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INTEREST ON LAWYER'S TRUST ACCOUNTS PROGRAM 

 

GRANT APPLICATION INFORMATION 

 

 

 

The Alaska Bar Foundation, Inc. and the Alaska Bar Association have worked 

successfully with members of the bar and with the banking community to establish the 

Interest on Lawyers' Trust Accounts (IOLTA) program.  Lawyers' trust funds which are 

small in amount or are held for a short period of time are now aggregated in interest-

bearing accounts in participating financial institutions throughout the State of Alaska.  The 

interest on these accounts is sent to the Alaska Bar Foundation to be used for charitable 

purposes under guidelines set forth by the Alaska Supreme Court and the Internal 

Revenue Service. 

 

The Alaska Bar Foundation IOLTA program funds have been designated to be 

used solely for the following purposes:  Support of legal services to the economically 

disadvantaged and programs to improve the administration of justice.   

 

The Foundation solicits your proposal to supplement a legal services program for 

the economically disadvantaged or a program to enhance the administration of justice for 

the period July 1 through June 30. 

 

The Foundation will make grants to organizations under the following grant 

guidelines for projects falling within the program areas above delineated.  The Foundation 

will not make grants to: individual persons; religious organizations; political campaigns; 

organizations that are designed primarily for lobbying; organizations for the sole purpose of 

funding litigation; governmental entities; endowment scholarship or fellowship programs; 

continuing legal education programs for lawyers; lawyers in the private practice of law; law 

enforcement or correctional organizations; or law schools. 

 

The following grant guidelines will be utilized by the Foundation. 

 

1. The Foundation does not intend to use its limited IOLTA resources to 

replace existing funding. 

 

2. A primary function of an agency seeking a grant must be consistent with the 

guidelines of the Foundation for IOLTA program monies. 

 

3. Grant requests must be consistent with the tax exempt public purposes 

prescribed by the Foundation and with applicable Internal Revenue Code 

regulations and rulings relative to Section 501(c)(3) organizations. 

 

4. Generally, the Foundation will not be the primary source of financial support 

for a sustained period of time for programs to improve the administration of 



 2 

justice.  The applicant should demonstrate an ability to function eventually 

without the assistance of the Foundation. 

 

5. The Foundation may require matching funds as a condition of the grant in 

order to broaden the base of community support. 

 

6. The majority of the available grant funds will be awarded in June of each 

year.  Each grant recipient shall be entitled to only one (1) grant in each 

granting year unless the grantee can show special circumstances necessitating 

a second grant. 

 

7. The grant funding cycle will normally be a 12-month period.  Recipients 

must reapply each year if additional funding is desired. 

 

8. The Foundation will use a significant portion of available funding for 

programs delivering legal services to the economically disadvantaged and will 

give highest funding priority to those programs. 

 

9. Significant weight will be given to a history or a clear ability of an applicant to 

provide a successful program. 

 

10. Consideration will be given to the proportion of clients to be served within a 

geographic area and the breadth of services proposed to be offered. 

 

11. The Foundation will rely on the written demonstration submitted by the 

applicant, thus the applicant must present the Foundation with complete, 

thorough and accurate information. 

 

Grant applications for the July through June funding cycle must be received by the 

Alaska Bar Foundation electronically to info@alaskabar.org - no later than 5:00 p.m., April 

1st  (or the first business day following April 1
st

).  Upon submission all proposals become 

the property of the Alaska Bar Foundation which has the right to use any or all ideas 

presented in any proposals submitted in response to this request, whether or not the 

proposal is accepted. 

 

For further information, contact Karen Schmidlkofer, Controller, Alaska Bar 

Association, (907) 272-7469. 
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