


Statement of Candidacy 

 

My name is Sam Laffey, and I am running for the 3rd Judicial District Board of Governors. 

I have practiced law in Alaska for 5 years. I am proud to call Alaska home and am committed to 

strengthening our legal community and the integrity of our profession. My current work as an 

Assistant Public Advocate, along with my prior service as a prosecutor, has underscored for me 

the importance of access, competence, fairness, and justice in the practice of law. 

 

I have always had a passion for public service and have served for the past 3 years on the Bar 

Examiner’s Committee, and I see serving on the Board of Governors as continuation of this 

public service. If chosen, I will work to advance the Alaska Bar Association to better serve our 

members and our communities.  

 

I am running because the ongoing shift from the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE) to the NextGen Bar 

Exam presents a critical moment for Alaska’s legal future. The proposed transition offers both 

opportunities and risks. I believe that the Alaska Supreme Court and the Alaska Bar Association 

need to take active consideration of developing a state-specific bar exam component that 

addresses Alaska’s unique rules and practice environment. Our profession and the public are best 

served by a bar exam that reflects the fact that the practice of law in our state is different – 

whether it is the uniqueness of Alaska’s Constitution, distinct case law, or the fact that Alaska’s 

geography and court system affect practice in ways unique to the state.  

 

Thank you for considering my candidacy. If elected, I will proudly represent the 3rd Judicial 

District and work to ensure that Alaska’s Bar Association remains strong, independent, and 

responsive to the needs of its members and the communities in which we practice. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  

 

Sam Laffey 

 


