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MATTHEW WIDMER 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Admitted to​ Alaska (2006), US District Court for Alaska (2006), and Ninth Circuit (2008) 

Birch Horton Bittner & Cherot, Anchorage, Alaska ​                                    November 2018-present 
Associate Attorney 
■ Associate attorney in a 28-attorney law firm with offices in Anchorage, Alaska and Washington,                           

D.C. Primary responsibilities focus heavily on all aspects of litigation within the following                         
disciplines: criminal defense, family law, torts, municipal law, and employment law. 

Public Defender Agency, Anchorage, Alaska ​                                      January 2012-November 2018 
Assistant Public Defender 
■ Responsibilities included parole; post-conviction relief; all aspects of a criminal defense trial 

caseload (i.e., bail, pre-trial motions, trial and sentencing), primarily for B and C felony cases 
but also A and Unclassified felonies as assigned; primary counsel for ten cases to verdict. 

Office of Public Advocacy, Anchorage, Alaska ​                                             July 2010-January 2012 
Assistant Public Advocate 
■ Responsible for all aspects of a criminal defense trial caseload for misdemeanors and felonies                           

(except unclassified felonies) in Anchorage, Palmer, and Kenai. Co-counseled one juvenile                     
discretionary waiver trial. Primary counsel for one case to verdict; two cases resolved mid-trial.  

Angstman Law Office, Bethel Alaska ​                                                            August 2005-June 2010 
Associate Attorney (2006-2010); Legal Intern (2005-2006) 
■ Participated in all aspects of a general law practice in rural Alaska, handling all types of cases                                 

except criminal prosecution throughout the Second, Third, and Fourth Judicial Districts.                     
Co-counseled one 2.5-week civil trial. Primary counsel to verdict for two criminal trials, one civil                             
trial, one presumptive death hearing, and one small claims trial. Participated in numerous                         
criminal hearings, including bail, omnibus, evidentiary, and motion hearings. Prepared multiple                     
civil cases for trial, including motion work, jury instructions, and trial briefing as needed. 

EDUCATION 
 
William & Mary Law School                                  College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia 

J.D., 2005 
 
Virginia Tech                                                                                                        Blacksburg, Virginia 

B.A., History and English, 1999 
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