the bilts
as heretofore.

I believe my talks did a lot of good.

On the other hand I pointed out the good things about Alaska. What
a healthy lot of people were in it, what untold mineral resources it
had. What fortunes in gold, copper, tin, silver and other metals it
would yet produce, and how its coal supply would fill Pacific markets.
How the opening up of the country, when tranéportation, mining laws and
other matters were settled would take place, and pointed out the
beneficience of the National Government in making opportunity so free to
them all,

I believe there is no other country on earth that permits 1its
citizens to take all the gold he can find for himself without tax.

Alaska wfl? always be a great market for the products of the rest
of the country. It is proportionately the greatest under the flag now.
Its 25,000 white people, with what the Indians count for, and the mining
machinery sent in; must represent a market for the products of the
country of about at least a thousand dollars per capita, or $25,000,000
per annum. Some market! That 1s what makes the big transportation
companies and commercial companies go after it so hard, and induces them
to as it is said get up fake stampedes after fake new discoveries.
Several are on foot now. _

White T am inherently a believer in selfgovernment, I do not think
Alaska has any need for any other government than it now has under
present conditions, and until its population becomes more permanent. It
has the best sort of government right now. Its officials are as a whole
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a first class Tot of men, and the system is being improved continually.
It may be that Alaska is over-officered, and that the government costs a
good deal more than it ought to, but the Alaskans do not pay the bills.

Probably the Revenue Cutter service, and the Signal Corp service
with the ships, marines, and small standing army maintained must cost as
much as the entire government of a western state.

The great rich district is a splendid possession, and when Congress
enacts proper Jaws to so arrange things that its resources will be made
to sustain it, it will move forward ‘as never before. In fifty years the
U.5. will have 175 million of people or more, and by that time
transportation facilities all over the world will have been so improved,
that. people won't have to live in Alaska, they can go there to do
business as they desire. Of course, it will increase in population
vastly, but in the future as in the past, human beings, as civilization
advances will not live permanently in great numbers north of 58° N. Lat.
Norway and Sweden were known before the Aryans moved west, but it has
yet less than nine million souls, while 1ittle England because of its
better climate has over forty million. Siberia's population is on its
south Tine. Labrador is still withcut a population, and Canada although
discovered and settled coequal with Jamestown, still has Tess than eight
million of people in it, and those are largely on its south border. Man
will go, and for that matter women will go, anywhere after gold but if
it is north of 58° the civilized portion of them will return to a warmer
¢lime when they get the gold.

Before man knew how to combat plagues and fevers, the civilized
portion of him lived in temperate zones. Greece is in 37° North.
Recently your Uncle Samuel has demenstrated that crude oil eliminates
the mosquito and yellow fever, and that rat poison obliterates the
plague, and that hence the tropics are about as healthy as anywhere
else. Our government has kept plague and yellow fever out of Puertc
Rico and Panama for more than ten years. People are not afraid to live
in the tropics when it is properly sanitated, then with the coming
transportation facilities, such as 100 knot ships, speedy cheap
automobiles on good roads and flying mwachines that will be safe and
handy come into use, as they will, mankind will migrate 1ike the birds.
He won't have to Tive in the Arctic, and he won't do fit.
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_ I don't permit any fob] desire to pTease people to smother my
common sense or 'my_ judgment about Alaska or the Arctic. 1 areatly
admire Alaska's people, and am optimistic as to the mineral resources of
the country and know it will progress, but I really think that all white
men are there to make a stake.

~ Source:

File 156715

Department of Justice Files
R.G. 60, N.A.
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APPENDIX C

Report of a trip made with dog team by Charles E. Bunnell,
U.5. District Judge for the Fourth Judicial Division,
Territory of Alaska, and E. Coke Hi1l, Assistant District
Attorney, from Fairbanks, Alaska, via Tanana, Ruby, Ophir,
Iditarod, Flat, mouth of Crooked Creek, Napaimute and Akiak to
Bethel, and return to Flat via Akiak, Ohagamute, Paimute and

Holy Cross. Travel period, April 5 to May 9, 1921. Distance
traveled, 949 miles. ’
okdedekokkkokkkkok kkkkokkk

PART I
GENERAL CONDITIONS

From the first week in April until the opening of navigation travel
in interior Alaska is attended with ‘much uncertainty and often with
considerable danger. This period generally lasts about a month, though
occasionally the rivers are not free from ice until the 20th of May.
The winter trail, about two feet lower than the snow on either side, is
hard and solid and affords excellent sledding during the winter months
but as the sun climbs higher and the days Tengthen it rapidly changes.
The snow on the sides settles and melts and finally becomes so porous
that to step off the side of the trail means going’ down waist deep to
solid ground or ice. The trial which has been packed by travel neither
settles nor melts so fast and soon it is found to be from one to three
feet higher than the snow on the sides. It does not remain level as in
the winter but tips badly as it yields to the sun's heat and may even be
found standing at an angle of forty-five degrees in places shaded on one
side.

Such changes take place rapidly. The meTting snow 1is becoming
water very fast. Where there is no chance for the water to drain off as
on lakes or rivers the unmelted snow acts much Tike a sponge and reduces
the trail from safe to treacherous and unsecure footing. At this season
of the year all rivers and lakes are dangerous especially where creeks
and sloughs empty into them. Often it is necessary to break new trial
through the deep snow around lakes or marshes fed by warm springs and
around rapids in rivers and creeks where the ice is melting underneath
as well as above. Overflow son both rivers and Takes are beginning to
appear for the water channels are unable to carry off the extra supply
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and the quantity of water is not sufficient to raise the anchor ice. On
the land the déngerous_feature disappears, but not the difficulties of
travel. Great stretches of hill-side are bare: the tundra is divided
into patches of snow and patches of reindeer moss or grass: going down
and climbing up the banks of rivers and creeks s through mud  and
gravel: stumps and brush well covered during the winter are found %o be
sticking through the snow just far enough to foul the tow-Tine or catch
the s1ed.  '

Most of the traveling must be done either late at night or in the
early merning. Darkness interferes only between 10:00 p.m. and 2:00
a.m. Until the trail begins to go too fast a good day's run can be made
by pulling out at 3:00 a.m. and driving until 7:00 p.m. with a couple of
hours off in the middle of the day. But when the trail becomes so soft
that the dogs break through travel between 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. is
practically out of the question. Aﬁ]'through the month of April the
“musher" can depend upon clear, cold nights, and clear, warm days with
an occasional one that is really hot. The reasons for night and early
morning travel are apparent. The freezing trail can be traveled over
without breaking through. The dogs travel much better when it is cold.
One is also able to avoid part of the unrelenting reflected glare and
heat of the sun which, but for colored glasses or shades, soon blinds
and either tans to a deep copper or burns and blisters almost beyond
recognition. '

Both Mr. Hill and myself, each with an experience in Alaska of over
twenty years, believed we could safely make the trip from Fairbanks to
Bethel and return to Flat before the break-up even though we did not
leave Fairbanks unt11'Apri1 5. We believed we understood the conditions
generally and knew how to make such a trip in safety. We did not plan
to accomplish the impossible but did plan to take advantage of all
reasonable means at our command to keep going until we had finished our
trip as planned.
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DOGS AND EQUIPMENT

Naturally the first consideration in making a thousand mile hurry-
up trip 1in the interior of Alaska 1s dogs. With them such a trip is
possible. Without them it is impossible. We used thirteen dogs, a team
and a half really. Al1, however, had been driven together before and
worked well as a team. They were mostly of th "husky" type. Three had
a strain of English stag hound and cone was a quarter-breed wolf. For
the first two hundred forty miles we used a rather heavy basket-sled
twelve feet in length and twenty-two inches in width with wooden skis on
the runners., Skis are better than iron in very cold weather and have an
advantage in soft snow on account of being wider but they do not slip so
well as iraon on melting snow. This style of sled was equipped with the
perpendicular bow at the rear of the sled instead of handle bars and had
runners projecting two feet in the rear on which the driver stands. For
the balance of the trip we used a lighter sled of similar construction
but with handle bars instead of a bow and iron shoes without the wooden
skis. The weight when loaded was about seven hundred pounds.

The dogs were harnessed and hitched to the sled in the following
manner: with the exception of the collar, which was of leather with an
inside padding, the harness of each dog was of webbing so arranged that
a single tug from the tow-Tine snapped intoe a ring fastened to ‘the
harness just over the dog's hips. The tow-line was in sections, a
section for two dogs, one working on either side. The Teader was
hitched to the end of the tow-line with a single tug. With the
exception of the leader each dog was also hitched to the tow-1ine with a
short 1ine snapped to his tie collar. This style of harnessing and
hitching is found to prevent tangling to any great extent, gives the dog
an even pull and affords great freedom of action. The tow-lien made of
3/4 inches and 1/2 idinch rope was fastened to a heavy coil spring
attached to the center of the sled well under the front. The 1load
consisting of our baggage and supplies together with one hundred and
fifty pounds of dried fish and talliow for the dogs was lashed and tied
in the sled canvas. For ease in handling the sled at least 75% of the
load must be on the rear half of the sled. The sled canvas must be of
fairly heavy material completely covering'the bottom of the sled with
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plenty extra to pull up inside th rail and basket-work over the load and
fold to at least a double thickness on top.. It should be longer than
the sTed so that the front can be doubled and folded back to the middle
of the Toad. A piece of canvas fitting the inside of the basket-work at
the rear of the sled and Tong enough to bring forward a couple of feet
over the back of the Toad is sewed to the bottom of the sled canvas and
to its rear side ends. The canvas is tied td the bottom of. the sled, to
the rails and to the basket-work. Such a canvas protects the entire
Toad both from rain and from water in over-flows. If deep water is
-encountered the whole load will float. A crossgin of water so deep that
the dogs all have to swim can be made safely with no damage to the load
and oftentimes without the necessity of the driver Teaving his position
at the rear of the sled. _

Ample provision must be made to taking care of the dogs' feet and
our equipment contained several hundred dog moccasins. At this season
of the year the freezing of the thawing snow and ice on the trafl
produces a footing covered with crystal and needle ice. It cuts away
the soles of a dog's feet very fast and, unless his feet are wel]
protected, in a few days -he is perfectly useless. Of the different
kinds of dog moccasins with which I am familiar 1 favor the kind largely
used by us on this trip. We bought a quantity of canvas, a little
heavier than the common drilling and had it sewed on a sewing machine
into long tubes about three inches in diameter. These we cut off into
fourteen inch lengths, One is put on by pulling it on 1ike a stocking
half its length and folding the remaining half back under the dog's foot
and typing both portions with a rather wide c¢loth string. Such a
moccasin is easily put on and when the three thicknesses under the dog's
foot are worn through the moccasin can be reversed and is good for as
much more wear. Any style of moccasin is hard on a dog's feet. No
matter how carefully the tying is done the moccasin works down and the
dog's. feet are bound to get tender and sore. The moccasins must be
taken off at night and put on again in the morning. Like a pack on
dne's back there is nothing about a moccasin that is satisfactory to the
dog or to his driver.

Driving a dog team in the spring of the year with a good load over
trail such as I have described has none of the sensational or thrilling
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features flashed on the screen to educate the people about traveling
with dogs in the North. Thirteen dogs possess a lot of pulling power
and can 1ug a load over bad trial faster than any other kind of anima?
power, The great difficulty is keeping the sled on the trail. If that
can be done the dogs will do the rest. The driver may or may not use a
“Gee" pole, which is a pole about six feet long fastened to the front
part of the right runner of the sled and extending forward and upward to
a point where the end of it can be grasped éasi1y by one standing up.
If the driver is guiding the sled with a "Gee" pole he walks just behind
the dogs and straddles the tow-line. Some drivers handle a sled very

ski11fully by standing on a short toboggan which is fastened to the

tow-Tine and from such a position guide it with a "Gee" pole. The most
experienced drivers now use the following method of handling a icaded
sled on bad trajl: the driver sits on the front of the sled with his
feel straddles the tow-line. He wears a pair of short skis about six
feet Tong and by holding to the sides of the sled he puts such weight on
the right ski as 1s necessary to throw the front of the sled to the left
or vice versa. If his sled is also equipped with a "Gee" pole he can
come to a standing position on his skis and guide it with the "Ges"
pole. If handiing the sled alone and using skis or "Gee" pole, or both,
the driver carries a chain roughlock which he drops when going downhill,
This avoids the necessity of leaving the front of the sled and going to
the rear to.use the foot brake. If two are traveling together handling
the sled is much easier for the extra man takes the driver's position on
the rear of the sled, handles the brake and shifts his weight from one
side to the other to assist in guiding the sled. -We used this method in
handling our sled and it is a decided success. Any other method on bad
trail is a case of "off the trail" first on one side, then on the ather,

In this section of Alaska there is generally but little difficulty
in getting plenty of dried fish, salmon, for the dogs. It is excellent
feed, is light in weight and {if fed together with a small amount of
tallow or bacon is quite sufficient. We carried enough most of the time
for four or five extra feeds so that we could meet any ordinary
emergency. The dogs are fed once each day only, after the day's work is
done. To feed a dog and put him right to work is out of the question.
He bocomes sick and vomits. He works well on an empty stomach. When he
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has had a good feed he Ties down and goes to sleep. The team should be
given water to drink and not required to eat snow as a substitute.

TRAIL CLOTHES

Dressing for a trip at this season of the yeak is very simple.
Heavy furs are not needed, in fact, are seldom needed except by a
passenger who in cold weather requires extra warm clothing. 1 wore

medium weight woalen underwear, a woolen shirt and an'army style woolen

coat and trousers, also of medium eight. For the night and early
morning travel I wore a fur cap and moose hide mitts gauntlet style. Of
course I wore the indispensable kahki parka with a fringe of fur on the
hood. The hood was seldom pulled up over my cap. When the sun was'up I
used a 17ght weight woolen cap and thin gloves. The most important part
of one's dress is his foot gear. A pafr of good weight woolen socks
over which is worn a pair of warm felt slippers and over all a'pair of
" good water mukluks padded with dry grass in the feet furnishes the best
protection of the feet at this season of the year. King Island mukluks
are the best. They are very light in weight and must be kept well
oiled, with seal oil preferably. 1t is necessary to have extra socks
and slippers available. It is also advisable to have dry grass haﬁdy
for one frequentiy gets in over the tops of his mukluks and a change is
necessary for comfort. The water mukluks pull about ten inches above
the knees. Snow glasses, or a shade for the eyes, are necessary and
must be worn when the sun shines brightly. Most experienced travelers
in Alaska use the brown colored glass with side protection. I consider
then the best and would not think of starting out without an extra pair.

OTHER THINGS

On this trip we had fairly good roadhouse accommodations most of
the way. We carried with us some provision and each had a twelve pound
eider-down kahki covered quilt seven feet by eight feet. We did not
plan to camp out but one must be prepared to do so if the occasion
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arises. Me had to sleep out only one night through at several places we
had to use our own bedding. One may get along and forget to take some
things but don't forget the AX or the SNOWSHOES and if you do, go back
and get them. At this season of the year the small snowshoes commonly
called trailers about three feet in Tength are large enough. 1 used the
Cook Inlet shoe six feet in Tength.

DAY BY DAY

We left Fairbanks the morning of April 5 and went on the train to
‘Bunbars, a distance of forty miles. That afternoon we started with the
dogs. The following is our trail record:

April 5  Dunbars to Campbell's Roadhouse 17 miles
6 Campbell's Roadhouse to Tolovana 20 miles
7 Tolovana to Clow's Roadhouse _ 34 miles
8 Clow's Roadhouse to McMullen's Roadhouse 36 miles
9 McMullen's Roadhouse to Maggie Smoke's R.H. 44 miles

10 Maggie Smoke's R.H. to Horner's Hot Springs 65 miles
11 Horner's Hot Springs to. Ruby 24 miles
12 At Ruby attending to official business
13 Ruby to Long City 29 miles
14 Long City to Lone Mountain Jim's 52 miles
15  Lone Mountain Jim's to Cripple 26 miles
16 Cripple to Ophir 45 miles
17  Ophir to Schermeyer's Roadhouse | 61 miles
18  Schermeyer's Roadhouse to Iditarod 16 miles
Half day attending to official business
19 Iditarod to Flat 8 miles
Half day attending to official business
20 'Flat to Mouth of Crooked Creek 61 miles
21 Mouth of Crooked Creek to Napaimute- 40 miles
22 Napaimute to Cribbee's Cabin 13 miles
23 Cribbee's Cabin to Morgan's - ‘ 37 miles
24 HMorgan's to Tuluksak 55 miles



25  Tuluksak to Akiak 18 miles
26 Akiak to Bethel 30 miles
27 At Bethel attending to official business ‘
28 At Bethel attending to official business
29 Bethel to Tuluksak 48 miles
3¢ Tuluksak to Reindeer Camp on Portage 55 miles
May 1 Reindeer Camp to Paimute 18 miles
2 Paimute to Holy Cross ' 25 miles
3 At Holy Cross on account of storm
4 At Holy Cross on account of storm
§ . At Holy Cross on account of storm
6 Holy Cross to Reindeer Station 22 miles
7 Reindeer Station to Lovett's Cabin 24 miles
8 lLovett's Cabin to Power Plant 18 miles
9 Power Plant to Flat : 8 miles

making a total distance traveled of 949 miles.

It will be seen from this record that some drives were very long,
others were vefy short. Roadhouses are not always available when one
has made a day's run so he keeps on and makes a shorter run the next
day. Most of the short runs were on account of bad.trail.

- On our return trip from Bethel the trail was getting pretty poor so
we came via Holy Cross. On April 30 we went from Tuluksak Forty-three
miles up the Kuskokwim to the winter portage across to the Yukon. 1In
crossing this portage it was necessary to have a guide and after
securing an Eskimo guide we made twelve miles further that day. We
stopped at a reindeer camp for the night. The next day we reached
Piamute on the Yukon. It was also necessary to have guides from Holy
Cross to F]ét. The winter trail is well staked but at this season of
the year on cannot cross Reindeer River and Reindeer Lake on the winter
trail. It is necessary to go over the mountains until one reaches the
river several miles above the lake. The guides would not agree to go
with us beyond Lovett's Relief Cabin which is forty-six miles from Holy
Cross. There they turned back.



As an illustration of how rapidly trail conditions change from one
hour to another and from one day to another I call attention to May 8 on
which day T traveled on snowshoes from the Relief Cabin to the Power
Plant on the Iditarcd River. Starting at 4:30 a.m. I had no difficulty
in making over three miles per hour the first four hours. Then a strong
wind that sifted snow over the webbing of my snowshoes and a bright sun
that melted it as soon as it struck the webbing slowed me down to not
more than a mile and a half per hour. The next morning I crossed the
Iditarod River on snowshoes. Apparently it was as solid as a pavement.
Within forty-eight hours it was running bank full and practically clear
of ice. We arrived at Flat early the morning of the 9th of May.



PART II
- MINING

During the last few years the mining industry in the interior of
Alaska has suffered a rapid decline. Along the route of our travel from
Fairbanks to Flat there is but Tljttle mining activity. This industry
avaits the return to normal conditions. A low grade property cannot
operate and pay expenses under the present cost of supplies. The result
s that in most camps the high grade ground discovered has been worked
out. There are but few prospectors in the hills. At Flat considerable
mining is being carried on and the camp is still a good producer. Two
dredges will operate on Otter Creek during the seasoh and considerable
open-cut work will be done on Flat Creek. |

REINDEER

The reindeer industry 1is making rapid progress and within a few
years the lower Kuskokwim will be an important center. Bethel seems to
be the logical point for shipping to the States and in the near future
will undoubtedly have packing and cold storage plants. Bethel 1s
located on the right 1imit of the Kuskokwim River about ninety miles
from the waters of Bering Sea. An ocean going boat can come up the
river to Bethel. River steamers operate on the Kuskokwim as far as
McGrath, a distance of five hundred miles up the river from Bethel.
With the development of the mining industry all along the Kuskokwim and
the rapid increase of the reindeer industry on the lower Kuskokwim this
section of Alaska is attracting considerable attention. The development
of the mining industry is of great importance to the reindeer business
for it affords a local market.
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FURS

There seems to be a scarcity of furs through this part of Alaska.
The price of furs in the States has suffered a serious decline and the
trappers have not been vary active during the last year.

BETHEL PRECINCT

In area Bethel Precinct must be about half the size of
Pennsylvania. It 1is generally very flat and is mostly tundra. Its
population is estimated at two hundred Whites and a thousand Eskimo.
The boundaries of the Bethel Precinct are as follows:

Beginning at a point on the Kuskokwim River East of the mouth
of the Tuluksak River and at about the 161st Meridian of West
Longitude; thence following the height of land separating the
Tuluksak River and its tributaries from all rivers and streams
easterly thereof and tributary to the Kuskokwim River around
the headwaters of the Salmon .River to the boundary 1line
between the Third and Fourth Judicial Divisions of the
Territory of Alaska; thence along said boundary line in a
southwesterly direction to Cape Newenham; thence along the
shore of Bering Sea in a northerly direction to the point of
intersection of the shore of Bering Sea with the 6lst paraliel
of North Latitude; thence northwesterly to a point on the
16lst Meridian of West Longitude midway between the Yukon and
the Kuskokwim Rivers; thence South along said Meridian to the
Kuskokwim River and to the place of beginning; also Nelson
Island and all islands in Kuskokwim Bay.

At Bethel is located the Moravian Mission. The Bureau of Education
maintains a government school there and another one together with a
hospital at Akiak. At both places there are stores and trading posts.
The store at Bethel conducted by Felder and Gale carries a stock of
merchandise valued at from $65,000 to $70,000. We found an excellent
class of white people living in this section of whom about twenty are
women . Of these women three are missionaries, three are school
teachers, two have been in the government school service and one 1is a
trained nurse in the government hospital at Akiak.
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DUKE E. STUBBS

The office of U.S. Commissicner for the Kuskokwim Precinct having
become vacant during the incumbency in office of Judge F.E. Fuiler, Duke
E. Stubbs was appointed by Judge Fuller to this position. He was in
office as such Commissioner when I became Judge for the Fourth Judicial
Division in January, 1915. I first met him in the summer of 1915 and
although I was not favorably impressed with him either as to his ability
or veracity I knew of no one else to appoint so I permitted him to
remain in office until the spring of 1919. . I will admit that I did
believe some of his statements concerning conditions in his precinct.
He had an air of plausibility and I had no reason to believe that he
would falsify for the mere fascination of so doing. 1In so far as I am
advised concerning his many false statements made to Attorney General
Palmer concerning myself since I removed him from office I have made
answer as will be shown by the files in the Department of Justice. I
now speak in defense of the people of the Tower Kuskokwim about whom he
has made most reprehensible and untrue statements.

Some few years ago Judge F.M, Brown of the Third Judicial Division
established a precinct called Reindeer Precinct. This precinct embraced
that portion of the Kuskckwim basin then in the Third Division. 1 am
not advised as to its exact boundaries. John L. Heron was appointed
Commissioner. Stubbs made many vicious charges against Mr. Heron. He
told me that the purpose of the people in petitioning Judge Brown to
establish this new precinct was to beat him, Stubbs, out of recording
fees for they really were not in the Third Division but were in the
Fourth Division and that they had simply imposed upon Judge Brown.
Stubbs further claimed that they were trying to beat him out of
recording fees because he was a patriotic American citizen and they were
pro-German, etc. He also said that they insisted they would never pay
any recording fees to an American citizen. He further claimed that Mr.
Heron was not a citizen of the United States. Naturally Judge Brown
would not and did not establish a recording precinct that embraced any
portion of the Fourth Division. These people are not the class Stubbs
represented them to be but on the other hand are law-abiding and most
lToyal to our country. John L. Heron was born in Canada, naturalized in
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North Dakota and has been a citizen of this country twenty-five years.
He is of Scotch ancestry. Instead of anyone trying to beat Stubbs out
of vrecording fees I now find that durihg the time Stubbs was
Commissioner he accepted for record and recorded and collected the fees
there for instruments having to do with property located wholly without
his precinct and wholly without the Fourth Judicial Division. It now
becomes necessary to have many such records transcribed from the records
of the Kuskokwim Precinct and placed with the commissioner of the
precinct where the property is located. His action in this regard is of
1ittle importance compared to his methods in handling matters in his own
court where it would appear that he undertook to act as Judge, Marshal
and witnhess in order to accomplish some purpose he had in mind. It is a
great misfortune that such a man ever becomes invested with any
authority. The more charitable of the Kuskokwim people consider him
insane; some simply call him a Jjoke and pay not attention to his
malicious statements; the rest in no uncertain terms pronounce-him an
unmitigated Tiar and this I personally know him to be.

U.S. DEPUTY MARSHAL .

Upon arrival at Holy Cross I recommended to Marshal Erwin at
Fairbanks that a deputy marshal be stationed at Bethel. For this
position I recommended John L. Heron.

WIRELESS STATION

When in Washington last winter I took up with the office of the
Chief Signal Corps Officer of the Army the advisability of establishing
four wireless stations in Alaska, on for the Fortymile, one for the
Kantishna, one for the Koyukuk and one for Bethel on the Tlower
Kuskokwim. The matter was referred to Major Lewis of Fort Gibbon and he.
came to Fairbanks to confer with me on this subject. I éxp1a1ned the
great service it would render to the people. in these sections and 1
particularly emphasized the necessity for a station at Bethel. 1 feel
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confident that a wireless station will be installed this summer at
Bethel. Such a staticn will be of much service to the Department of
Justice.

ROADS AND TRAILS

The entire section below the mouth of Crooked Creek on the
Kuskokwim is practically without any summer roads or trails. Rivers are
the principal avenues of communication, by boats in the summer, with dog
team over the ice in the winter. It is sixty-one miles from Flat to the
mouth of Crooked Creek by the winter trail. Two years ago I came over
this trail in the month of July. 1 am confident a summer pack trail can
be scouted out following generally the course of the winter trail. If
such a trail 1is feasible then both the Jower Kuskokwim and the upper
Kuskokwim as far as McGrath will be placed within four days' travel from
Flat, two days by boat and itwo days on foot or with saddle-horse. I am
asking the Alaska Road Commission to make available enough money to pay
the expenses and wagas of one man to go with me and help scout out such
a trail. If my request is granted I shall be able to do this work and
return here by the time court convenes on the 20th of June.

Dated at Flat, Alaska, May 12, 1921

Respectfully,

(Signature Charles E. Bunnell}
District Judge
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Source:

Judicial Districts Administrative Files, 20343 to 2D26-2, box
28, R.G. 60, N.A. Detailed report of his trip from Fairbanks
to Bethel accompanied by E. Coke Hi1l, Assistant District
Attorney to establish the Bethel Recording Precinct, which as

accomplished 28 May 1921, L.E. Bonham appointed Commissioner
same date.
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JUDGES, DISTRICT OF ALASKA

Name Date of Commission
Ward McAllister, Jr. July 5, 1884
Edward J. Dawne July 21, 1885
Lafayette Dawson December 3, 1885
John H. Keatley July 19, 1889
John S. Bugbee : Cctober 15, 1889
Warren D. Truitt January 11, 1892
Arthur K. Delaney November 8, 1895
Charles S. Johnson July 28, 1897

In 1900, Congress, in response to the Klondike gold discovery in
Canada's Yukon Territory, and subsequently at Nome, and other places in
Alaska between 1896 and 1899, passed an "Act making further provision
for a civil government for Alaska....{31 Stat. 321-552)." Enacted on
June 6, 1900, Section 4 of that act, 48 U.S.C.A., paragraph 101 and
note, provided that:

"There is hereby established a district court for the district
which shall be a court of general jurisdiction in civil,
criminal, equity and admiralty causes; and three district
judges shall be appointed for the district, who shall, during
their terms of office reside in the divisions of the district
to which they may be respectively assigned by the President.
The court shall consists of three divisions."

The section further provides that each judge should reside in the
division to which he was assigned, and hold regular terms of court
therein, and special terms when necessary, or on order of the Attorney
General; appoint ¢lerks, etc., and commissioners -- the latter to be ex
officio justices of the peace, recorders, judges of the probate courts
in their respective precincts, coroners, and exercise the powers of
notaries public. The judges were to hold office for four years, and
receive a salary of Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars per annum, each.

The act of 1900 contained a full Code of Civil Procedure, and 1in
section 698 provided that "the judicial power in the District of Alaska
is vested in a district court, in commissioners exercising the powers of



DIVISION NO. 4, FAIRBANKS

Peter D. Overfield

Frederick E. Fuller

Charles E. Bunnell

Cecil H. Clegy

E. CokerHi]1

Harry E. Pratt -

Vernon D. Forbes, served until the state court
system became functional in November 1959

Date of Commission
June 16, 1909
August 16, 1912
January 12, 1915
December 3, 1921
May 3, 1932

June 21, 1935
November 8, 1954
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U.S, ATTORNEYS

Date of Commission ' ™

District of Alaska, Headquarters, Sitka

Edward W. Haskett 1884-1885 ' . eans

Mottrone Dulany Ball : 1885-1887

Whitaker M. Grant 1887-1889" - .
Charles S. Johnson 1889-1894 R LR
Lytton Taylor 1894-1895 :
Burton E. Bennett 1895-1898

Gen. Robert A. Frederich 1889-1300
Three judicial districts created June 6, 1900

First District Headquarters, Juneau

Gen. Robert A. Frederich 1900-1902
Thomas R. Lyons 1902-1903
John J. Boyce 1903-1910
John Rustgard 1910-1913
John J. Reagan 1913-1915
James A. Smiser 19156-1921
Arthur G, Shoup 1921-1926
Justin W. Harding 1926-1929
Howard D. Stabler 1929-1933
William A. Holzheimer 1933-1942
Lynn J. Gemmill 1944 (Feb-May)
Robert L. Jernberg 1944-1945
Robert L. Tollefson 1945-1946
Patrick J. Gilmore, Jdr. 1946-1954 .
Theodore E. Munson "1954-1956
Roger G. Connor ) 1956-1959

Second District Headquarters, Nome

Joseph K. Wood - © 1900-1902

John L. McGinn 1902 (Jan-May);
1903-1904
Melvin Grigsby 1902-1904
Henry M. Hoyt 1904-1907
George B. Grigsby 1908-1910
Bernard S. Rodey 1610-1913
H.M. Saxton 1913-1917
G.M. Mundy 1917-1918
Gudbrand J. Lomen - 1918-1919
J.M. Clements 1918-1921
Fred R. Harrison 1921-1929
Juiius H. Hart 1929-1931

Leroy M. Sullivan _ 1931-1933
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MARSHALS

Three juﬂﬂcialhdistricts created, 1900.
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