
 

IAN WHEELES 
 

 

Letter of Interest 

Federal District Court of Alaska 

 

January 29, 2025 

 

 

Dear Sen. Murkowski: 

 

This letter is to express my interest in appointment to the Federal District Court.  Attached please 

find my résumé.  If there is additional information or materials you would like to review, please 

let me know.  I have also submitted my application to Senator Sullivan through the process he has 

announced.   

 

In brief, I am a lifelong Alaskan.  I was born in Anchorage and have lived here for 42 years, absent 

only for one year of college in Chicago and three years of law school in Idaho.  This is my home. 

The people I serve at work are my neighbors, and it would be an honor to serve our great state on 

the federal bench.  For the past 2 ½ years I have served on the superior court in Anchorage.  Prior 

to that I was in private practice for 14 years, nearly all of which were spent managing my own law 

office.  I maintained a general practice, from small business and civil litigation to estate planning, 

criminal defense, personal injury, and all areas of family law.  On the bench, I currently have a 

primarily civil docket, but I also co-preside over a criminal substance abuse probation court, as 

well as serving as backup for the weekly criminal competency calendar. 

 

I thoroughly enjoy the work of a judge.  It is challenging, humbling, and consistently rewarding.  It 

was not a career aspiration of mine to seek the bench.  In truth, in law school I thought I wanted 

to run for governor someday.  But my heart is always focused first on helping others, and ensuring 

access to justice for those who might feel it out of reach.  Early on I found my calling serving 

everyday working people who needed attorneys but their means were modest.  Eventually, I 

gravitated more to the middle of the courtroom, desiring less to argue one side, and more to land 

on the right outcome—whether it was where my client was standing or not.  As a judge I have that 

freedom.  I can focus on ensuring that the law is upheld, that all parties are treated fairly, and that 

rights are protected. 

 

In criminal litigation, the judge must ensure that rules are followed, defendants are treated as 

presumed innocent until proven guilty, victims are kept apprised and given a voice, the public is 



protected, and resolution must be timely.  In Alaska presently, and Anchorage particularly, the 

saying “justice delayed is justice denied” is truly impacting all sides in criminal cases.  As judges, 

we must be vigilant to address the causes of delay, hold attorneys and parties accountable, and 

facilitate speedy, but fair, justice. 

 

In civil litigation, delay is just as damaging.  In fact, often the lack of a speedy trial “right” akin to 

that of the Sixth Amendment, allows for delay in civil cases that significantly harms one or both 

parties.  In my current civil caseload, I am very mindful of this and would be that much more so in 

federal court. 

 

There are many issues facing Alaskans today, both as individuals and collectively, that require 

action by the courts to resolve, protect, and further our interests.  I believe my experience serving 

Alaskans as an attorney for 14 years and as a superior court judge for 2+ years now have given 

me the perspective and understanding necessary to serve well on the federal bench.  Like many 

other lifelong Alaskans, I am an incredibly hard worker, energized by daunting challenges, and 

unfazed by the storms that wash over me.  I am blessed to serve on the state bench today, with 

the support of my family, neighbors, and colleagues.   I would be honored to serve our state and 

country on the federal bench if I am called to that important work. 

 

Thank you for considering me and for taking the time.  I know you are busy and I do not take the 

opportunity for granted. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

Ian Wheeles 

 

 



 

Ian Wheeles 

  

Work History 

 

September 2022 to Present    Anchorage Superior Court Judge 

• Alaska Commission on Judicial Conduct (2024-present) 

• Child Support Rules Committee (2015-present) – current chair 

• PACE probation court for substance abuse (2023 to present) 
 

October 2009 to August 2022   Law Office of Ian Wheeles 

• Owner; managed five associate attorneys 

January 2008 to December 2009   Law Office of Dan Allan & Associates 

• Associate attorney, Of Counsel 
May 2006 to August 2006    Anchorage Prosecutor’s Office 

• Summer intern; managed vice caseload; bail hearings, sentencing, and one jury trial 
 

July 2002 to 2010     Spenard Builders Supply 

• Shipping dept; truck driver, forklift operator, and snow plow crew 
September 2002 to April 2003   UAA 

• Athlete Tutor 
June 1999 to July 2002    Bill’s Distributing, Inc 

• Merchandiser 

 

Education 
Juris Doctor, May 2007    University of Idaho College of Law 

• Dean’s List 

• Idaho National Moot Court Competition Team 2006 

• McNichols Moot Court Competition 2005  

• Volunteer IRS tax trip team leader to Rural Alaskan villages Spring Break 2007 

• UI Residence Hall Assn. President (2006-07); Whitman Hall President (2004-06) 
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, May 2004 University of Alaska Anchorage 

• Dean’s List; Pi Sigma Alpha honor society 

• UA Scholar 

• Student Showcase presenting finalist, April 2003 
August 2001 to May 2002    Illinois Institute of Technology 

• Camras/NEXT Scholar (full tuition award) 

• Scarlet Hawks Varsity Baseball (scholarship) 

 

Activities and Service 

 Anchorage Youth Court 

• Youth member; former board member; class instructor; 

guest speaker  
AK Network on DV and Sexual Assault 

• Pro Bono attorney 
Alaska Legal Services Corp. 

• Pro Bono attorney 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Legal Clinic 

• Attorney/judge volunteer 
Alaska Bar Association 

• Bar exam proctor (2009-22) 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

• Founded/funded scholarship (2009-present) 
Royal Family Kids Camp 

• Foster kids summer camp counselor 

ChangePoint Church 

• Elder board member (2017-2022) 

• Young marrieds group leader (2011-13) 
Pullman Church of Christ 

• College class teacher, group leader (2005-07) 
TurnAgain Church of Christ 

• High School class teacher, group leader (2002-04) 
Cooper Landing Rifle & Sportsman’s Club 

• Member  
Alaska Adult Baseball League 

• Former board member (and player) 
Anchorage Library Foundation 

• Former board member 
Turnagain Elementary Library 

• Guys Read volunteer 
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